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Guest Column

Annual meeting update
By Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE
Communications & Marketing Manager

REA ENERGY’S Annual Meeting is
scheduled Thursday, Sept. 15, at the
Kovalchick Complex in Indiana.
For the first time since September
2019, the decision was made to hold an
in-person meeting. We are excited to
get back to meeting with our membership and look forward to seeing
everyone.
With the return to an in-person
meeting, your board and management
decided to make some changes to the
format of the overall meeting to enhance the convenience and experience
for members.
What perhaps is the most important
change to the format is a new start time
for the business meeting. The meeting
will now begin at 5:30 p.m., which is
one hour earlier than we have started
the meetings in the past. This will also
move up the time the doors will open to
the membership to 4 p.m. We do plan to
have entertainment before the business
meeting. This will start at 4:30 p.m. and
end at 5:15 p.m.
Another change to note is there will
not be a guest speaker. This will allow
for a town hall-type question-and-answer session at the end of the business
meeting.
In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we will also offer members the
ability to log on to the virtual platform,
GoTo Webinar, to view the meeting.
Information about logging on to the
virtual platform will be included on the
annual meeting notice.
To register to view the annual meeting virtually, you will need to go to
reaenergy.com and click on the “Annual
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Meeting Registration” button before
2 p.m. Sept. 15, the day of the meeting. This will admit you to the virtual
annual meeting and entitles the named
member(s) a chance to win a door
prize.
If we are unable to conduct an inperson meeting because of changes
in the COVID-19 situation, we will
conduct the event solely on the virtual
platform. If this becomes necessary, the
annual meeting notices will be sent with
information on how members can sign
up for the virtual meeting. By joining the
virtual meeting, you will still be able to
participate in the quorum, ask questions
and be entered for door prizes.

Thank you!
Your board of directors, management
and employees want to extend our
sincerest thank you to our members
for your patience and understanding
throughout the last few years. As we
move forward, we look forward to
continuing to serve you with the same
excellent service as we have over the
past 85 years.
Please keep watching for further
information about the 2022 annual
meeting in upcoming issues of Penn
Lines, on Facebook and in the annual
meeting notice. We look forward to
meeting with you! a
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Outage safety and restoration
By Emilee Howells
Marketing Specialist
THIS SUMMER brought many severe
storms to our area. With every storm
warning, there is always a threat of a power
outage. As a rural electric cooperative,
we know how essential power is, and our
number one goal is to deliver safe and
reliable service. When the power goes out,
our crews are notified immediately and
dispatched to the areas of damage, where
they begin restoration work right away to
get all members back in service as quickly
and safely as possible.
During major storms, we have our entire
team ready to support our restoration
efforts. That includes our lineworkers as
well as our office employees, who make the
restoration process run smoothly behind
the scenes. We also call on our contractor
crews and other cooperatives, if we need
their assistance.
In the middle of June, our cooperative
was hit with a storm that caused many
outages throughout our service territory.
Power in Cambria County was out in some
places for 36 hours, and our lineworkers
worked tirelessly to restore power in those

areas. The strong winds that the storm
brought caused many downed trees and
limbs, which damaged cooperative lines
and led to outages. (Photos of the storm
damage accompany this article.)
Whenever the electricity goes out, we’ve
come to expect service will be restored
fairly quickly. However, when a storm
causes widespread damage, longer outage
times can occur. Line crews work long,
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hard hours restoring service, but it’s a task
that needs to be done safely not only for
our lineworkers, but also our members.
One of the most dangerous categories
of line work is storm recovery work. Our
goal at REA Energy is to always make
sure our lineworkers get home to their
families safely after storm restoration. Our
crew works 14-hour shifts during storm
recovery; they are the first to arrive, and
the last to leave. Even on a clear and sunny
day, the job of a lineworker is extremely
dangerous. When you add heavy rain,
flooding, downed lines and broken trees
tangled with power lines to the mix, the
hazards of this job multiply.
Throughout the summer, the high
humidity in the air mixed with warm
temperatures makes thunderstorms more
common. There is also the risk of tornadoes
during these months, keeping everyone on
alert for storms. Electrical hazards during
the summer are often related to storms.
Lightning strikes, power outages, and other
electrical hazards in the aftermath of a
storm are the leading causes of death and
injury during summer months.
When storms approach, we always
make sure to alert our members about the
dangers that could arise with severe storms
and outages. It is imperative members
and the public stay away from all downed
power lines. Strong winds can cause
power lines and even poles to fall to the
ground, creating a huge safety problem for
everyone. Downed power lines can carry
an electric current strong enough to cause
serious injury or death. Electricity wants
to move from a high-voltage zone to a
low-voltage zone — and it could do that
through your body.
If you see someone who is in direct or
indirect contact with a downed line, do
not touch the person because you could
become the next victim. Call 911 instead;
this is critical to ensure you and others
do not get hurt. Do not attempt to move a
downed power line or anything in contact
with the line by using another object, such
as a broom or stick. Most important, do
not drive over downed lines. Instead, stay
in your car and honk your horn for help.
If you must leave your car because the
situation is dangerous, jump out of the
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vehicle with both feet together, taking care
to not touch the car’s frame. This helps you
avoid being a conduit for electricity from
the car to the ground. Shuffle away from
the car to avoid a “step potential,” which
is when you lift your foot off the ground,
allowing a path for electricity to travel into
your body.
Storms bring many dangers, so it’s
important to have a safety plan in place for
any weather hazard.
If you do run into a power outage, always
check our Facebook page for updates and
report any outages to 800-332-7273.
REA Energy would like to thank
all of our members for their patience
and understanding during the outage
restoration process. We also thank our
lineworkers and office employees for their
quick power restoration efforts. a

| AU G U ST 2 0 2 2

14c

rea energy cooperative, inc

What is Co-ops Vote all about?
Co-ops Vote is a campaign focused on enhancing the political
strength of electric cooperatives through voter engagement. The
goal of the campaign is to boost voter turnout in cooperative areas,
making sure that our members exercise one of their most basic
rights: the right to vote. Working in collaboration with states and
local co-ops, this non-partisan campaign educates and engages all
voters on important issues, such as expanding broadband coverage
in rural America, ensuring continued access to reliable electricity
and promoting the work of co-ops in developing innovative
renewable energy solutions.
Take the pledge, visit vote.coop today!
Students earn scholarships with winning essays
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions, it was decided that Pennsylvania cooperatives would not participate in the
2022 Rural Electric Youth Tour. The weeklong event gives students who are entering their senior year of high school the opportunity
to see the sights of Washington, D.C., and learn about our nation’s government and the role of rural electric cooperatives.
In 2022, REA Energy gave students who would have been eligible to apply for Youth Tour the chance to compete for a one-time
scholarship. Students were required to submit an application and write an essay on the topic of: “What are your personal thoughts of
the potential for electric vehicles to take the place of vehicles with internal combustion engines?”
We are pleased to announce we had several wonderful essays and will be awarding one-time scholarships to the following
students: Andrew Beer, Jordan Bender, Hayden Lucas and Rebecca Spence. Congratulations to all!

Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming
work in the following areas during August:
k Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service Inc. will be
trimming the rights of way of the Cherryhill, Tanoma and
Strongstown substation areas, in addition to emergency
maintenance areas.
Members in the areas affected will be notified. Contractors
will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy specifications. All contractor employees carry employee identification
cards and their vehicles display their company name.
If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800 or view the
specifications at reaenergy.com.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
REA Energy offices will be closed Monday,
Sept. 5, in observance of Labor Day and
will also be closed Tuesday, Sept. 27.
Please call 724-463-7273 or 800-332-7273
to report any power outages. Payments
can be placed in the drop box at both
office locations or via our online Member
Portal at reaenergy.com.
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