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firstword

For me, there’s no more beautiful 
sight than standing under a state 
Capitol dome and taking in all 

of the intricate historical references 
painted and sculpted into the building. 
In February, I spent a brisk, winter 
day in Harrisburg, Pa., and got to 
take in the artistic treasure that is the 
Pennsylvania Capitol dome.

I was there attending the Nucle-
ar Powers Pennsylvania coalition’s 
Supplier Advocacy Day. I was joined 
by nuclear suppliers from across the 
state delivering the message to poli-
cymakers that closing nuclear plants 
doesn’t just devastate the immediate 
surrounding communities, it impacts 
businesses across Pennsylvania — 
500 companies and 16,000 jobs to be 
specific.

In both Pennsylvania and Ohio, plant 
owners Exelon Corp. and FirstEnergy 
Solutions Corp. have told policymakers 
that absent legislative solutions that 
correctly recognize nuclear’s unique at-
tributes and contributions to the state, 
plants will shut down.

Pennsylvania legislators have been 
grappling with nuclear issues for some 
time. Last year, the bicameral, bipar-
tisan Nuclear Energy Caucus released 
a report after many hearings. New 
legislation incorporates the report 
recommendations. This all comes just 
a couple of weeks after Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Wolf issued an executive 
order, setting goals to slash the state’s 
emissions 26 percent by 2025 and 80 
percent by 2050. These goals are not 
attainable without Pennsylvania’s nu-
clear fleet, which provides 93 percent 
of the state’s carbon-free electricity.

In Ohio, policymakers considered a 
nuclear relief program last legislative 
session, but the bill never moved out 
of committee. This session, newly 
inaugurated Gov. Mike DeWine and 
legislative leaders have launched into 
session with fresh ideas and perspec-
tives. 

With a year-round legislative ses-
sion, legislators have some time to 
craft the right legislation for Ohio, 
though they already are feeling the 
pressure. FirstEnergy Nuclear Operat-
ing Co. filed two license agreement re-
quests with the U.S. Nuclear Regulato-
ry Commission in preparation for the 
permanent shutdown of Davis-Besse 
Nuclear Power Station, an important 
pressure point for policymakers to 
heed in their decision-making. What’s 
at stake in Ohio? Without legislative 
action, Ohio will lose 4,300 jobs and 
90 percent of the state’s clean energy.

What these states need is not just a 
quick fix. Legislators in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio must act to keep their nucle-
ar plants open.

Since I attended the meeting in 
Harrisburg, Pa., a lot has transpired 
related to nuclear energy, and it is all 
to Pennsylvania’s benefit. On March 11, 
legislation was introduced to pro-
tect Pennsylvania’s nuclear assets by 
leveling the energy playing field. The 
legislation suggests including nucle-
ar among other alternative energy 
resources, like wind and solar. House 
Bill 11 creates a third tier in the Alter-
native Energy Portfolio Standards, a 
policy established in 2008. 

What is at risk? Without this 
legislative action, Pennsylvania loses 
Beaver Valley and Three Mile Island 

nuclear plants, which would negate 
five times the emissions benefits of all 
the solar and wind power installed in 
Pennsylvania to date. Nuclear closures 
cause backsliding on greenhouse gas 
reductions. 

As legislators consider this and 
other legislation that could impact 
the nuclear industry, it’s important for 
Pennsylvania’s residents to weigh in 
and share your thoughts on what you 
would like your clean energy future to 
look like. Visit Nuclear Matters,  
a national coalition that works to 
inform the public and policymakers 
about the benefits of nuclear energy, 
at nuclearmatters.com and join other 
nuclear advocates pushing legislators 
to take action. l

(Editor’s Note: Approximately 60 
percent of the power provided by Penn-
sylvania’s rural electric cooperatives is 
generated at the Susquehanna Steam 
Electric Station (SSES), a nuclear power 
plant located in Luzerne County. Through 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., the 
13 Pennsylvania cooperatives plus one 
in New Jersey own a 10 percent share of 
SSES, a major reason why cooperative 
consumer-members for many years have 
enjoyed one of the lowest and most stable 
rates in the region. Visit PARuralAction.org 
to send an email to local legislators urging 
them to support efforts to ensure nuclear 
power remains viable in Pennsylvania.)

more than 90 percent of clean energy is on 
the line in Pennsylvania and ohio

By Christine Csizmadia
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keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

Lab of Ornithology and the National 
Audubon Society, the event collects 
data on wild birds across the world. 
Scientists use the information gath-
ered to develop a “big picture” about 
changes in bird populations.

Participants in Pennsylvania report-
ed seeing nearly 150 species, with 

the red-winged blackbird as the most 
commonly reported bird in the state 
followed by the snow goose, common 
grackle, Canada goose and ring-billed 
gull. U.S. residents reported seeing 
nearly 700 species, with the red-
winged blackbird as the most com-
monly reported bird followed by the 
common murre, snow goose, lesser 
scaup and European starling.

The next GBBC is scheduled for 
Feb. 14-17, 2020. For more informa-
tion about how to participate, go to 
gbbc.birdcount.org.

‘bearly’ there: Pgc 
livestreams black bear

The Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission (PGC), in cooperation with 
HDOnTap, is sponsoring a livestream 
of a black bear’s den this spring. This 
window into a black bear’s life is ex-
pected to show the sow and cub(s) as 
the weather warms. Early views during 

the winter showed the adult bear’s 
back moving slightly as she snoozed 
in Monroe County under what appears 
to be the deck of a rural residence, 
although one tiny cub was spotted in 
early March. The bears are expected to 
leave the den sometime in April and 
typically don’t return to the same area.

According to the PGC, hibernating 
bears lapse into and out of a deep 
sleep during the winter. Females give 
birth in January while in the winter 
den. Litter sizes usually range from 
one to five with newborns measuring 
about 9 inches long and weighing 10 
to 16 ounces.

To view the den, visit pgc.pa.gov and 
click on “Black Bear Livestream.”

definition of ‘milk’ debated 
at state, federal levels

Pennsylvania’s lawmakers at both 
the state and federal levels are working 
to shore up the state’s dairy industry, 
which is suffering from a decline in 
milk sales.

State Sen. Ryan Aument (R-Lancaster) 
last year sponsored a resolution calling 
on the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) to prohibit the word “milk” 
from being used to identify drinks made 
from nuts, oats and soy. Aument said 
the definition will not solve the dairy 
industry’s challenges, but it is an import-
ant message to convey to consumers. 
The resolution passed through the state 
legislature, but the FDA did not take any 
action. U.S. Rep. John Joyce (R-13th) 
recently joined nine other lawmakers 
in sending a letter similar to Aument’s 
earlier request to the FDA, encouraging 
the federal agency to enforce regulations 
regarding the proper labeling of dairy 
products. 

Joyce also is an original co-sponsor of 

CoMMoN sIGHtING: the red-winged black-
bird is the most commonly reported bird in the 
U.S. Great Backyard Bird Count.

Lineworker Appreciation 
day on April 8  

Electric cooperatives around the 
United States are celebrating National 
Lineworker Appreciation Day on  
April 8. 

“As part of the celebration, Penn Lines 
wants to honor the dedicated men and 
women who often work in challenging 
conditions to keep the lights on,” said 
Frank Betley, president & CEO of the 
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association 
and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. “Cooperative lineworkers are ex-
tremely committed, always working to 
ensure safe, reliable electric service for 
cooperative members. During emergen-
cies, they often work around the clock 
restoring power to cooperative consum-
er-members.”

Across the country, electric coopera-
tive lineworkers’ mission-focused men-
tality of helping others often extends 
beyond their commitment to their work 
at the cooperative. Lineworkers are 
often familiar figures in their communi-
ties. They can be found coaching youth 
sports teams, volunteering for local 
charities and serving on local advisory 
boards.

In recognition of Pennsylvania’s 
rural electric cooperative lineworkers, 
please take a moment to acknowledge 
the many contributions they make to 
their local communities.

Red-winged blackbird most 
commonly reported u.S. bird

Approximately 7,000 Pennsyl-
vanians joined nearly 150,000 cit-
izen-scientists across the world in 
reporting bird sightings during the 
annual Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC) on Feb. 15-18. 

Initiated in 1998 by the Cornell 



H.R. 832, the Whole Milk for Healthy 
Kids Act of 2019, which allows for 
whole milk (unflavored and flavored) 
to be offered in school cafeterias as an 
option. That bipartisan bill was recently 
introduced in the U.S. House by Rep. 
GT Thompson (R-15th) and House 
Agriculture Committee Chairman 
Collin Peterson (D-Minn.). In addi-
tion to Thompson and Joyce, original 
co-sponsors of H.R. 832 include U.S. 
Reps. Mike Kelly (R-16th), Dan Meuser 
(R-9th) and Lloyd Smucker (R-11th).

Penn State adds large-
scale, offsite solar arrays

Penn State University and Light-
source BP recently announced the 
development of 70 megawatts of large-
scale, offsite solar arrays that will pro-
vide approximately 25 percent of the 
university’s electricity requirements 
over the next 25 years.

The project will include 150,000 
ground-mounted solar panels in three 
locations near Penn State’s Mont Alto 
campus outside of Chambersburg. 
The completion date is expected to be 
mid-2020.

Project goals include: lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions by the 
equivalent of 57,000 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide per year, reducing the 
university’s annual costs for electricity 
and continuing to support the uni-
versity’s strategic plan known as “Our 
Commitment to Impact.”

REAL Ids now available in 
Pennsylvania

Applications for REAL ID-compli-
ant cards are now being accepted in 
Pennsylvania. Beginning Oct. 1, 2020, 
Pennsylvanians will need a REAL 
ID-compliant driver’s license, photo 
identification card, or another form 
of federally acceptable identification 
(such as a valid passport or military 
ID) to board a domestic commercial 
flight or enter a secure federal building 
or military installation. 

Residents have three options to ob-
tain a REAL ID: apply online (pre-veri-
fied, non-CDL customers only), visit a 
Pennsylvania Department of Transpor-

tation Driver License Center to have 
documents verified and imaged (REAL 
ID will be issued within 15 days), or 

visit a REAL ID Center to have docu-
ments verified and imaged (REAL ID 
will be issued at the time of service).

Residents getting a REAL ID for 
the first time will pay a one-time fee 
of $30 plus a renewal fee (currently 
$30.50 for a four-year, non-commercial 
driver’s license or photo ID). 

To apply for a REAL ID, U.S. citizens 
must present original versions or certi-
fied copies (if applicable) of the follow-
ing documents: proof of identity, proof 
of Social Security Number, proof of all 
legal name changes, and two proofs of 
current physical Pennsylvania address.

For more information about REAL 
ID, go to dmv.pa.gov.

State official says opioid 
use down as other drugs 
rise in popularity

Jennifer Smith, secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Drug and 
Alcohol Programs, recently told the 
state Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee that opioid use is down in the 
state. However, cocaine and metham-
phetamine use is increasing, especially 
in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Cambria 
County and Johnstown.

Smith did not recommend dialing 
back on state opioid treatment pro-
grams, and noted the state must be 
prepared to confront new types of drug 
addiction. She also reported a growing 
number of Pennsylvania residents are 
using telemedicine services, includ-
ing drug treatment services they may 
not have access to in their commu-
nities. Her office is partnering with 
the Department of Human Services to 
institute an educational campaign to 
let patients know that telemedicine 
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appointments are often covered by 
private insurance and Medicaid.

Study seeks people who 
live in high-risk areas for 
Lyme disease

Researchers from Columbia Uni-
versity and the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, members of the Midwest 
and Northeast Centers for Excellence 
in Vector-Borne Diseases, are seeking 
people who live in high-risk areas for 
Lyme disease (all of Pennsylvania) to 
participate in a tick-exposure behav-
ioral study through a smartphone app. 

The “Tick App – 2019” will be avail-
able April 22, free from GooglePlay and 
iTunes. Once participants download the 
app and register for an account, they 
will be asked to take one enrollment 
survey to help researchers capture 
baseline risk of exposure to ticks. 
Participants will then receive a weekly 
to monthly message to start a tick diary 
during the high-risk months (May to 

September). The tick diary (an activ-
ity report) should take less than one 
minute to complete. Daily reminders 
will be sent until participants complete 
15 reports. Tick sightings can also be 
reported through the app. Alternatively, 
participants can sign up at the group’s 
website and surveys will be sent to a 
designated email.

This study is designed to help re-
searchers understand more about how 
people’s practices and activities impact 
their exposure to ticks. The informa-
tion provided will help researchers 
design integrated control strategies to 
prevent diseases transmitted by ticks.

For additional information, go to 
thetickapp.org. l

DEER TICK: Lyme disease is spread through 
the bite of infected deer ticks.



Animal farms
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Encounters with wild animals are 
often brief, perhaps a momen-
tary staring contest followed by 

one or more participants darting off in 
the opposite direction. Some binocu-
lars could help in getting more than a 
fleeting glance, but to get up close and 
personal with many animals, a trip to a 
zoo — petting or otherwise — is usually 
the best option. But you don’t have to 
make your way to a big city to interact 
with wildlife; small animal parks may 
be as close as your neighbor’s backyard.

Appalachian Trail while attending the 
police academy.

“‘What the (heck) is an alpaca?’” Di-
Bono recalls exclaiming when his wife 
returned from her trip. “She (Debora) 
did her research … and she took me 
to the show that they have in April in 
Harrisburg. I walked in and there were 
like 2,000 alpacas from 400 farms. I 
was like, ‘Whoa! There’s a whole other 
world I know nothing about.’”

Now with a herd of 12 huacaya 
alpacas, guarded by three Italian sheep 
dogs with paws bigger than their own-
ers’ hands, the DiBonos run Artisan 
Alpacas LLC — part petting zoo, part 
store — from their home in Dushore, 
Pa.

Once upon a time, Ray DiBono, a 
member of Forksville-based Sullivan 
County Rural Electric Cooperative, had 
never even heard of alpacas — fluffy, 
mountain-dwelling cousins to camels 
— until his wife, Debora, had a chance 
encounter with them hiking along the 

Rural Pennsylvania home to unique wildlife parks
“They all have distinct personalities,” 

DiBono says of his alpacas. “Mine are 
used to people because of what we 
do here. When people come up, they 
all come … running over to the gate 
and people feed them carrots and pet 
them.”

new home
To see the alpacas at their happiest 

(and fluffiest), colder days are better. 
As natives of the Andes Mountains, al-
pacas do not handle heat well. After the 
first or second week of May, the shears 
come out, the coats come off, and the 
four-legged denizens of Artisan Alpacas 
seek shade, as well as an occasional lap 
in the pool.

“In the summertime, we usually have 
six or seven fans set up,” DiBono says. 
“If it gets above 90 degrees, I’ll come 

PeACeFUL eXIsteNCe: Ray DiBono, owner 
of Artisan Alpacas LLC, feeds a carrot to one 
of the 12 alpacas at his home in Dushore, 
Pa. DiBono, a Sullivan County Rural Electric 
Cooperative member, credits his herd for his 
constant good mood.
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DEAR DEER: A piebald whitetail deer at the 
Double Diamond Deer Ranch in Cooksburg, 
Pa., stares intently as she waits to be fed by her 
owner, Ethel “Rusty” Snyder, a United Electric 
Cooperative member.

down and spray them with the hose. 
They all line up, jump and play. I’ll put 
down a kiddie pool for them, and they 
jump and play in that.”

Despite the heat management, DiBo-
no says taking care of a herd of alpacas 
is no sweat. 

“Alpacas take less maintenance than 
a dog,” DiBono says. “I’ll come down 
twice a day … and make sure they 
have fresh hay and fresh water. I give 
them a sweet grain supplement every 
other night. Shear them once a year … 
and keep an eye on their toenails.”

Alpaca farmers must also take careful 
precautions to protect their herd from 
meningeal worms, a deadly parasite 
transmitted by white-tailed deer, by 
ensuring they receive a monthly shot.

Artisan Alpacas is open Thursday 
through Saturday between May and 
December from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Visitors can also schedule private visits 
outside those times and days by calling 
570-928-8429 or sending a message to 
their Facebook page.

Travel I-80 West for about three 
hours to Oliveburg, Pa., and you can 
find another couple living on an alpaca 
farm with a store of their own. Owned 
and operated by Patti LaCroix and her 
husband, George, members of United 
Electric Cooperative (EC) headquar-
tered in DuBois, Pa., LaCroix Alpaca is 
open to visitors by appointment.

Like the DiBonos, the LaCroixs 
invite visitors to feed their alpacas, feel 
their fiber and ask as many questions 
as they want. They also offer a vari-
ety of alpaca-fiber clothing and other 
alpaca-themed items from their store, 
La Petite Alpaca. But don’t wait too 
long — their farm and their alpacas are 
for sale.

“My husband is 80 years old, and 
he’d like to live in a sunnier climate,” 
LaCroix explains. “I’d like to have, ide-
ally, a much smaller property; we have 
about 100 acres and we need no more 
than five to raise a few alpaca. ... I’ve 

been downsizing the herd, and now I 
only have six; I want to get it down to 
three.”

business venture
While more of a side gig, LaCroix 

still aims to stay in the alpaca business, 
hoping to combine it with a bed-and-
breakfast concept and allow guests to 
help with some of the day-to-day tasks 
of rearing alpacas.

“You don’t have to have one ap-
proach to the alpaca business,” 
LaCroix says. “I’ve only had the shop 
for about three years, and I’m learning 
so much about business and creativity 
that I have not been exposed to before. 
You can craft it to suit your lifestyle, as 
long as you have a good business plan. 
Don’t just dream it. Study it.”

Alpacas caught LaCroix’s eye because 
of their gentle nature and beautiful 
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DEER DIORAMA: Ethel “Rusty” Snyder, United 
Electric Cooperative member and owner of the 
Double Diamond Deer Ranch in Cooksburg, 
Pa., shows off the deer museum attached to the 
front of her home.

fleece, not to mention the ease with 
which one can rear them, but the 
desire to live on a farm — any farm — 
captivated her imagination long before 
that.

“Ever since I was a child, I was 
interested in living on a farm,” LaCroix 
recalls. “I was the only person in my 
family interested in farming. I didn’t 
have any knowledge of farming, but it 
was just a deep desire that I had.”

Anyone wishing to visit LaCroix 
Alpaca can schedule an appointment 
by calling 814-938-9391 or using the 
contact form at lacroixalpacas.com. 
Interested buyers can also purchase 
products from La Petite Alpaca or in-
quire about alpacas for sale.

Alpaca farming makes up a small 
segment of a much larger aspect of 
rural Pennsylvania’s economy: agri-
cultural tourism. Agritourism covers a 
wide range of activities in the Com-
monwealth, including everything from 
visiting alpaca farms to patronizing 
craft breweries.

While the 2017 Census of Agri-
culture has not yet been released, an 

analysis of the 2012 Census of Agricul-
ture revealed 727 Pennsylvania farms 
brought in an average of $35,389 in 
additional income annually thanks to 
agritourism activities, compared to just 
303 farms reported in the 2002 census.

One such beneficiary of the agritour-
ism industry is the Double Diamond 

Deer Ranch, owned and operated by 
United EC member Ethel “Rusty” 
Snyder, in Cooksburg, Pa. “The Deer 
Lady,” as Snyder calls herself, and her 
husband, Roger “Shorty” Snyder, have 
21 deer on the ranch, including possi-
bly the oldest deer in Pennsylvania.

“Our oldest deer right now is a doe 
named Pebbles; she’ll be 20 years 

old on June 6,” Snyder 
says. “She’s a piebald and a 
great-grandma. … As our 
senior citizens pass away, we 
have more babies to take their 
place.”

Visitors often confuse 
Snyder’s deer for albinos, but 
she assures everyone who 
stops by that they are white, 
whitetail deer.

“They’re called a white, 
whitetail, and they have 
blue eyes,” Snyder says. “We 
have white deer, brown deer 
and piebald deer, which are 
three-colored deer. Over the 
years, we’ve bought deer from 
all over Pennsylvania so we 
have different bloodlines. We 
always buy fawns — we never 
buy adult deer — and that 

way they get raised here.”
Beyond the lively cast of deer at the 

Double Diamond Deer Ranch, the 
Snyders maintain an ever-changing, ev-
er-growing lineup of extras to draw new 
faces. A collection of decommissioned 
emergency vehicles, a pet rattlesnake, 
a set of coin-operated rides and even 
an indoor, glow-in-the-dark golf course 
surround the main attraction, partly to 
keep people coming back, but also to 
dispel the idea it’s a hunting park.

“A lot of people just drove by us 
for years because they thought it 
was someplace you came in to shoot 
the deer,” Snyder says. “Kids love to 
pretend they’re driving something 
and they love slides, so we have slides 
coming off of trucks. Some people just 
come here to ride the coin rides be-
cause no one has them anymore — and 
they’re a quarter! We’re always trying 
to think of things to make people 
happy.”

Incidentally, the likelihood of deer 
being shot in Pennsylvania was the 
basis for the ranch. Curious to learn 
how long deer could live if they were 
not hunted so frequently, Snyder’s hus-
band, then-fiancé, and his cousin got 
the idea to set up a small deer farm.

“They went to the game commission, 
found out the rules and regulations —

“It’s nice being out here 
with nature — a nice, 

peaceful existence. I’ll go 
into town and people will 

say, ‘You’re always in 
such a good mood.’ I’m 
retired, and I live with 
alpacas. What could be 

better than that?”
— Ray DiBono
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you have to have papers on your deer 
about parentage and that sort of thing 
—  and they bought three bucks from 
three different people and a couple of 
does,” Snyder recalls. “So many people 
came to that farm … to visit the deer 
and put money in the mailbox as a 
contribution that they decided they 
could turn it into a business.”

Turning animals into a business calls 
for a trip to the local game warden, 
who will guide anyone interested 
in setting up their own animal park 
through the permitting process. In 
general, the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission handles most regulations sur-
rounding wild animals (such as deer) 
and the Department of Agriculture 
handles domesticated animals (such as 
alpacas), but how animals are dis-
played, what other animals they’re kept 
with, and how the public will interact 
with them may dictate exceptions or 
overlaps to typical jurisdiction. 

“The devil is in the details,” explains 
Chad Eyler, chief of the special permit 
enforcement division for the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission. “It is highly 
regulated because the public needs to 
be safe, and the animals need to be safe 
and cared for as well. You may be in-
spected by a game warden one day and 
a veterinarian from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture the next day. It’s 
dependent upon the species that you’re 
dealing with.”

Wildlife education
Snyder and her husband have kept 

their operation almost entirely be-
tween themselves, having maybe one 
other person help on particularly busy 
weekends. That doesn’t mean she isn’t 
particularly busy if the ranch is calm. 
When she isn’t tending to her deer or 
her guests, she’s educating the commu-
nity.

“I do seminars all year-round at 
different places — at schools, churches 
and hunting clubs — and they always 
bill me as ‘Meet the deer lady,’” Snyder 

says. “Lots of guys have lots of ques-
tions about deer, and I think it’s funny. 
They’ll come and say, ‘Oh, I wasn’t 
expecting to enjoy this at all — some 
woman telling me about deer.’ When 
I get done, they say to me, ‘I learned 
more from you than all my years’ 
experience of hunting in the woods,’ 
so that makes me feel like it’s been 
worthwhile.”

The Double Diamond Deer Ranch 
opens on the weekends in May and 
then seven days a week after Memorial 
Day. The ranch returns to weekends 
only after Halloween and closes down 
at the end of November, right around 
the time deer shed their antlers. All-
day admission — 10 a.m. until dusk 
— is $8, and children 4 years old and 
younger are free. Additional informa-
tion can be found on their website, the-
doublediamonddeerranch.com, their 
Facebook page or by calling  
814-752-6334.

No matter the creature reared or the 
products sold, DiBono, LaCroix, and 
Snyder have all found their lives as an-
imal caretakers, in one way or another, 
to be a dream come true. For Snyder, it 
was an opportunity to find a home.

“All my life, I always wanted to live 
up in this area because I always came 

camping up here as a kid,” Snyder says. 
“We found where we are now. We had 
enough money for 24 acres, so that’s 
what we bought, and we built every-
thing here ourselves.”

For LaCroix, it was an opportunity 
to find herself.

“Alpacas have been a doorway, an 
excuse to get to know people, to talk 
with them.” LaCroix recalls. “I was so 
introverted, so afraid of challenges; 
but I found that the alpaca business 
has been worth the venture into the 
unknown. I’ve become much more 
willing to take reasonable risks, and 
I better understand the risks that I’m 
taking. Alpacas and the alpaca business 
have really helped me to feel so much 
more confident when I’m with people.”

And for DiBono, it was an opportu-
nity to find peace.

“I spent 30 years working in a 
warehouse — loading and unloading 
trucks … checking orders, punching 
a time clock and dealing with all the 
drama,” DiBono says. “It’s nice being 
out here with nature — a nice, peace-
ful existence. I’ll go into town and 
people will say, ‘You’re always in such a 
good mood.’ I’m retired, and I live with 
alpacas. What could be better than 
that?” l

A FAMILY AFFAIR: A family feeds and pets 
some of the alpacas at LaCroix Alpaca in 
Oliveburg, Pa. The business is owned by United 
EC members Patti and George LaCroix.
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What’s on that utility pole?
Overhead gizmos keep you electrified

By Paul Wesslund

energymatters

Have you ever wondered what’s 
on an electric utility pole? Let’s 
go over the basics.

Utility poles are packed with elec-
trical devices, so it’s best to stay away 
from them. You should never nail post-
ers of political candidates or lost pets to 
utility poles. Nailing or attaching things 
to utility poles can tear a lineworker’s 
protective equipment, interfering with 
their safety while on the job. 

The equipment and devices up there 
vary from pole to pole, but think of 
a utility pole as a layer cake, with the 
electric equipment at the top. Most 
noticeable of course are the wires, sup-
ported by the crossarms and/or insula-
tors. At the highest levels, they could be 
high-voltage transmission wires carrying 
power long distances. More often what 
you’re looking at are medium-voltage 
distribution lines carrying power into 
neighborhoods. Beneath those may be 

service wires with stepped-down power 
ready to be used in a home or business.

It’s important to remember that 
those are bare wires, which is why you 
hear regular warnings to stay away 
if a storm knocks power lines to the 
ground. That’s also why the wires are 
attached to insulators that keep them 
from being in contact with the wood, 
steel or other supporting materials.

Just below the electric lines hangs 
a variety of electric equipment. The 
big metal cans are transformers that 
convert high voltages to low voltages. 
Devices that look like stacks of big 
gray donuts could be protective light-
ning arrestors (or “reclosers”) that act 
like a fuse or circuit breaker, shutting 
down the line when they detect a 
problem. Collections of what look like 
metal cereal boxes are “capacitors” 
that help improve the efficiency of 
power flow and regulate voltage. Other 
switches and regulators monitor and 
adjust the flow of electricity as energy 
use changes throughout the day.

Some of the lines you see might be 
ground wires that carry static electric-
ity (such as lightning) into the earth 
or balance the flow of power and help 
ensure safe operation of the system, or 
they could be guy wires to keep the 
pole straight.

The lowest layer carries non-electric 
lines: cable TV, telephone, internet 
and traffic light controllers. There’s 
one more layer — any of those lines 
might go under the ground to get to 
a house or meet up with other under-
ground lines.

These are the basic parts of an elec-
tric utility pole, and now you know 
how poles get power to the people! l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic develop-
ment for 42 million Americans.

PoWeR to tHe PeoPLe: Blaze Pietrowski, right, and Dylan thomas, Northwestern Rural electric 
Cooperative, practice changing a conductor during training offered by the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association. High-voltage lines are located at the top of the pole.

SAFETY FIRST: Matthew Fagan, Valley Rural 
Electric Cooperative, covers lines with rubber 
mats to avoid electrical contact during train-
ing offered by the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association. To help keep lineworkers safe while 
on the job, never place anything on a utility pole.
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The DR® Field and Brush Mower 
is Now Better than Ever!

Mows and mulches weeds, 
brush, even saplings up to 3" thick!

*Assembled in 
the USA using 
domestic and 
foreign parts.

    DRfi eldbrush.com
877-200-6699

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Info Kit!

TOLL
FREE

   

FASTER. Up to 20 HP and 34" wide 
cut for faster mowing!

EASIER. Power steering gives you 
fi ngertip control.

NEW CHOICES: including PTO and 
tow-behind models for tractors and ATVs.

Starting 
at just

$149999

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Go online or call for details.

FREE SHIPPING
6 MONTH TRIAL

GROW
MOREL MUSHROOMS

GOURMET MUSHROOMS
P.O. BOX 515 NC8 * GRATON, CA 95444

www.gmushrooms.org

CREATE A PERENNIAL MOREL 
GARDEN IN YOUR OWN 

BACKYARD
We provide the spawn and easy to use 
instructions for preparing an outdoor 

Morel Habitat. You just sow the seed, 
maintain the Morel Habitat, and pick & 

enjoy fresh Morel Mushrooms.
$32.95 + $8.65 S/H
 (707) 823-9056

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS
Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS
Before             After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$91.00

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$344.00 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 443

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

800-328-9350

Order today online, or request free information.

Our
64th
year

Have something to sell?
Place a classified ad in



1414   |   APR I L 201914

timelines

Your Newsmagazine Through the Years

1999

1989

1979

1969

2009

Thousands of Penn-
sylvania kids are not 
covered by health in-
surance, even though 
up to two-thirds of 
them are eligible for 
coverage through 
the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program.

Electric cooperatives 
are actively promot-
ing rural develop-
ment in the areas 
where they provide 
electricity. Here, 
United EC officials 
work with Sawmill 
Center for the Arts.

Penn Lines notes the 
35th anniversary of 
the first step toward 
organizing Allegheny 
Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., taken at a meet-
ing of the Pennsyl-
vania Rural Electric 
Association.

REA Administrator 
David Hamil greets 
Normal Reber, editor of 
Pennsylvania Farmer, 
at the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association’s 27th an-
nual meeting in Atlantic 
City, N.J.

As the U.S. Congress contemplates climate change leg-
islation, Penn Lines prints a special issue entitled “Our 
Energy, Our Future: Defining Affordability.”

Then-President Barack Obama makes it clear he intends to 
revolutionize the country’s approach to energy. Ambitious plans 
are in the works to combat global warming and curb carbon 
emissions, create green jobs, promote renewable resources, and 
enhance our energy independence. 

The focus on the energy industry is great; however, a serious 
discussion on costs and affordability seems to be missing as it is 
likely some of the administration’s proposals will add to the cost 
of generating electricity.

This cost consideration comes naturally to electric coop-
eratives. After all, our mission is to provide a reliable source 
of power at an affordable price for our members. As mem-
ber-owned cooperatives, it is only practical that we weigh our 
decisions against what it will cost our members. 

All of this leads to the question: How do we meet national 
climate change goals while keeping electricity affordable? As 
Congress addresses these energy challenges, Penn Lines high-
lights some of the issues involved, with a focus on affordability.
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NatioNal studies consistently rank 
power line installers and repairers 
among the most dangerous jobs in the 
country, and for good reason. Laboring 
high in the air wearing heavy equip-
ment and working directly with high 
voltage creates the perfect storm of a 
dangerous and unforgiving profession. 
But electric lineworkers are up to the 
task. These brave men and women 
are committed to safety, as well as the 
challenges of the job.

REA Energy’s lineworkers are re-
sponsible for keeping power flowing 
day and night, regardless of national 
holidays, vacations, birthdays, wed-
dings or other important family mile-
stones. Beyond the years of specialized 
training and apprenticeships, it takes 
internal fortitude and a mission-ori-
ented outlook to be a good lineworker. 
In fact, this service-oriented mentality 
is a hallmark characteristic of line-
workers. The job requires lineworkers 
to set aside their personal priorities to 
better serve their local community. 

Family support system
To perform their jobs successfully, 

lineworkers depend on their years of 
training, experience and each other to 
get the job done safely. 

Equally important is their reliance 
on a strong support system at home. 
A lineworker’s family understands and 

supports their loved one’s commit-
ment to the greater community during 
severe storms and power outages. 

This means in times of prolonged 
outages, the family and their linework-
er may have minimal communication 
and not see each other for several 
days. Without strong family support 
and understanding, this challenging 
job would be all the more difficult. 

Community commitment
In Indiana and Cambria counties 

and across the country, electric co-op 
lineworkers’ mission-focused men-
tality of helping others often extends 
beyond their commitment to their 
work at the co-op. Lineworkers are 
often familiar figures in the communi-
ty. They can be found coaching youth 
sports teams, volunteering for local 
charities and serving on local advisory 
boards. 

Thank you
Monday, April 8 is Lineworker Ap-

preciation Day. Given the dedication 
of REA Energy’s lineworkers, both on 
and off the job, I encourage you to 
take a moment and acknowledge the 
many contributions they make to our 
local community. And if you see their 
family members in the grocery store or 
out and about in the town, please offer 
them a thank you as well. l

REA Energy  
Cooperative, Inc.

One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

cooperativeconnection

REA
ENERGY 

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70 

Indiana, PA 15701-0070 
724-349-4800 • 800-211-5667

Ebensburg District Office 
127 Municipal Road 

Ebensburg, PA 15931 
814-472-8570 

Website: www.reaenergy.com 
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com

Staff
Barry Baker

Indiana Operations Manager
Erin Bauer

ACRE Coordinator
Shane Cribbs

Network & Systems Manager
Dave Daugherty

Safety & Right of Way Manager
Jeff Dishong

Ebensburg Operations Supervisor
Lisa Gardill

Accounting & Finance Manager
Stacy Hilliard, CCC

Communications & Marketing Manager 
Local Pages Editor
Chris Masterson

Reliability Supervisor
Patrick McAndrew

Manager of Engineering
Bryon Roland

Purchasing & Facilities Manager
Brendan Short

Right-of-Way/Forestry Supervisor
Renee Spalla

Supervisor of Consumer Services
Chris Weller

Load Management Supervisor

Outages & Emergencies
1-800-332-7273
724-463-7273

Office Hours
Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Ebensburg Office: 
7 - 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

The commitment of an 
electric lineworker
By Chad Carrick, MBA, CFPC

From the President & CEO
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SpriNg is coming and that means 
increased thunderstorm activity. These 
thunderstorms can contain lightning 
that has the potential to knock out 
electrical power. While restoration of 
power can be a complicated process, 
REA Energy has a plan in place to 
turn the lights back on in a quick and 
efficient manner. 

There is a certain order that must be 
followed when restoring electric power. 
Electricity comes from the substation, 
and then the first line feeds into the 
second, the second into the third and 
so forth until the end of the line is 
reached. When performing repairs, the 
same order must be followed. It would 
be worthless to repair a service line to a 
house if the distribution lines were not 
working yet.

Repairing problems at a substation is 
REA’s top priority. Sometimes power is 
lost to the substations that are supplied 
by transmission lines. If the lines are 
the cooperative’s property, then we can 
fix them; if not, then we have to wait 
until another utility company repairs 
them. The substations are readied for 
power before the transmission line is 

energized.
Next on the repair list are three-phase 

main distribution lines. They are the 
main “artery” in transmitting power. 
The power has to go through them to 
reach consumers.

In an outage, some members will 
receive power when the substation 
or three-phase lines are re-energized. 
Sometimes, however, the damage is 
more extensive and major work will 
need to be done to a single-phase distri-
bution or tap line.

A tap line comes off the main line. It 
may feed a single home or many homes. 
Tap lines with the most consumers on 
them will be repaired first. Lastly, indi-
vidual services will be repaired.

Sometimes a tree or branch may 
rip wires from the home, and the 
homeowner will need to contact an 
electrician to re-establish a safe wiring 
connection.

You can help REA get your power 
back on as quickly as possible by fol-
lowing the steps below:
1.  Check your circuit breakers or fuses 

in your fuse box to make sure none 
are tripped or blown.

NEW CONSTRUCTION: REA Energy linework-
ers add new lines, which will be energized 
once construction is completed.

Be prepared for storms 2.  See if your neighbors have power.
3.  Call REA Energy’s outage number at 

724-463-7273 or 1-800-332-7273, 
and our automated phone system 
will automatically record your name, 
account number, location and the 
time you called in. If you choose to 
leave a message, stay on the line and 
your message will be recorded for 
our dispatcher’s use. With the outage 
reporting system, it is not necessary 
to call the system and/or office phone 
multiple times. 

4.  If your power is restored and goes 
out again, call our office to report 
the problem again; we may think the 
problem was fixed the first time.

5.  Most importantly, be patient. If the 
outage occurs during a storm, many 
people are trying to call at the same 
time.
REA Energy appreciates your pa-

tience as an affected consumer during 
an outage. REA Energy recognizes the 
inconvenience experienced by all af-
fected members. REA Energy, with its 
dedicated employees, works 24 hours 
a day to restore and maintain power to 
all consumers. if your phone number 
has recently changed, please call 
724-349-4800 or email reaenergy@
reaenergy.com. l

Lives on the line 
America’s electric cooperatives have designated the second Monday of 

April as National Lineworkers Appreciation Day.

We depend on our entire staff to keep REA Energy running smoothly, 
but on April 8, 2019, we honor all lineworkers who often find themselves 
in dangerous and challenging situations, so our lives may be a little bit 
brighter and safer every day. These brave men and women repair dam-
aged lines and maintain critical infrastructure for our communities. Without 
their hard work and commitment to the job, our co-op would not thrive. No 
matter the time — day or night, weekday or weekend — if the lights go out, 
so do they. 

In addition to aiding members in our local service territory, lineworkers 
are always willing and eager to volunteer when a neighboring community, 
county or state is in need after a major outage occurs. Our lineworkers are 
brave, committed and critical to our success.  

We hope you will join us in thanking the many lineworkers — both locally 
and around the world — who light our lives. Remember, your power works 
because they do! 

Use #ThankALineworker on social media to show your support.
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SpriNg is an optimal time of year to dream up and 
achieve your landscaping masterpiece; perhaps you’re 
planning to build a new deck to enjoy those warm 
spring evenings. If any of your spring projects require 
digging –– such as planting trees or shrubs, or setting 
posts –– remember to dial 811 first. 

Underground utilities, such as buried gas, water and 
electric lines, can be a shovel thrust away from turning 
a spring project into a disaster.

Play it safe by dialing 811 to find out where utility 
lines run on your property. Your call will be routed to 
a local “one call” center. Tell the operator where you’re 
planning to dig and what type of work you will be do-
ing, and affected local utilities will be notified. 

In a few days, a locator will arrive to designate the 
approximate location of any underground lines, pipes 
and cables. These areas will be marked with flags or 
paint so you’ll know what’s below. Then the safe dig-
ging can begin.

Although many homeowners tackling do-it-yourself 

digging projects are aware of “Call Before You Dig” 
services, not everybody takes advantage of the ser-
vice. A national survey showed that only 50 percent of 
homeowners called to have their lines marked before 
starting digging projects, according to the Common 
Ground Alliance (CGA), a federally mandated group 
of underground utility and damage prevention indus-
try professionals. CGA information also shows that an 
underground utility line is damaged every six minutes 
in the U.S. because someone decided to dig without 
first dialing 811.

Even simple tasks like installing a new mailbox post 
can damage utility lines, which can disrupt service to 
an entire neighborhood, harm diggers, and potentially 
result in fines and repair costs. 

Never assume the location or depth of underground 
utility lines. There’s no need: the 811 service is free, 
prevents the inconvenience of having utilities inter-
rupted and can help you avoid serious injury. For more 
information about local services, go to call811.com. l

Know what’s below; dial 811 before you dig

rea energy cooperative, inc

14c
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Howard Terndrup
District 4

Sandra Dill
District 9

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer

District 5

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Sam Eckenrod
District 1

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman

District 8

John R. Learn
District 6

Anthony Enciso
District 7

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Your Board of Directors

Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work 

in the following areas in April: 
k  Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming 

the rights-of-way of the Laurel and Parkwood substation areas, 
in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Notification of work will be made to members in the areas 

affected. 
Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy 

specifications. If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800, or 
you can view the specifications online at: www.reaenergy.com.

All crews will carry cards and have magnets on their vehicles 
identifying them as REA Energy contractors.

Want to learn about 
our subsidiary? Visit  

reaservices.com
REA Energy Services, Inc. (REA 

ES) has a website for you to visit 
to learn more about the subsidiary. 
The homepage, shown to the right, 
is what you will see when you visit 
reaservices.com.
From the homepage, you can 

explore the different products and 
services that are offered. You can 
also send emails directly to the 
subsidiary with your questions by 
clicking on the link or sending it to 
reaservices@reaservices.com.
We will continue to make the site 

more user-friendly and add infor-
mation on REA Energy Services. 
Check back often.

REA Energy offices  
will be closed on  

Friday, April 19, 2019,  
in observance of  

Good Friday. Power outages 
can be reported by calling  

724-463-7273 or 800-332-7273.
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Life is always easier with a little help. From 
farms to front yards, from cattle ranches to 

cul-de-sacs, Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
energize local communities with the power and 
information they need to build a better energy 

future for their members.

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. 
Your source of power. And information.
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Dear Pat: When it comes to sav-
ing energy, it can be confusing 
to figure out what works and 

what doesn’t. I know you usually just 
answer one question, but can you let 
me know what you think about a few 
things I’ve heard over the years? — 
Keeley

Dear Keeley: Sure. Fire away!
Q: Is it true that turning lights off 

and on uses more energy than just 
leaving them on?
A: Not true. Turning off lights defi-

nitely reduces energy use. Turn off 
LED and incandescent bulbs every time 
you leave the room. The situation is a 
little different with compact fluorescent 
bulbs (CFLs). Turning them off does 
save energy but can shorten the life of 
the bulb. The rule of thumb for CFLs 
is to turn them off any time they won’t 
be used for 15 minutes or more.
Q: Would replacing my old windows 

with new, more efficient ones really 
cut my energy use in half?
A: No. While replacing inefficient 

windows with new, energy efficient 
windows can cut the heat loss through 
windows in half (or more), windows 
typically account for only about 25 to 
30 percent of your space heating costs. 
The amount of energy you use for 
heating and cooling is likely one-third 
to one-half of your total energy use, so 
replacing your old windows might only 
reduce your total energy costs by about 
10 percent. When you consider the 
high cost of new windows, you may 
not recoup your investment for 15 or 
20 years, or even longer.
Q: Burning wood in my fireplace 

should save on my heating costs, right?
A: Possibly, but certain conditions 

need to be met. The wood should be 

smartcircuits

dry and burned efficiently in a proper-
ly-installed, properly-placed, high-effi-
ciency wood stove or fireplace insert. 
Otherwise, it’s likely you’ll lose as much 
heat through your chimney as you’re 
distributing throughout the house.
Q: My kids claim using the dish-

washer is just as efficient as washing 
dishes by hand. Are they right?
A: Yes — in fact, it’s usually more 

efficient! Properly used dishwashers 
actually use less water while doing a 
better job, and as a bonus, they will 
save you more than 200 hours a year. 
For maximum energy savings, make 
sure your water heater is set to about 
120 degrees and use the most efficient 
wash/dry settings.
Q: I’ve heard it’s better to heat indi-

vidual rooms with an electric space 
heater and keep the doors closed to 
trap the heat. Is this true?
A: It’s possible to save money with an 

electric space heater if and only if you 
use it only a few hours a day and reduce 
your home’s thermostat setting by a 
couple degrees. Space heaters can cause 
fires, so they need to be used wisely and 

should never be left unattended. Which 
brings us to your next question …
Q: Should I close the vents in rooms 

that aren’t being used?
A: Most experts advise against this 

because closing supply registers forces 
your furnace or A/C unit to work 
harder. They advise keeping all your 
vents and doors open. If your system 
supplies too much heat to some rooms 
and too little to other rooms, you 
should talk to a heating and air condi-
tioning professional about modifying 
your ductwork.
Q: Does the age of my home deter-

mine how energy efficient it is?
A: Newer homes tend to be more 

efficient because energy codes have 
improved, but every home can have 
hidden energy issues, no matter its age. 
If you want to evaluate the efficiency 
of your home, it’s best to schedule an 
energy audit with a professional. l

This column was co-written by Pat 
Keegan and Brad Thiessen of Collabora-
tive Efficiency. For more information on 
energy efficiency myths, please visit: col-
laborativeefficiency.com/energytips.

Q&A: breaking down energy- 
saving claims

By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen 
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BurnCage™

PERFECT FOR:
• Sensitive fi nancial documents 
•  All burnable household waste*
• Old leaves and branches

STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
is lightweight, durable, and portable 
(it folds for easy storage).
PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize 
airfl ow and trap embers.
1600° 
TEMPERATURES 
mean more 
thorough burning 
with less ash.

Call for FREE Information Kit,
Pricing, and Factory Direct Offer!

BurnCage™

with the 
Stainless Steel

* Always check local 
ordinances before burning.

Now In 
3 Sizes!

TOLL
FREE

BurnCage.com 

877-200-6699 

XL
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MAX
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BURN SAFELY

RENEWRENEW
Your Driveway...
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Go Online or Call for FREE Info Kit!

FREE SHIPPING 6 MONTH TRIAL
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

... with the amazing 
DR® POWER GRADER!

TOLL
FREE

DRpowergrader.com 

877-200-6699 

SAVES YOU MONEY—loosens and redistributes 
existing material, saving you from purchasing new 
gravel or stone.

EASY TO USE—tows behind your ATV or riding 
mower, fi lling in potholes and ruts.

PRECISE CONTROL of grading depth is 
adjustable from your driver’s seat.

AMAZINGLY DURABLE carbide teeth last 
10X longer than steel on ordinary box scrapers.

TRUST. ANOTHER 
PRECIOUS RESOURCE
WE’RE COMMITTED TO PRESERVING.

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.

Around here, there’s more to trust than making sure your lights come on 
when you flip the switch. We also must have information you can trust, 
whether it’s about local renewable energy options or ways to lower your bill. 
For more, visit TouchstoneEnergy.com.

TOUCHSTONEENERGY.COM
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countrykitchen

get cracking
By Janette Hess

A trained journalist, Janette Hess 
focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. 
She is a Master Food Volunteer 
with her local extension service 
and enjoys collecting, testing  
and sharing recipes.

This year, Easter falls 21 days into April. In the three weeks leading up to the 
celebration, we’ll all have plenty of time to enjoy eggs — from the decadent 
foil-wrapped variety to the more nutritious carton-packed variety. On your 

next visit to the market, pick up a dozen or two real eggs and get cracking!

In Sausage-Stuffed Brunch Eggs, traditional deviled eggs give way to sau-
sage-stuffed eggs smothered in a gravy-like sauce. It should come as no surprise 
that this dish is best served with hot biscuits. 

Scrambled Egg Sandwiches put a gourmet spin on traditional breakfast sandwiches. English muffins and Canadian bacon still 
are on the ingredient list, but scrambled egg patties add more flavor than simple fried eggs. An additional egg-centric option is 
Crustless Herb Quiche. Delicious for breakfast, brunch, lunch or dinner, it comes together quickly without the hassle of pastry.

This April, enjoy eggs in all of their delicious iterations! l

In skillet, brown sausage over medium heat, stirring to 
break sausage into small bits. Set aside. Halve eggs length-
wise and remove yolks. Place yolks in mixing bowl and 
mash with fork. Add sausage, mayonnaise and lemon juice; 
stir to combine. Using clean hands, pack mixture onto egg 
halves. If mixture is too dry to pack, add additional may-
onnaise 1 teaspoon at a time. Place stuffed eggs in sprayed 
or buttered 8- or 9-inch square baking dish. Add butter to 
drippings in skillet. Melt butter over medium heat and add 
flour. Stir to combine. Whisk in milk. Cook and stir over 
medium heat until thickened. Add mustard, Worcestershire 
sauce and salt. Add pepper to taste. Pour over eggs and 
lightly dust with paprika (for mild eggs) or cayenne pepper 
(for spicy eggs). Bake at 300 degrees for 30 minutes. Top 
with sliced green onions. Makes 4 servings.

Sausage-Stuffed brunch Eggs
6 eggs, hard-cooked and 

peeled
1/2 pound ground 

sausage
2 teaspoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons 

mayonnaise, plus 
more if needed

2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons flour
1 cup milk

1 tablespoon grainy 
mustard

1 teaspoon 
Worcestershire sauce

3/4 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper
Paprika or cayenne 

pepper for garnish
2 or 3 green onions, 

thinly sliced

Melt butter in 9-inch pie pan as oven preheats to 350 
degrees. Remove butter when just melted. In mixing 
bowl, toss together baking mix and shredded cheese. Add 
cottage cheese, beaten eggs, light cream and all seasonings. 
Carefully spoon mixture over melted butter. Return to 
oven and bake 35 to 40 minutes, or until pick inserted in 
center comes out clean. Makes 6 to 8 servings.

In non-stick frying pan, melt butter over medium-low 
to medium heat. Add cream cheese. Using heat-proof 
spatula, stir to combine. Increase heat to medium and 
stir in egg. Season with salt and pepper. Slowly stir until 
egg begins to form soft curds. Using spatula, shape into 
English muffin-sized patty. Allow egg to set on first side 
before flipping over to opposite side. Reduce heat as need-
ed to avoid browning. While egg is setting, add Canadian 
bacon to pan to warm. When egg is set, transfer egg and 
Canadian bacon onto English muffin. 

Note: Eggs may be scrambled in multiples. When soft 
curds begin to form, use spatula to separate egg mixture 
into desired number of muffin-sized patties. Continue 
cooking according to recipe.

3 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup baking mix
1 cup (4 ounces) 

shredded gruyere or 
Swiss cheese

3/4 cup small-curd 
cottage cheese

4 eggs, lightly beaten
1/2 cup light cream 

(“half-and half”)

3 green onions, very 
thinly sliced

1 teaspoon dried chives
1 teaspoon dried parsley
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon dried 

mustard
1/4 teaspoon dried basil
Dash of cayenne pepper

For each sandwich:
1 egg, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon butter
1 tablespoon herb-and-

chive spreadable 
cream cheese

Salt and pepper to taste
1 slice Canadian bacon
1 English muffin, lightly 

toasted and buttered

crustless Herb Quiche

Scrambled Egg Sandwiches
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When to get rid of a tree
By George Weigel

Losing a tree can be like losing an 
old friend, especially when the 
tree has sentimental value, such 

as one the kids brought home when 
they were little or one that dear old 
dad planted decades ago.

Yet like people, a tree has a limited 
life span.

Sometimes, trees give warning that 
the end is approaching by growing 
smaller and fewer leaves or dropping 
dead branches.

Other times, they’ll limp along for 
many years, looking reasonably good 
on the outside while hiding fatal trou-
bles inside or beneath.

The problem is that failing trees are 
more at risk of coming down at any 
time — even without a storm.

When a target such as a house, car 
or person is in the way, that’s a real 
problem. Falling trees can crush roofs 
and cars, knock out power lines, and 
even kill people.

It’s not a threat to take lightly. I 
don’t mention this to scare you into 
getting out the chainsaw, but rather 
to suggest that it’s a good idea to pay 
attention to your trees.

At the top of the concern list is a 
tree that’s already dead.

Telltale signs are leafless and needle-
less branches and wood that’s brittle 
and brown underneath when you 
scrape off a little bark.

It’s just a matter of time until a dead 
tree topples. Get its removal to the top 
of your to-do list, especially if there’s a 
target within range.

Trees in trouble are a little harder to 
assess because some issues are tempo-
rary and non-fatal while others are the 
beginning of a slide toward death.

You may need to hire a certified 
arborist or similar tree expert to help 

george Weigel is a Pennsyl-
vania Certified Horticulturist, 
author of two books geared to 
gardening in Pennsylvania, and 
garden columnist for The Patri-
ot-News/Pennlive.com in Har-
risburg. His website is http://
georgeweigel.net.

In this case, ask yourself, “Is the tree 
more of a problem than an asset?”

If a tree has to come down, the good 
news is that it’s an opportunity to 
replant with something better or more 
suited to the site. l

LOOK AT YOUR TREES: Struggling trees with “targets” nearby, 
like these vehicles, are candidates for removal.

powerplants

you make the call.
Some things to look for: 

k  Leaf issues. Failing 
trees usually produce 
smaller leaves, turn 
color early in fall, or 
drop leaves unusually 
early. This could be a 
weather-related, sin-
gle-season setback, but 
it’s also often a first 
sign of trouble.

k  Dead or dropping 
limbs. A few small 
droppers here and 
there usually aren’t 
a serious threat, but 
when more and more 
are coming down or 
bigger and bigger ones 
are dropping, that’s 
more worrisome.

k  Signs of decay. Sunken 
soft spots, cracks in  
the trunk, fungal 
growths and wounds 
with seeping liquid are 
signs that decay may 
be occurring.

k  Leaning trees. Crooked 
trees are not necessar-
ily a hazard, but ones 
that have recently begun leaning — 
especially if you see that the roots 
are now exposed — are losing their 
support.

k  Root decay. Are mushroom-like 
growths appearing around the base 
of the tree or out of the ground 
nearby? Those are most likely 
root-rotting fungi and a sign of 
increasing trouble.
Sometimes, even healthy trees are best 

removed, such as ones growing into 
power lines or ones pushing in house 
foundations or pushing up sidewalks.
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Appearances can be 
deceiving

The northern flying squirrel, on the 
other hand, is in trouble despite its 
almost-identical appearance. 

“The northern flying squirrel, which 
is listed as endangered in Pennsyl-
vania, is a part of the state’s historic 
population of wildlife,” says William 
M. Williams, information and educa-
tion supervisor for the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission (PGC). “It is a 
native Pennsylvania species that was 
here prior to the European coloniza-
tion. Because of human behavior in 
destroying their habitat, the conifer 
forest, they have been wiped out in 
Pennsylvania almost entirely.”

However, there is a group of people 
determined to halt the decline in the 
northern flying squirrel numbers and, 
if possible, increase their population in 
the state through forest management.

Greg Turner, the PGC state mam-
mologist, is one of those people. He 
has been studying northern flying 
squirrels since 1995 when he was a 
part of a study team at Wilkes Univer-
sity in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. He and his 
university colleagues wrote a grant to 
obtain funding specifically to deter-
mine the distribution of the northern 
flying squirrel in Pennsylvania.

“The northern flying squirrel is very 
rare and very difficult to find,” Turner 
reports. “It is a mammal that is very 
secretive and rare, so they get ignored 
by a lot of people because it takes a lot 
of time and work to figure them out, 
but I like the challenge.”

Fewer than 50 northern flying squir-
rels have been located in Pennsylvania 
since 1995. 

“That gives you a good idea of how 
rare they are,” Turner says. “I have 
personally handled around 30 of 
those. In an effort to locate where they 
are, we have placed over 700 nest box-
es across the state, and we have also 

The southern flying squirrel, with its 
disproportionately large eyes, conspic-
uous skin flaps and a flattened tail to 
assist in gliding, is prevalent in much 
of the state. However, these nocturnal 
creatures go about their lives seldom 
noticed — unless they inadvertently 
end up in a chimney with no way 

out. When they are seen gliding from 
treetop to treetop to rooftop in the 
darkness, they are often mistaken for 
a bat or a bird. Once found only in 
the southern United States, they have 
slowly but steadily crept northward 
until they have taken over much of 
Pennsylvania. 

Air rescue
Saving Pennsylvania’s northern flying squirrel

WHICH oNe ARe YoU? Northern flying 
squirrels are endangered in Pennsylvania, while 
numbers of the nearly identical southern flying 
squirrels are expanding. The only observable 
difference between the two is the color of the 
base of their chest hairs.

By Kathy Hackleman 
Senior Editor/Writer

It is almost impossible to distinguish between a northern flying squirrel and a 
southern flying squirrel without close observation of the hairs on their chest 
(if the hairs are white from tip to base, it’s a southern flying squirrel; if they are 

white at the tip, but darker at the base, it’s a northern flying squirrel). While to the 
average Pennsylvanian, it appears as if one could easily be substituted for the other, 
they are very different.
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done some live-trapping. Live-trapping 
is a very labor-intensive process as we 
bait the traps in the evening and check 
them at first light daily because our 
primary goal is not to harm any of the 
species.”

Electric cooperative members in ter-

ritories served by Cambridge Springs-
based Northwestern Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC), Youngsville-based 
Warren EC, Mansfield-based 
Tri-County REC, Wysox-based Claver-
ack REC and Forksville-based Sulli-
van County REC are the most likely 
Pennsylvanians to observe the elusive 
critters in the wild. The majority of the 
northern flying squirrels captured in 
recent years have been in the Poconos, 
though one was captured in Warren 
County and one was found in Potter 
County.

Because it can take thousands and 
thousands of hours to corral just one 
flying squirrel in a live trap, research-
ers are taking a new path.

“We are using ultrasonic acoustic 
detectors, recording them as they com-
municate by chirping,” Turner says. 
“We have isolated their chirp, and we 

record for a week or two in a specific 
location. The problem is that the de-
tector is set off by anything, bats flying 
by, raindrops, a deer stepping on a 
stick. Just from last year, we have 600 
gigabytes of files to go through. There’s 
no way to go through that much 
material to find a single chirp, so we 
are working on the last step, getting an 
automated computer program to sift 
out northern flying squirrel calls.”

It’s complicated
If this all sounds complicated, it is.
“You need lots of people with specif-

ic skills, including statistical analysis 
and research, someone who is good 
with fungi and lab work, people who 
know mammals, foresters and ecolo-
gists, people on the ground with the 
game commission to help us manage 
habitats,” Turner says. “We all partner 
up to get it done. Without everybody, 
we wouldn’t have this story. It is truly 
a collaborative effort.”

In the meantime, these interested 
groups and individuals aren’t just 
focused on knowing the current status 
of the northern flying squirrel in Penn-
sylvania. They have developed a plan 
they hope will slow and ulti-
mately reverse the population 
decline. They know the major 
reason for the decline.

“One hundred to 120 years 
ago, much of Pennsylvania’s 
forests were clear-cut,” Wil-
liams explains. “Before that, 
the forests were filled with 
hemlock, white pine, birch 
and beech trees. A lot of what 
grew back were more south-
ern species like maples and 
oaks. That’s when the south-
ern flying squirrels started 
moving in, and now they are 
the most abundant squirrel 
in the state even though 
people don’t often see them 
because they are nocturnal.”

The two types of flying squirrels do 
not co-exist (the prevailing theory is 
that the southerns carry an intestinal 
parasite that is deadly to the north-
erns), but it is the lack of mature, 

conifer forests that has spelled the 
most danger for the northern flying 
squirrels. The loss of the conifer forest 
has not affected the southern flying 
squirrel as its food supply is much 
more varied, from eggs and insects to 
seeds and carrion.

“The northern flying squirrel is 
more of a food specialist,” Williams 
reports. “It eats a very specific, limited 
set of foods. One of them is the small 
fungi that grow underground on 
coniferous trees. The trees, fungi and 
squirrels are all working together; each 
has an essential role. The fungi is food 
for the squirrel. As the squirrels move 
around in the woods, they deposit 
spores, which allow the fungi to grow 
in other places. The squirrel needs the 
trees to live in and jump off of in order 
to glide. The tree needs the fungi in 
order to live as the fungi help the tree 
to acquire moisture during hot, dry 
summers. All three are dependent on 
each other.”

Rescue plan
Because one of the traditional favor-

ite homes of the northern flying squir-
rel — the hemlock — is in trouble 

itself from the spread of the invasive 
hemlock woolly adelgid, biologists and 
foresters are focusing on tree regener-
ation projects as the way to revive the 
northern flying squirrel population in 
Pennsylvania. 

THE BETTER TO SEE YOU WITH: Both the 
nocturnal northern flying squirrels and southern 
flying squirrels have large eyes, which helps 
them to see better at night.

LooKING to tHe FUtURe: Pennsylvania Game Commission 
employees gather red spruce cones to plant at a state nursery. 
When the seedlings are ready, they are transplanted to state-
owned land, with the expectation they will eventually provide 
homes and food for the endangered northern flying squirrel.
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TIMELINES

Committed to the job.
Committed to safety.
Committed to you,
our members.
Lineworker Appreciation Day

April 8, 2019

“A number of years ago, our forest-
ers began anticipating that some of the 
areas where northern flying squirrel 
had been found traditionally were 
going to be affected by the hemlock 
woolly adelgid, so they began planting 
red spruces,” Williams says. 

One of the duties of PGC employ-
ee Brian Stone, nursery manager at 
Howard Nursery, is to work with the 
Department of Conservation and Nat-
ural Resources (DCNR) to collect red 
spruce cones and nurture them until 
the seedlings can be planted.

“We take our binoculars and look 
up into mature red spruces to check 
for cones developing near the top of 
the tree,” Stone explains. “We work 
with DCNR to collect the cones and 
start them in our nurseries. Red spruce 
has a real niche where it grows. Most 
of the locations in Pennsylvania are in 
Sullivan, Wyoming and Luzerne coun-
ties (areas served by Sullivan County 
REC and Claverack REC).”

Cones are dried and stored until 
they are ready to be planted. Seedlings 
—  about 12 to 18 inches tall after 
three years — are provided to state 
employees, biologists, land managers 
and foresters, who plant them in state-
owned forests. By hand. 

“You wear a bag on your hip and 
you carry a spade that you shove into 
the ground; you bend over, plant the 
tree and ‘heel’ it in with your shoe,” 
Stone says. “There is nothing more 
satisfying, but it is really hard work.”

In an ideal world, Stone says, each 
pound of red spruce seeds would equal 
100,000 to 280,000 trees. Of course, 
not every seed germinates, and not 
every seedling survives once it is left 
on its own in the wild. 

The men and women who are dedi-
cated to saving an endangered species 
know they have an extended, difficult 
project on their hands, but they be-
lieve it is worth it.

“All species have a role in our en-
vironment,” Turner says. “And while 
we may or may not understand what 
those roles are, and we may not find 
out what those roles were until we lose 
them, it’s too late then.” l
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techtrends

There’s no doubt about it. Today 
we have more cords and cables 
on our tables, desks, and coun-

tertops than ever before. It is an epi-
demic of clutter, chaos and confusion. 
But is there a better way?

Phones, tablets, cameras, Bluetooth 
devices and other gadgets give you two 
options for charging. You can plug 
them into the USB port of your com-
puter or use the USB wall plug adapter 
(which always seems to disappear!) 
that you can plug into any outlet. Both 
options work fine. Unless you have a 
family with multiple devices. Some-
times two outlets just won’t cut it. 

The simple solution is to use a 
power strip and plug everything into 
that. Some power strips even come 
with USB ports. 

Another solution is to install wall 
outlets that have both traditional 
three-prong outlets and USB ports. 
This solution is simple. However, it 
does require replacing the existing 
wall outlet and some people may be 
uncomfortable doing this. You should 
consult a licensed electrician if you 
have any questions. 

It’s worth noting that both options, 
power strips and wall outlets with USB 
ports, have two potential downsides. 
The first is that cords will be visible, 
so clutter could still be an issue. The 
other downside is that power strips 
and outlets do not have the capability 
to prevent overcharging or turn off 
power once the device is fully charged. 

Several years ago, overcharging a 
device was a potential problem and it 
led to diminished battery life. How-
ever, today’s modern electronics come 
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with enough “smarts” built in to pre-
vent overcharging. This has helped 
prevent damage to the battery and 
eliminate the dreaded vampire load. 
Vampire load is power used by devices 
when they are simply plugged in and 
not actually performing a task. It’s 
essentially wasted energy. 

If you are looking to tidy up 
charging cables and use devices like 
a Bluetooth speaker, you may want 
to invest in a USB charging station. 
Charging stations allow multiple 
devices to be charged in a sleek and 
elegant tabletop station that hides the 
cables. You can use short USB cables 
that are tucked away, and the charging 
station plugs into an outlet, only using 
one cord. Some charging stations also 
support wireless charging for devices 
equipped with that capability. 

Some charging stations claim to 

eliminate vampire load, and some also 
claim to offer different charging rates 
to different devices. Given the number 
of stations available both online and at 
big-box retailers, it’s important to read 
the reviews and learn from the experi-
ences of others. 

The most important aspect is finding 
one that has enough space to accom-
modate your current devices and those 
that you may add over the coming 
years. l

Brian Sloboda is a program manager 
specializing in energy efficiency for the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade association 
representing more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives. From growing suburbs to 
remote farming communities, electric 
co-ops serve as engines of economic devel-
opment for 42 million Americans across 
56 percent of the nation’s landscape.

cutting cord clutter
By Brian Sloboda 

CHARGING DeVICes: today, we have more devices than ever before, and that means more cords 
and cables on our tables, desks, and countertops. Luckily, there are options available to help you cut 
the cord clutter.
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classified Advertisements classified Advertisementsclassified Advertisements
Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
ceived 30 days prior to the issue month. Classified ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For 
more information please contact Michelle M. Smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE Headings: 
• Around the House
• Business opportunities 
• employment opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real estate
• Recipes & Food
• tools & equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

PLEASE SubmIt A cLEARLy WRIttEn oR tyPEd  
SHEEt WItH tHE FoLLoWIng REQuIREd InFoRmAtIon:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.

o  non-members should submit name, address, phone number, 
and email address, if applicable.

o month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSIFIEd Ad SubmISSIon/RAtES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cAPItAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SPEcIAL Headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 

PAymEnt:
Please make cHEcK/monEy oRdER payable to: PREA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEnd comPLEtEd Ad coPy And PAymEnt to: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.o. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

cRAnE SERVIcE

NeeD A LIFt? Crane service for all your lifting 
needs. Experienced, fully insured, Owner-
operated and OSHA-certified. Precision Crane 
LLC, Linesville, PA 814-282-9133.

FLy-FISHIng ARt

UNIQUe, oRIGINAL, oNe-oF-A-KIND gifts for 
the angler. Visit: DPKrupaanglingart.com and 
shop ETSY.com.

gIFt & cRAFt IdEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

gun SHoW

CeNtRe HALL GUN sHoW, April 13 & 14. 
Centre County Fairgrounds. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Firearms, knives, hunting & shooting supplies. 
$5 admission, kids under 16 free. Food and free 
parking. www.centrehallgunshow.com.

HEALtH InSuRAncE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 844-591-2797 (PA). Call us regarding 
Medicare supplements, too.

HuntIng LAnd

LooKING to ReNt LAND for turkey and deer 
hunting in Susquehanna County. Small group 
4-6 hunters. We would only be there a few times 
a year. Please call Steve: 410-708-8012.

100% gRASS-FEd bEEF

BURGeR BY tHe PoUND. Quarters, halves, 
8 to 10-lb. sample packs. USDA–inspected. 
Information www.mccormick.farm or 814-472-
7259.

“AA” RooFIng

eXPeRts IN HARD-to-FIND LeAKs! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern 
PA for over 40 years. Speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

ARound tHE HouSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

CARPeNteR Bees Be GoNe!!! solid wood 
carpenter bee traps. No chemicals. stoPs 
BoRING. trapped bees are visible. Reusable. 
$25. Buy four for free shipping. Information/order: 
www.boringbees.com or call 814-333-1225.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

buILdIng SuPPLIES   

FACtoRY seCoNDs of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

buILdIng SuPPLIES   

steeL RooFING AND sIDING. over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

buSInESS oPPoRtunItIES

PAVING/seALCoAt BUsINess – everything 
you will need to own your own paving/sealcoat 
business. Including vehicles, equipment and 
repeat client listing, etc. For more information, call 
717-566-4112 or 717-776-7926.

WHAt MAKes eZCARD/toWN LIFe the 
perfect business? The same thing that makes 
Amazon, Facebook, Twitter successful! It is an 
online business with virtual access 24/7. It is a 
digital business that is simple, fun and you can 
profit from as it grows virally in an unlimited way. 
You can come in on the ground floor, and get 
paid residually up to 50% of an amazing product 
that everybody wants and needs! It is so EZ: Text 
smile to 63975 or ezcard.com/?63975. 

conSuLtIng FoREStRy SERVIcES

NoLL’s FoRestRY seRVICes. timber sales, 
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest 
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management. 
FREE Timber Land Recommendations. 30 years 
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

CeNtRe FoRest ResoURCes. Forest 
Management Services, Wildl i fe Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FREE Timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

RAYstoWN FoRestRY CoNsULtING 
timber sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat 
management. Dedicated to sustainable harvests 
for present and future generations to enjoy. 45 
years experience. 814-448-0040 or 814-448-
2405.
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HuntIng LEASES

WANteD PRoPeRtIes 250 ACRes AND 
LARGER. Professionally managed hunting 
leases. Yearly income to offset property taxes. 
$1,000,000 liability insurance. Know who is on 
your property. www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
724-422-5525.

LAWn & gARdEn EQuIPmEnt

HARRINGtoNs eQUIPMeNt CoMPANY, 
475 Orchard Rd., Fairfield, PA 17320. 717-
642-6001 or 410-756-2506. Lawn & Garden 
equipment, Sales – Service – Parts. www.
HarringtonsEquipment.com.

mIScELLAnEouS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 
814-329-0118.

PoWdER coAtIng

ALMost ANYtHING MetAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
Sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-3770.

REAL EStAtE

VIRGINIA’s eAsteRN sHoRe. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. 
Waterside Village 3/4 acre homesites near 
marina from $18,000 with storage for RV and 
boat. Beach access nearby. Clearview 1.8 acre 
waterfront on scenic cove $119,900. Many 
free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low taxes. 
Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

REAL EStAtE

LAKeFRoNt VACAtIoN HoMe on a beautiful 
private lake with no association fees in Bentley 
Creek, Pa. The home is 7 years old with 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, and maintenance-free. It 
comes fully furnished inside and out. $279,900. 
570-888-2825.

HUNtING PRoPeRtY beautiful, secluded 
84 acres in two connected parcels, Grant 
Twp., surrounded by 100s of acres of vacant 
land. Rustic, 2-story barn-style cabin shell 
with vinyl siding, double-pane windows, 3-car 
undergarage, no improvements except electric. 
$189,900. Flexible terms. Call 307-299-1520.

REcIPES & Food

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-3381 
or sbarton.myshaklee.com.

tRActoR PARtS – REPAIR/REStoRAtIon

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage 
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online 
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, Pa. 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FORD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.

VAcAtIonS & cAmPSItES

NeW sMYRNA BeACH, Fla., condo rental. 
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from 
beach. Not available January - March. Call for 
rates. 814-979-8058 or 814-635-4020.

WAntEd – oLd bARnS 

WE BUY QUALIFIED old barns. We also 
dismantle old sheds, warehouses and 
outbuildings. Call 814-329-4030. No sunday 
calls. 

WAntEd to buy 

oLD FARM MACHINeRY and also standing 
timber. Free estimates. Robert Miller. Leave a 
message. 814-938-3128.

CoLLeCtoR LooKING to BUY old gas 
pumps, gas & oil signs and other petroliana 
collectibles. Call or text 814-952-5449.

WIndoW REPLAcEmEnt

ARe YoUR WINDoWs DRAFtY? We sell 
and install all styles of vinyl windows, double- or 
triple-pane glass options. Windows come with a 
lifetime warranty. Over 13 years of installing. We 
also do roofing. For a free estimate, call Matthew 
at 814-602-3892.

Reach nearly 166,000 rural 
Pennsylvania households!  
Advertise in Penn Lines.  

For more information, please visit  
our website at www.prea.com/ 

penn-lines-magazine 
or call 717.233.5704
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punchlines

do you want to buy a box of cookies?
By Earl Pitts, American

Social commentary from Earl 
Pitts — a.k.a. GARY BUR BANK, 
a nation ally syndicated radio 
per son ality — can be heard on 
the following radio stations that 
cover electric cooperative ser-
vice territories in Pennsylvania: 
WANB-FM 103.1 Pittsburgh; 

WARM-AM 590 Wilkes-Barre/ scran ton; WIoo-
AM 1000 Carlisle; WEEO-AM 1480 Shippens-
burg; WMTZ-FM 96.5 Johnstown; WQBR-FM 
99.9/92.7 Mcelhattan; WLMI-FM 103.9 Kane; 
and WVNW-FM 96.7 Burnham- Lewistown. You 
can also find him at earlpittsamerican.com.

A few weeks ago, I met the great-
est salesperson on earth. This person 
made that Tony Robbins infomercial 
yahoo look like a clueless vagrant. This 
person could sell dental insurance to 
somebody with dentures. I ain’t lyin’ to 
you — I had met my match the minute 
I said, “Hi.”

She was 11 years old, and she was 
sellin’ Girl Scout cookies.

It was Runt Wilson’s granddaugh-
ter, and she caught up with us at the 
bowlin’ alley. As a bit of background 
— I believe Girl Scout cookies are the 
biggest scam of our times. You get 15 
cookies in the box for something like 
28 bucks, right? I mean, the people 
sellin’ cookies at the mall WISH they 
had the guts to overcharge like these 
kids do.

The people sellin’ $10 beers at the 
ballpark could learn a lesson from 
the Girl Scouts. In fact — if it was 
Girl Scouts sellin’ beer at the game — 
they’d be $15 bucks a can. But appar-
ently there’s some kind of age rule at 
the ballpark.

Anyway, back to my story. She says, 
“Mr. Pitts, are you goin’ to buy cookies 
this year?” I says, “Yes, Charlotte, I 
will get a box of Thin Mints for Mrs. 
Pitts.” She looks at Runt and goes, 
“Grandpa, he’s only getting one box.” 
Runt gives me a look, and I go, “And 
that’s just for Mrs. Pitts. I’ll get a box 
of Somoas for me.”

She looks at Runt again, and I cut 

her off. “Hang on, girl. There’s ‘Somoa’ 
my order.” 

We got Dos-si-does for the kids. 
Two more boxes of Thin Mints to 
send to Pearl’s mama. I don’t remem-
ber every box we got, but it ended up 
totalin’ $137.

Mark my words, when that little girl 
graduates high school there are car 
dealers in this town gonna draft her 
like a Heisman winner if they know 
what they’re doin’.

Wake up, America! When she left, 
Runt smacked me on the back and 
goes, “Thanks for doin’ that, Earl.” I 
says, “No problem, Runt. Just remem-
ber — next month is Earl Junior’s 
band’s candy drive.” I hope he remem-
bers ‘cause if he don’t buy a bunch of 
candy, next month at this time, I’m 
goin’ be eatin’ Girl Scout cookies AND 
band candy. I’m Earl Pitts, American. 

This world is getting curiouser 
and curiouser — I’ll tell you 
that. My better half, Pearl, has 

a birthday comin’ up. So I asked her 
what she wanted. Now, I figured I 
might not get her what she wants, but 
at least she’ll know I’m thinkin’ about 
her.

She says this year she wants one of 
those exercisin’ bicycles. Only get this 
— not a bicycle that you take outside. 
No sir. This is an indoors exercisin’ 
bicycle. One of those stationary bicy-
cles.

She says she seen this on the TV. 
Where they got an indoor exercisin’ 
bicycle with a computer screen on it. 
You turn it on, and it shows you a 
picture of the outside. So, you put this 
stationary exercisin’ bicycle in your 
basement, push the button and it looks 

like you’re ridin’ outside. She says she 
can ride along the ocean. She can ride 
the Swiss Alpines. In the basement!

To me, this would be like settin’ 
my kids up with YouTube videos, and 
tellin’ them I got ’em a cat. Sooner or 
later, they’re gonna catch on.

And she says, she can join a spinnin’ 
wheel class. With a world-class coach. 
All by herself. In the basement. She can 
join group rides — all together with 
other people sittin’ on their bicycles — 
in their basements. So how cool would 
that be?

She says think of all the people she 
could meet and exercise with — by 
herself — in the basement. She says 
this is the greatest thing in exercisin’ 
ever.

I didn’t understand it, but I figured, 
what the heck, it’s what she wants. 
So I watched that TV commercial and 
I called those exercisin’ bike people. 
Found out how much one of these 
miracle machines might cost. Yeah, I’m 
gonna get her a second-hand Schwinn.

Wake up, America! She’s gonna have 
to ride to the city park and back while 
pretendin’ she’s in France while she’s 
in the basement. I think I’m a pretty 
good husband, so I figure I’ll get her a 
beret, too. I’m Earl Pitts, American. l

I’m just sittin’ here eatin’ a Girl 
Scout cookie. Do you believe that? 
Who am I kiddin’? I probably 

already downed at least a half a box 
tonight. An’ whose fault is that, you 
say. Well, let me tell you.
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ruralreflections

Spring arrives

April may still fool us with some cold days and 
nights, but warm, sunny days are sure to follow. 
No matter what the Pennsylvania weather brings, 

we want to see your photos highlighting Pennsylvania’s 
people and places.

Amateur photographers are encouraged to send photos 
to Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108-1266. Include your name, address, phone number 
and the name of your electric cooperative. 2019 winners 
in each of five categories — artistic, landscape, human, 
animal and editor’s choice — will receive $75 and run-
ners-up will receive $25.

We work ahead, so please send summer photos by 
May, fall photos by July and winter photos by September 
(hint: save your spring photos to submit next year). 2019 
photos will be returned in early 2020 if you include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. l
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