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energymatters

Electricity might flow into your 
neighborhood over your head, or 
under your feet. It’s easy to spot 

wires on top of those wooden poles and 
figure out how electricity gets delivered 
by overhead lines. But there’s also a 
way to deduce that you’ve got under-
ground lines — look for green metal 
boxes about the size of a mini-fridge 
sitting in people’s front yards.

They’re called pad-mounted trans-
formers, and they do the same thing 
as those gray cans up on top of the 
poles — step higher-voltage electricity 
down so it’s more useful and safer for 
your home. The major difference is a 
pad-mounted transformer connects to 
underground power lines.

No one is exactly sure what share of 
power lines in the U.S. are underground, 
but one industry study estimated 18%. 
To a lot of people, underground lines 
look better. But they’re more expensive 
to install. A lot more. As much as five 
or 10 times the cost, according to the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration. 
And while falling trees and cars crashing 
into poles can knock out above-ground 
power lines, underground problems 
can be more difficult to pinpoint and 
correct.

The big green boxes that connect 
power lines look surprisingly simple 
inside — wires come in and go out 
through the transformer.

Now that you know what they are, 
you don’t have to go looking inside, 
and you shouldn’t. Those locked boxes 
are routing a lot of electricity, so only 
expert lineworkers should be near the 
equipment. 

Never use pad-mounted transform-
ers as benches while waiting for the 
school bus, and kids should never play 
on or near them. Don’t plant landscap-
ing around pad-mounted transformers 

because our crews may need to get to 
them, and roots can interfere with the 
underground wires. Never dig near a 
pad-mounted transformer –– remem-
ber to dial 8-1-1 for any outdoor proj-
ects that require digging. 

Remember, whether you’re around 
underground or overhead utility 
equipment, the same safety rules apply 
— stay away from power lines. l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic develop-
ment for 42 million Americans across 
56% of the nation’s landscape.

Underground power and the big green box
By Paul Wesslund
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A one-on-one encounter with the regal woodland king known as the 
American Whitetail is an experience that avid sportsmen never forget. Now, 
you can wrap yourself in that wilderness adventure wherever you go with 
our “10-Point Buck” Men’s Camo Hoodie, featuring the work of acclaimed 
wildlife artist Al Agnew. Crafted in a black cotton-blend knit, our hoodie fea-
tures a custom camo-print created from the work of Al Agnew on both the 
sleeves and the hood lining. A dramatic close-up portrait of a 10-point buck 
with the same camou� age artwork is captured on the back in appliqué, and 
the front of the hoodie showcases an embroidered 10-point buck. This versa-

tile hoodie has two front pockets, rib knit cuffs and hem, and metal toggles 
on the cords... perfect for year-round comfort.  Imported.  

Exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed
This jacket is a superb value at $99.95*, payable in three convenient 
installments of $33.32 each and backed by our 30-day guarantee. To reserve 
yours, send no money now; just return the Priority Reservation. You won’t 
� nd this custom design in stores. So don’t miss out—order yours today! 

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax. 
©Agnew 2019. Al Agnew® is a registered trademark of The Al Agnew collection Trust.

©2019 The Bradford Exchange  01-20391-001-BIRR2

Order now at bradfordexchange.com/camodeer

*Plus a total of $11.99 shipping and service, plus sales tax; see bradfordexchange.com. Please allow 2 weeks
 after initial payment for shipment. All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

❑ M (38-40) 01-20391-011    ❑ XL (46-48) 01-20391-013

❑ L  (42-44) 01-20391-012    ❑ XXL (50-52) 01-20391-014

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                            State                      Zip             

Email
E66102

YES. Please reserve the “10-Point Buck” Men’s Camo 
Hoodie for me in the size indicated below.

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

A Custom Apparel Exclusive
from The Bradford Exchange

Get Ready for Your Next Wilderness Adventure

10-point buck 
emblazoned on back 
features Al Agnew’s 

art  in a custom 
camouflage design  

PRIORITY RESERVATION                           SEND NO MONEY 

NOW

01_20391_001_BIRR2.indd   1 3/4/19   5:49 PM



Groups support state’s  
dairy industry

Students, farm families, health and 
nutrition advocates, legislators, and 
policymakers joined the Pennsylvania 
Dairymen’s Association to call for the 

return of whole milk to schools at the 
Dairy Day for PA Healthy Kids press 
conference at the state capitol building 
June 18.

Two pieces of legislation — U.S. 
House Resolution 832, Whole Milk for 
Healthy Kids Act, and U.S. House Res-
olution 1769, the Dairy Pride Act — 
have been introduced by Pennsylvania 
lawmakers to help the state’s strug-
gling dairy industry, which contributes 
nearly $15 billion annually to the state 
economy.

House Resolution 832, sponsored 
by U.S. Rep. Glenn “GT” Thompson 
(R-15th), would amend the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act — a 2010 feder-
al law that limited schools to offering 
only skim and 1% milk to students. 
House Resolution 1769, sponsored by 
U.S. Rep. John Joyce (R-13th), would 
enforce regulations prohibiting label-
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ReMeMBeRING: Flight 93 National Memorial 
will highlight temporary memorials set up at the 
crash site soon after the incident on Sept. 11, 
2001.

WHOLE MILK: Dave Smith, executive director 
of the Pennsylvania Dairymen’s Association, 
calls for the return of whole milk to schools at 
the Dairy Day for PA Healthy Kids press confer-
ence at the state capitol building June 18.

rary memorial locations to the present 
permanent memorial. 

1.8 million pennsylvania 
households struggle to pay 
for basic necessities

The United Way of Pennsylvania re-
cently reported residents of 1.8 million 
Pennsylvania households (about 37 
percent of all households) struggled to 
pay for basic necessities, such as hous-
ing, food, transportation and child 
care, in 2017. 

This includes 1.2 million house-
holds with incomes above the federal 
poverty level, called ALICE (As-
set-Limited, Income-Constrained, 
Employed) households. According to 
the report, about 8 percent of Pennsyl-
vania households are at or below the 
federal poverty level (income below 
$12,060 for a single adult or $24,600 
for a family of four), while anoth-
er 24 percent fall within the ALICE 
level ($20,260 for a single adult and 
$59,340 for a family of four).

For more information about the 
United Way report, including individ-
ual county, township, and borough sta-
tistics, go to uwp.org, click on “Menu” 
and go to “ALICE.”

fallingwater gains World 
Heritage Site designation

The United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) has added Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Fallingwater in Fayette 
County as a World Heritage Site. The 
famous house, built over a 30-foot 
waterfall, joins Philadelphia’s Inde-
pendence Hall as the state’s second 
World Heritage Site as a location of 
“outstanding universal value.” It is one 
of eight Wright structures added to the 

keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

ing beverages made from plants and 
nuts as milk.

flight 93 national memorial 
illustrates history of 
temporary memorials

The Flight 93 National Memorial in 
Somerset County has a special exhibit, 
“Memories from the Memorial – Look-
ing Back 2001-2011,” that will be open 
to the public at the Flight 93 Learn-
ing Center from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
specific days through Sept. 8. Dates are: 
Aug. 3-4, Aug. 10-11, Aug. 18, Aug.  
24-25; Aug. 31, Sept. 1 and Sept. 7-8.

The new exhibit illustrates the 
history of the Flight 93 temporary 
memorial. It will include several items 
from the original chain-link fence 
memorial, including a sampling of me-
morial benches and flags, a portion of 
the original fencing, photographs, and 
oral histories. Interpretive panels will 
provide context regarding the exhibit 
and promote the upcoming “Trail of 
Remembrance,” a new trail to the for-
mer site of the temporary memorial, 
set to open in November.

During the exhibit’s hours, visitors 
will have a chance to connect with 
Flight 93 Ambassadors, the volunteers 
who worked at the different tempo-



ReCoGNItIoN: Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Fallingwater in Fayette County is honored as a 
World Heritage Site.

World Heritage List, which includes 
more than 1,000 sites worldwide.

Built by local craftsmen in the late-
1930s using sandstone quarried from 
the site, Fallingwater, its collections, 
and 469 acres are owned and operated 
by the Western Pennsylvania Conser-
vancy. It has been designated a National 
Historic Landmark, a Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania Treasure and Place of 
a Lifetime by the National Geographic 
Traveler Magazine. It also was named 
the “best all-time work of American 

architecture” in a poll of members of 
the American Institute of Architects.
Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative 
serves portions of Fayette County.

Governor announces first-
of-its-kind apprenticeship 
for teachers

Governor Tom Wolf recently an-
nounced a registered apprenticeship 
to train K-12 public school teachers 
to further develop their skills and 
better prepare students for their future 
careers, a first-of-its-kind endeavor in 
the United States.

The Apprenticeship to Mastery 
Program for Public School Teachers, a 
two-year, non-traditional apprentice-
ship program for K-12 public school 
educators in Montgomery County, 
was approved by the Department of 
Labor & Industry’s Apprenticeship 
and Training Office. The program will 
provide structured on-the-job training 
with Norristown Area School District, 
as well as summer rotations at local 
businesses. Acclerated online courses 
offer related technical instruction. l



Extreme pennsylvania
By Michael T. Crawford 

Associate Editor
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Running, biking and swimming 
all get the blood flowing, but 
some people want to get more 

than a little sweat from their hobby. 
They don’t want just any hobby — 
they are seeking an extreme hobby, one 
that gets the heart-pounding with a 
rush of adrenaline that can only come 
from being one wrong turn away from 
danger. And in rural Pennsylvania, 
there’s no shortage of opportunities to 
find just the right thrill for the job.

hobby is generally considered extreme 
when even the simplest mistake can 
have severe consequences.

But as any cooperative lineworker 
can tell you, a dangerous activity can 
still be accomplished safely. When he’s 
not making sure his crew has the right 
safety equipment for their jobs, Kyle 
Dynda, Coudersport crew chief for 
Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(REC), is donning his own protective 
gear to ride his motorcycle.

Through the forest.
“You’re almost in a bubble,” Dynda 

says with a laugh. “You’re covered head 

Admittedly, any hobby can have 
unforeseeably disastrous consequences 
— in 2005 a man died from exhaustion 
after a 50-hour video game marathon 
— but extreme examples don’t nec-
essarily equate to extreme hobbies. A 

Thrill-seekers push limits in PA

to toe, from helmet and goggles to 
chest protector. A lot of guys wear kid-
ney protectors, kneepads, boots, typical 
riding pants — they have hip pads and 
leg pads in them — and then a jersey.”

Dynda, who has been riding mo-
torcycles almost his entire life, started 
racing through woods — pine being 
his favorite — competitively five years 
ago when retired Tri-County REC line-
worker Bob Mathers introduced him to 
the world of hare scrambling.

“When you grow up in rural Amer-
ica and you ride motorcycles, you’re 

MUD AND MotoRCYCLes: Kyle Dynda, 
Coudersport crew chief for Tri-County Rural 
electric Cooperative (No. 1133) rides his motor-
cycle during a hare scramble hosted by the 
American Motorcyclist Association.
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sNoW FUN: A snowmobile trail groomer 
owned by Hilltop Howlers, a snowmobile club 
run by United EC member Scott Casteel, is 
stored at the club’s garage amid a collection of 
various snowmobiles in preparation for winter 
fun. Inset – Casteel installs a sign outside of the 
club’s entrance just after a snow storm.

already doing it,” Dynda says. “You’re 
already riding in the woods; that’s just 
where you go to ride. Once I started 
competing, it was just like the next 
step. I was already doing it for fun; 
adding the competition made it a lot 
more fun.”

A typical hare scramble lasts about 
two hours and takes place on a track 
between 8 and 12 miles long, Dynda 
explains. Whoever makes the most laps 
wins. Other hare scrambles have racers 
competing for the best time across a 
100-mile track.

Safety first
“This is endurance and speed mixed 

together,” Dynda explains. “You have to 
practice. You have to think about your 
next step — keep scanning to find the 
best line that you’re most comfortable 
riding. You’re on two tires, but bikes are 
so powerful that most of the time you’re 
on one — the back tire — because the 
front is coming off the ground. If you’re 
not paying attention to what you’re 
doing, you can wreck real quick.”

As well-armored as racers must be — 
no “helmet optional” in American Mo-
torcyclist Association-sanctioned races 
— Dynda takes time outside of racing 
to exercise to keep himself fit to ride.

“I try to go to the gym every morn-
ing,” Dynda says. “As soon as you start 
to get tired in the woods and you’re 
trying to hold your speed, one mistake 
or one wrong move and you could hit 
a tree at 40-plus miles per hour. You 
know that it could be life and death, so 
you take it pretty seriously.”

But for all the threat of imminent dan-
ger, Dynda’s hobby brings him great joy.

“I’ve made some of my new best 
friends doing this,” Dynda professes. 
“It seems like every year, it’s getting 
a little bigger and more people are 
following it.”

If two (or fewer) wheels rolling 

across the ground at 40 miles per hour 
seems a bit too extreme, there are still 
plenty of ground-bound ways to live 
life on the edge. In addition to 777 
miles of all-terrain vehicle (ATV) trails 
at state parks across the Common-
wealth, thrill seekers can find the larg-
est privately owned all-ATV organiza-
tion on the east coast in Heilwood, Pa.

Tri-County ATV — served by REA 
Energy Cooperative based in Indiana, 
Pa. — hosts a family-oriented ATV 
park, encouraging safety both on and 
off the vehicle. Cooperatively owned 
by club members, Tri-County ATV 
maintains “easy” options for all of its 
trails, ensuring multiple ways around 
certain landscapes to allow a family 
or group of riders with different skill 
levels to stay together.

“Our trails are not set up by diffi-
culty,” explains Ann Repine, board 
secretary/treasurer of Tri-County ATV. 
“Most everybody except us has their 
trails set up by color codes, like blue, 
yellow, green, black — black being 
the worst. … We have it set up that if 

you’re on the trail, and you come up 
to rocks or mud or anything like that, 
you’ll see that there is a trail that goes 
around it. That way people don’t ride 
over their heads.”

But don’t think more wheels or 
riding options alleviates the need for 
proper safety equipment.

“You need long pants, and you have 
to have a helmet at all times on an ATV,” 
stresses Repine, a founding member 
of Tri-County ATV. “Under no circum-
stances should you be riding without a 
helmet. Even in a side-by-side … if you 
hit your head on a metal bar, it’s just as 
bad as if you hit it on a rock.”

Good fun
When the rules are observed, there’s 

nothing standing in the way of having 
a good time. 

Rudy Isovitsch, a working mem-
ber of the all-volunteer Tri-County 
ATV, has been having a good time on 
wheeled-vehicles of all kinds his entire 
life. Over the past seven years, he has 
been slowly expanding his collection of B
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HAPPY TRAILS: Rudy Isovitsch, a working 
member of the all-volunteer Tri-County ATV 
served by REA Energy Cooperative based in 
Indiana, Pa., drives his ride-along – or side-by-
side – ATV out to one of the many trails of the 
club’s park.

ATVs and sharing his knowledge and 
love of the hobby with other members.

“Between motorcycles and, well, you 
name it — when I was a kid, it was go 
carts, then I moved to motorcycles, 
then off-road motorcycles,” recalls Iso-
vitsch as he drives his newest side-by-
side ATV through the park. “This one I 
just bought three years ago, and I have 
two other ones. … If a new member 
comes in and wants to see the place, 
I’ll take them out and show them the 
place. I do a little bit of everything.”

Motorcycles and ATVs can be hard 
to enjoy when the temperature dips, 
but cold weather just opens doors for 
other extreme hobbies. In Pennsylva-
nia’s mountains, speed demons of a 
different kind fly through the woods of 
Rockton, Pa., home to Hilltop Howlers 
snowmobile club.

“I’m 48 — I started when I was 
about 3 or 4,” says Robert Bowser, a 
Tri-County REC member and founding 
member of Hilltop Howlers. “My fami-
ly all snowmobiled, and I just grew up 

with it. Most of the guys who ride up 
here, that’s how they got into it.”

In the years since chartering the snow-
mobile club along with fellow founding 
member Scott Casteel, a member of Du-
Bois-based United Electric Cooperative, 
Bowser has witnessed numerous injuries 
and brushes with death. Usually, he says, 
they happen when unexperienced riders 
are moving too fast.

“We see a lot of collisions with trees, 
going too fast into a corner,” Bowser 
says. “Every year there are people who 
get broken ribs, broken bones … it’s 
just like riding a four-wheeler or a dirt 
bike — anything can happen.”

Which is precisely the reason he’s still 
in love with the hobby after 45 years.

“The power of a sled when it takes off 
is just amazing,” Bowser exclaims. “A 
snowmobile accelerates faster than your 
average [sport motorcycle] … they’re 
extremely wicked. The power is trans-
ferred through the CVT (continuously 
variable transmission), so you grab a 
handful of throttle and you’re gone!”

Getting wet
But the paths to exuberance don’t lie 

solely on the ground — Pennsylvania’s 
waterways offer another variety of 
extreme hobbies to keep the adrenaline 

pumping.
Matt Andrasi, a geographic informa-

tion systems technician for Hunting-
don-based Valley REC, has been 
boating for almost 10 years, taking 
everything from rafts to kayaks out 
onto progressively more exciting wa-
ters. Over the past four years, he’s even 
served as a guide for whitewater rafters 
(though he’s taking a break this year).

“For whitewater rafting, you have to 
rely on a team to get the raft down the 
river,” Andrasi explains. “As long as 
you’ve got the right group of people — 
and they’re all like-minded individuals 
— it’s a lot of fun. If you’re going to 
have someone complain about getting 
wet, whitewater rafting might not be 
the thing you want to do.”

If you’re not quite sure if you — or 
a potential boating partner — will be 
able to handle getting wet, rest assured 
it’s an easy hobby to dip your toe into, 
with plenty of locations to choose from 
across Pennsylvania, such as Laurel 
Hill State Park or Worlds End State 
Park on Somerset REC and Sullivan 
County REC lines, respectively.

“It’s pretty easy to get into, now that 
most big box stores are selling recre-
ational kayaks,” Andrasi says. “They’re 

(continues on page 14)



Clip this offer to apply for coverage!#

>> Choose from 4 benefit levels - up to $25,000!

>> Rates “lock-in” at the age you apply- never   
 go up again!

>> Call for your FREE all-by-mail application packet!

>> Call TOLL-FREE 1-844-772-3544
Or apply online at 
www.MutualGuaranteedLife.com

Now, from United of Omaha Life Insurance Company and Companion Life Insurance Company...

This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These 
policies contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction 
in death benefits during the first two years of policy ownership. In NY, during the first two years, 
110% of premiums will be paid. Whole Life Insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 3300 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY 
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, NY 11788. Each company is responsible for its own 
financial and contractual obligations. Not available in all states. Benefit amounts vary by state. Policy Form ICC11L059P or 
state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY).
*Ages 50 to 75 in NY. 
**In FL policy is renewable until age 121.
***All benefits paid would be less any outstanding loan.

Plus...
Proceeds paid directly to your beneficiary

Builds cash value and is renewable up to age 100!** ...  

Then automatically pays YOU full benefit amount!***

Policy cannot be canceled – EVER – because of  
changes in health!

Whole Life Insurance.

Our graded death benefit whole life insurance policy can be used to 
pay funeral costs, final medical expenses...or other monthly bills. 
You know how important it can be to help protect your family from 
unnecessary burdens after you pass away. Maybe your own parents 
or loved one did the same for you. OR, maybe they DIDN’T and you 
sure wish they would have! 

The important thing is that, right now, you can make a decision that 
could help make a difficult time a little easier for your loved ones. 
It’s a responsible, caring and affordable decision. And, right now, it’s 
something you can do with one simple phone call.

You may have been putting off purchasing life insurance, but you 
don’t have to wait another day. This offer is a great opportunity to 
help start protecting your family today.

Why this policy?  Why now? 

Are you between the ages  
of 45 and 85*?
Then this GUARANTEED 
ACCEPTANCE policy is for YOU!

NO medical exam! NO health questions!

Your affordable monthly rate will “lock-in” at 
your application age* ...

$3,000.00
Benefit

$5,000.00
Benefit

$10,000.00
Benefit

$25,000.00
Benefit

Age

45-49

50-54
55-59

60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-85

Male

$10.45
$11.50
$14.20

$17.20
$20.50
$27.40
$37.00
$50.50

Female

$8.80
$9.70
$11.95

$13.30
$16.00
$21.40
$30.10
$42.55

Male

$16.75

$18.50
$23.00

$28.00
$33.50
$45.00
$61.00
$83.50

Female

$14.00

$15.50
$19.25

$21.50
$26.00
$35.00
$49.50
$70.25

Male

$32.50

$36.00
$45.00

$55.00
$66.00
$89.00
$121.00
$166.00

Female

$27.00

$30.00
$37.50

$42.00
$51.00
$69.00
$98.00
$139.50

Male

$79.75

$88.50
$111.00

$136.00
$163.50
$221.00
$301.00
$413.50

Female

$66.00

$73.50
$92.25

$103.50
$126.00
$171.00
$243.50
$347.25

The rates above include a $12 annual policy fee.
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A Public Utility Com-
mission report re-
veals Pennsylvanians 
have little to worry 
about concerning 
their utilities and the 
Year 2000 (Y2K) 
computer glitch.

Cleanups faced 
by rural electric 
cooperatives 
after storms 
cause damage to 
transformers are 
made easier by a 
field-test kit used in 
Pennsylvania.

More than 150 rural 
electric cooperative 
leaders meet to 
discuss “Alternatives 
to Energy Problems” 
at the joint PREA/
Allegheny Summer 
Meeting.

W.J. McDanel, 
president of the 
Allegheny Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., 
board, receives the 
first Pennsylvania 
Rural Electric 
Association “Eminent 
Service Award.”

A raindrop’s future is determined by where it falls. In most 
of Pennsylvania, its destiny includes the possibility of a 
fast trip to the Chesapeake Bay, picking up pieces of the 

Commonwealth as it slides through the rural countryside, small 
villages and large cities. Raindrops that don’t evaporate or soak 
into the ground make their way from where they fall to nearby 
streams, then to rivers and finally, the ocean.

Pennsylvania drainage makes up about 40% of the 
64,000-square-mile Chesapeake Bay Watershed, with the 
Susquehanna River as the largest tributary to the bay. The 
remaining drainage is from parts of New York, West Virginia, 
Delaware, Maryland and the District of Columbia.

What the residents of the watershed do on a daily basis affects 
the health of the bay, and there’s no question that the health 
of the bay is seriously compromised. In fact, the 2019 forecast 
shows the annual “dead zone” forecast for the bay is expected 
to be about 2.1 cubic miles, the fourth largest in the past two 
decades, due in large part to greater-than-average rainfall in the 
past year. A dead zone means there is so little dissolved oxygen 
in the water that aquatic life is strained or suffocated.
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“What does being a member get 
me?” I was recently asked this question 
while on the phone with a member. I 
paused and thought about it. Electric 
cooperatives, including REA Ener-
gy, offer so much more than inves-
tor-owned utilities (IOUs). 

At first, I thought I should just run 
down the list of what we offer. But, 
then I thought a little deeper and real-
ized that being a member of an electric 
cooperative is so much more than a list 
of benefits, programs, and services.

Members got us here
It’s no secret that in the late 1930s, 

much of rural America, including our 
service area, did not have electricity. With 
no electricity, there were no economic 
opportunities that urban areas enjoyed, 
and the income gap between urban areas 
and rural areas was widening. In 1937, 
our electric cooperative was formed, with 
the first members undertaking the task 
of rural electrification and narrowing the 
wealth gap. As a result, other economic 
opportunities came to the rural areas. 

The electrification brought invest-
ments in many types of infrastructure, 
such as schools, businesses, transpor-
tation, communications, etc. This addi-
tional infrastructure further narrowed 
the wealth gap and even today puts 
us on a level playing field with urban 
areas. Today, we still work with mines, 
natural gas companies and farms to 
bring electric infrastructure for these 
vital businesses to prosper.   

Membership with benefits
Being an REA member also gives our 

membership numerous benefits. We 
offer programs that promote energy ef-
ficiency, such as our load management 
programs, web-based energy audits, 
online payment option, online outage 
viewer and net metering. Our subsidi-
ary offers energy-saving HVAC prod-
ucts, code-compliant electrical con-
tracting, generators and tree trimming. 

We also offer a benefit all members 
can utilize. Touchstone Energy is a na-
tional affiliation that gives discounts to 
our members for pharmaceutical pur-
chases, certain medical needs, purchas-
es from national retailers and purchases 
at local business. A lot of these benefits 
are free to our members. Be sure to take 
advantage of these benefits; contact 
us if you would like to find out more 
information. 

The answer is …
Being a member gives us the ability 

to locally control an essential economic 
development resource — “electricity.” 
Membership lets us all have the ability 
to get reliable, efficient electricity at 
one of the lowest rates in Pennsylva-
nia. And because REA members have 
worked cooperatively since 1937, we 
also “get” the ability to have a quality 
of life and economic opportunity that 
our fellow urban citizens enjoy. Most 
importantly, current members get to 
create the future much like our past 
members did for us. To find out more 
about REA Energy, attend our annu-
al meeting on Sept. 19, 2019, at the 
Kovalchik Convention and Athletic 
Complex. An invitation will be sent to 
you in September. l

REA Energy  
Cooperative, Inc.

One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

cooperativeconnection

REA
ENERGY 

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70 

Indiana, PA 15701-0070 
724-349-4800 • 800-211-5667

Ebensburg District Office 
127 Municipal Road 

Ebensburg, PA 15931 
814-472-8570 

Website: www.reaenergy.com 
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com

Staff
Barry Baker

Indiana Operations Manager
Erin Bauer

ACRE Coordinator
Shane Cribbs

Network & Systems Manager
Dave Daugherty

Safety & Right of Way Manager
Jeff Dishong

Ebensburg Operations Supervisor
Lisa Gardill

Accounting & Finance Manager
Stacy Hilliard, CCC

Communications & Marketing Manager 
Local Pages Editor
Chris Masterson

Reliability Supervisor
Patrick McAndrew

Manager of Engineering
Bryon Roland

Purchasing & Facilities Manager
Brendan Short

Right-of-Way/Forestry Supervisor
Renee Spalla

Supervisor of Consumer Services
Chris Weller

Load Management Supervisor

Outages & Emergencies
1-800-332-7273
724-463-7273

Office Hours
Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Ebensburg Office: 
7 - 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

What do I get for my  
membership?
By Chad Carrick, MBA, CFPC

From the President & CEO



In June, a group of over 1,800 high school students descended upon Washing-
ton, D.C., to take part in the Rural Electric Youth Tour. This tour, sponsored by 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), gives students who 
are entering their senior year of high school the opportunity to see the sights of 
Washington, D.C., and to learn about our nation’s government and the role of rural 
electric cooperatives.

In 2019, REA Energy was represented by 14 excellent students from throughout 
our service territory. The students are very active in school and civic activities, and 
all knew a great deal about electric cooperatives.

During Youth Tour, up to two students from each Pennsylvania cooperative have 
the chance to be selected to represent our state on the NRECA Youth Leadership 
Council (YLC).

The purpose of the YLC conference is to build leadership and public speaking 
skills, and to enhance the delegates’ knowledge of the energy industry and the coop-
erative form of business. These students also make presentations at their statewide 
and local cooperative annual meetings. REA Energy is very excited and proud that 
one of our students, Karly Maslonik, was chosen as the Alternate YLC Representative 
for Pennsylvania this year. If the current YLC representative is unable to complete the duties, Karly will be asked to step up. 

REA Energy’s 2019 student representatives, shown in the photo below include: Anthony Bertolino, Reese Bole, Marlee Butz, 
Clayton Coble, Megan Dumm, Kaleb Farmery, Jordan Hill, Karly Maslonik, Patrick McAndrew, Cherise Schultz, Joe Semetkos-
key, Bria Small, Nicholas Witham and Grace Woolslayer. The 2018 YLC representative for Pennsylvania, Mary Ellen Lohr, and 
an REA Energy employee, Danielle Pisarcik, attended as chaperones. l
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SELECTED: REA Energy’s Karly Maslonik is 
chosen as Alternate YLC Representative for 
Pennsylvania.
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IMPORTANT 
NOTICE!

On Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, 
REA Energy’s Ebensburg 

and Indiana offices will be 
closed. Both offices will 

reopen at 7 a.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 18, 2019. Please call 
724-463-7273 or 800-332-
7273 to report any power 

outages. Payments can be 
placed in the drop box at 
both locations or via our 
online member portal at  

www.reaenergy.com.

Could your business 
use some 

FREE advertising?
Then Co-op Connections is for you!

Simply agree to offer a discount to 
anyone with a Co-op Connections 

Card. It’s that easy! In return, we will 
promote your business to more than 
18,650 REA Energy members locally 

in the Penn Lines magazine, and 24/7 
on our website, all at no cost to you!

To Join: Call REA Energy at 724-349-4800 
or 800-211-5667 and ask for Stacy Hilliard. All 
you need to do is fill out a contract and return!
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Howard Terndrup
District 4

Sandra Dill
District 9

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer

District 5

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Sam Eckenrod
District 1

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman

District 8

John R. Learn
District 6

Anthony Enciso
District 7

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Your Board of Directors

Important annual meeting news
The cooperative’s 2019 annual meeting will 

be held at the Kovalchick Convention and Ath-
letic Complex at 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, Pa., on 
Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019. Come and learn more 
about your cooperative. All members who attend 
the meeting will receive a gift and will be eligible 
for door prizes. Doors open at 4:30 p.m., and en-
tertainment begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by the 
business meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Please keep this annual meeting information in 
mind on Sept. 19:
• NO voting for directors will be held at the meet-

ing!
• Only members residing in Districts 1 and 2 will 

receive election information for their district.
• Attendance gifts and door prizes for members 

will be given at the meeting; an admittance 
card will be mailed.

• Parking will be available in the lot behind the 
complex and in the lot to the left of the com-
plex. REA employees will be present in each 
lot. A van will also be available for transporta-
tion to the building from the parking lots.

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. Annual Meeting

Sept. 19, 2019, Kovalchick Convention and 

Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, Pa.

Preliminary agenda

5:30-
6 p.m.

Entertainment 

6:30 
p.m. 

• Call to Order and Determination of 
a Quorum

• Reading of Notices
• Action on 2018 Minutes
• Election Results
• Chairman’s Report
• President & CEO Report
• Unfinished Business
• New Business
• Questions & Answers
• Adjournment
• Awarding of Prizes

REA Energy offices will 
be closed on Monday, 
Sept. 2, 2019, in obser-

vance of Labor Day. 
Power outages can be 

reported by calling  
724-463-7273 

or 800-332-7273.

Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in 

August:
k   Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights-of-way of the Park-

wood and Washington Substation areas, in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Notification of work will be made using our automated phone system to members in the areas 

affected.
Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy specifications. If you have any 

questions, call 724-349-4800, or you can view the specifications online at reaenergy.com. 
All crews will carry cards and have magnets on their vehicles identifying them as REA Energy 
contractors.
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EVEN THREE IS A CROWD.

NEVER OVERLOAD OUTLETS.
Helping members use electricity safely, that’s the power of your co-op membership.

Learn more from the experts themselves at TogetherWeSave.com.

Safety_Outlet_Mag_FullPg.indd   1 1/19/15   12:56 PM03_PL0218.indd   13 1/17/18   10:56 AM



1414   |   AUG UST 201914

good for getting your feet wet and just 
trying it out. The more you paddle, the 
more classes you take, the easier it is 
to get into the whitewater. But, as far 
as mastering it, you’re always learning 
stuff when you’re out on the river — 
even on the lake.”

Beware: it can be addictive.
“I have nine total boats,” Andrasi 

says. “That’s counting my fiancée’s 
and the whitewater raft that I picked 
up a few months ago. And they all do 
different things — I have two geared 
more toward going out on the lake; I 
have a couple recreational boats that 
are nicer for slower moving water, but 
still give you the maneuverability if 
there are small rapids; and then I have 
four whitewater boats.”

Regardless of the boat or the water-
way, the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Com-

mission should be a prospective boater’s 
first stop for a launch permit, which — 
for $12 a year or $22 for two — grants 
access to any public launch point across 
Pennsylvania’s waterways. The commis-
sion also honors launch permits from 
the Pennsylvania Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resources, which 
oversees state parks, and vice versa.

“If you’re launching from and re-
turning to a private dock, you wouldn’t 
need a launch permit, but for a few 
bucks, you’re opening up an ease of ac-
cess and so many opportunities to get 
in and out of the water where there’s 
parking and other amenities,” advises 
Mike Parker, communications direc-
tor for the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat 
Commission.

Life on the edge might not be for just 
anyone, but everyone can still benefit 
from extreme hobbies in the Common-
wealth. Pennsylvania’s rugged wood-
lands and flowing rivers draw thrill 
seekers who contribute to the state’s 
$41 billion tourism industry.

“When our local communities have 

oN tHe RIVeR: Matt Andrasi, a Valley Rural 
Electric Cooperative lineworker, paddles through 
Cucumber Rapid on the Youghiogheny River in 
Ohiopyle State Park in Fayette County, Pa.

ExTrEmE pEnnSyLVAniA
(continued from page 10)

tourism attractions, there are not just 
immediate benefits but also down-
stream economic benefits as well,” ex-
plains Michael Gerber, press secretary 
for Pennsylvania Department of Com-
munity and Economic Development. 
“When people come in to visit a state 
park, for example … they are staying in 
our hotels or eating at our restaurants, 
they’re filling up at our gas stations or 
going to our souvenir shops.”

According to the Outdoor Industry 
Association, outdoor recreation in 
Pennsylvania supports 251,000 direct 
jobs. It generates $29.1 billion in annu-
al consumer spending, $8.6 billion in 
wages and salaries, and $1.9 billion in 
state and local taxes revenue, placing 
it nationally as the fifth largest outdoor 
economy.

“Our abundant outdoor recreation 
resources are often cited as the draw 
for visitors, businesses and young 
people to the state,” Gerber says. “For 
a lot of communities across Pennsyl-
vania, tourism is the lifeblood of their 
economy.” l
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by David Waxman
Seattle Washington:

A clinical study on a leading acid reflux pill 
shows that its key ingredient relieves digestive 
symptoms while suppressing the inflammation 
that contributes to premature aging in men and 
women. 

And, if consumer sales are any indication 
of a product’s effectiveness, this ‘acid reflux 
pill turned anti-aging phenomenon’ is nothing 
short of a miracle. 

Sold under the brand name AloeCure, it was 
already backed by clinical data documenting 
its ability to provide all day and night relief 
from heartburn, acid reflux, constipation, irri-
table bowel, gas, bloating, and more. 

But soon doctors started reporting some in-
credible results…

“With AloeCure, my patients started report-
ing less joint pain, more energy, better sleep, 
stronger immune systems… even less stress 
and better skin, hair, and nails” explains Dr. 
Liza Leal; a leading integrative health specialist 
and company spokesperson.

AloeCure contains an active ingredient that 
helps improve digestion by acting as a natural 
acid-buffer that improves the pH balance of 
your stomach. 

Scientists now believe that this acid imbal-
ance is what contributes to painful inflamma-
tion throughout the rest of the body.

The daily allowance of AloeCure has shown 
to calm this inflammation which is why Aloe-
Cure is so effective. 

Relieving other stressful symptoms relat-
ed to GI health like pain, bloating, fatigue, 
cramping, constipation, diarrhea, heartburn, 
and nausea.

Now, backed with new clinical studies, 
AloeCure is being recommended by doctors 
everywhere to help improve digestion, calm 
painful inflammation, soothe joint pain, and 
even reduce the appearance of wrinkles – help-
ing patients to look and feel decades younger.

FIX YOUR GUT & FIGHT  
INFLAMMATION

Since hitting the market, sales for AloeCure 
have taken off and there are some very good 
reasons why.

To start, the clinical studies have been im-
pressive. Participants taking the active in-
gredient in AloeCure saw a stunning 100% 
improvement in digestive symptoms, which 
includes fast and lasting relief from reflux. 

Users also experienced higher energy levels 
and endurance, relief from chronic discomfort 
and better sleep. Some even reported healthier 
looking skin, hair, and nails.

A healthy gut is the key to a reducing swell-

ing and inflammation that can wreak havoc on 
the human body. Doctors say this is why Aloe-
Cure works on so many aspects of your health.  

AloeCure’s active ingredient is made from 
the healing compound found in Aloe vera. It is 
both safe and healthy. There are also no known 
side effects. 

Scientists believe that it helps improve di-
gestive and immune health by acting as a nat-
ural acid-buffer that improves the pH balance 
of your stomach. 

Research has shown that this acid imbal-
ance contributes to painful inflammation 
throughout your entire body and is why Aloe-
Cure seems to be so effective.

EXCITING RESULTS FROM PATIENTS
To date over 5 million bottles of AloeCure 

have been sold, and the community seeking 
non-pharma therapy for their GI health contin-
ues to grow.

According to Dr. Leal, her patients are ab-
solutely thrilled with their results and are often 
shocked by how fast it works.  

“For the first time in years, they are free 
from concerns about their digestion and al-
most every other aspect of their health,” says 
Dr. Leal, “and I recommend it to everyone who 
wants to improve GI health without resorting 
to drugs, surgery, or OTC medications.”

“I was always in ‘indigestion hell.’ Doctors 
put me on all sorts of antacid remedies. Noth-
ing worked. Dr. Leal recommended I try Aloe-
Cure. And something remarkable happened… 
Not only were all the issues I had with my 
stomach gone - completely gone – but I felt 
less joint pain and I was able to actually sleep 
through the night.”

With so much positive feedback, it’s easy to 
see why the community of believers is grow-
ing and sales for the new pill are soaring. 

THE SCIENCE BEHIND ALOECURE
AloeCure is a pill that’s taken just once daily. 

The pill is small. Easy to swallow. There are 
no harmful side effects and it does not require 
a prescription. 

The active ingredient is a rare Aloe Vera 
component known as acemannan.

Made from of 100% organic Aloe Vera, Al-
oeCure uses a proprietary process that results 
in the highest quality, most bio-available levels 
of acemannan known to exist.

According to Dr. Leal and several of her col-
leagues, improving the pH balance of your stom-
ach and restoring gut health is the key to revital-
izing your entire body. 

When your digestive system isn’t healthy, it 
causes unwanted stress on your immune sys-

tem, which results in inflammation in the rest 
of the body. 

The recommended daily allowance of ace-
mannan in AloeCure has been proven to sup-
port digestive health, and calm painful inflam-
mation without side effects or drugs.

This would explain why so many users are 
experiencing impressive results so quickly. 

REVITALIZE YOUR ENTIRE BODY
With daily use, AloeCure helps users look 

and feel decades younger and defend against 
some of the painful inflammation that accom-
panies aging and can make life hard. 

By buffering stomach acid and restoring gut 
health, AloeCure calms painful inflammation 
and will help improve digestion… soothe ach-
ing joints… reduce the appearance of wrinkles 
and help restore hair and nails … manage cho-
lesterol and oxidative stress… and improve 
sleep and brain function… without side effects 
or expense.

Readers can now reclaim their energy, vi-
tality, and youth regardless of age or current 
level of health.

HOW TO GET ALOECURE
Due to the enormous interest consumers 

have shown in AloeCure, the company has de-
cided to extend their nationwide savings event 
for a little while longer. Here’s how it works... 

Call the AloeCure number and speak to a live 
person in the US. Callers will be greeted by a 
knowledgeable and friendly person approved 
to offer up to 3 FREE bottles of AloeCure 
with your order. AloeCure’s Toll-Free number 
is 1-800-748-5733. Only a limited discounted 
supply of AloeCure is currently available. 

Consumers who miss out on the current 
product inventory will have to wait until more 
becomes available and that could take weeks. 
They will also not be guaranteed any additional 
savings. The company advises not to wait. Call 
1-800-748-5733 today.

Clinical studies show breakthrough acid reflux treatment also helps 
maintain vital health and helps protect users from the serious conditions 
that accompany aging such as fatigue and poor cardiovascular health

Leading Acid Reflux 
Pill Becomes an Anti-
Aging Phenomenon

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR 
PREVENT ANY DISEASE. ALL DOCTORS MENTIONED ARE REMUNERATED FOR THEIR SERVICES. ALL CLINICAL STUDIES ON ALOECURE’S ACTIVE INGREDIENT WERE 

INDEPENDENTLY CONDUCTED AND WERE NOT SPONSORED BY THE AMERICAN GLOBAL HEALTH GROUP.

One AloeCure Capsule Daily

• Helps End Digestion Nightmares
• Helps Calm Painful Inflammation
• Soothes Stiff & Aching Joints
• Reduces appearance of Wrinkles 
   & Increases Elasticity
• Manages Cholesterol & Oxidative 

Stress
• Supports Healthy Immune System
• Improves Sleep & Brain Function

ADVERTISEMENT
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True blue treats
By Janette Hess

Just like that, August is here and blueberry season is quickly winding down, but 
there’s still time to head to the kitchen to make the most of the fresh, local blue-

berries whether you picked them yourself or purchased them at a local fruit stand. 

Blueberry Chicken Salad is a lighter take on traditional chicken salad. With just 
the right combination of sweet and piquant, this salad truly is summery and visu-
ally appealing, thanks to the blueberries.

Because a hint of lemon always seems to set off the flavor of blueberries, Lem-
on-Blueberry Pound Cake provides the perfect showcase for the pairing. The batter for the cake really takes a beating, pun 
intended, so a stand mixer almost is a necessity. A smartphone with a voice-activated timer also can come in handy. The re-
sulting rich, blue-dotted cake is a delicious treat with or without Blueberry Sauce. Even if you choose to serve the cake plain, 
the sauce is worth making as a colorful enhancement for pancakes, waffles, French toast or ice cream. l

A trained journalist, Janette Hess 
focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. 
She is a Master Food Volunteer 
with her local extension service 
and enjoys collecting, testing  
and sharing recipes.

Combine chicken, blueberries, 1/2 cup almonds, celery 
and red onion in medium bowl. Whisk together yogurt 
and mayonnaise; toss with salad ingredients. Add salt 
and freshly ground pepper to taste. To serve, spoon 
onto lettuce leaves and top with 1/4 cup almonds. 
Makes 4 to 5 servings.

blueberry chicken Salad
2 cups chopped, deli-

roasted chicken
1 1/2 cups fresh 

blueberries, rinsed and 
drained

3/4 cup slivered 
almonds, lightly 
toasted and cooled

1/2 cup diced celery

1/2 cup diced red onion
1/2 cup lemon yogurt
1/4 cup regular 

or reduced-fat 
mayonnaise

Salt and freshly ground 
pepper to taste

Lettuce leaves for 
serving

Combine 3 cups flour, baking powder, baking soda and 
salt; set aside. Generously butter and flour 12-cup plain 
or fluted tube pan. In large mixing bowl, beat 1 cup 
butter until light and fluffy. Add sugar and beat well. Add 
eggs 1 at a time, beating for 2 minutes at medium speed 
after each addition. Add lemon zest. Whisk together 
milk, sour cream and lemon extract. At low speed, alter-
nately mix in flour mixture and sour cream mixture, end-
ing with flour mixture. Beat 2 more minutes at medium 
speed. Toss blueberries with flour. Cover bottom of pan 
with batter and then sprinkle with blueberries. Repeat 
layer, ending with batter. Once pan is filled, smooth with 
spatula. Bake at 325 degrees for 60 to 65 minutes, or 
until pick inserted in cake comes out clean. Cool cake in 
pan for 10 minutes before inverting onto rack, loosening 
edges with knife if needed. When cool, dust with pow-
dered sugar. Makes 16 servings.

In medium saucepan, combine sugar, cornstarch and 
water. Cook over medium heat, stirring occasionally, 
until thickened. Add blueberries. Reduce heat and sim-
mer 10 minutes. Remove from heat; stir in lemon juice 
and butter. Serve warm over pound cake, pancakes, 
waffles, French toast or ice cream. Makes approximately 
2 cups sauce.

3 cups flour, plus extra 
for coating blueberries 
and pan

1/2 teaspoon baking 
powder

1/2 teaspoon baking 
soda

1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 

butter, softened, plus 
extra butter for pan

2 cups sugar

4 large eggs
Zest of 1 lemon
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup sour cream
2 teaspoons lemon 

extract
1 generous cup 

medium-sized fresh 
blueberries, rinsed and 
well drained

Powdered sugar for 
garnish

3/4 cup light brown 
sugar

2 tablespoons cornstarch
1 cup water
1 1/4 cups fresh 

blueberries, rinsed and 
drained

1 to 2 teaspoons fresh 
lemon juice 

2 tablespoons unsalted 
butter

Lemon-blueberry pound cake

blueberry Sauce
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Dear Pat and Brad: I’m seeing 
more information about new 
models of electric vehicles. Is it 

worth making the switch from gasoline 
to electric? And how would I charge 
the battery? — Damien

Dear Damien: You’re right! Electric 
vehicles (EVs) are getting more atten-
tion these days. Electricity as a vehicle 
fuel is typically one-half to one-third 
the cost of gas or diesel, and EV bat-
teries now enable longer ranges. The 
upfront price of an EV is still higher 
than its gas-powered cousin, but the 
cost is coming down. 

The Chevy Bolt, for example, has 
a range of up to 238 miles on a full 
charge and costs about $36,000 before 
incentives. The number of models is 
also increasing, and we could have an 
electric pickup truck option soon. 

You may have to pay upfront costs to 
charge your EV at home, but it depends 
on which charging option you select. 
Let’s take a look at the important steps: 

Step one: choose your EV 
There are two basic types of EVs: the 

all-electric vehicle, commonly referred 
to as an AEV or EV, and the plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicle, also known as 
the PHEV, which can run using an 
electric motor or a gas engine. Unlike 
the gas/electric hybrid that started with 
the Toyota Prius in 2000, where the 
battery assists the gasoline engine, yet 
the car is fueled solely by gasoline, 
the PHEV features a larger battery 
that fuels an electric motor, which can 
power the car independently. A PHEV 
can run solely on electricity for about 
15 to 50 miles. This range may be suf-
ficient for running errands or for those 
with a shorter daily commute. 

smartcircuits

Step 2: Select your level 
There are two levels of charging to 

consider. A Level 1 charging unit is the 
most basic. It’s usually included with 
the vehicle and plugs into a 120-volt 
outlet, so it is the easiest and cheapest.

A Level 2 charging unit is more power-
ful and needs to be purchased separately. 
It plugs into a 240-volt outlet, which 
most of us don’t have in our garages or 
outside our homes, so there’s an addi-
tional cost to have the outlet installed. 

Step three: Know your needs 
Most EVs travel 3 to 4 miles per 

kilowatt-hour (kWh). Level 1 charging 
units distribute charge to the battery 
at 1 to 2 kWh, giving the battery 
roughly 3 to 8 miles range per hour 
of charging. So, if you drive your car 
40 miles or less and can charge it for 
10 hours a night, this will probably be 
adequate. This makes the most sense 
for PHEVs and early EVs with smaller 
batteries and shorter ranges. 

Level 2 units typically supply power 

levels from 6 to 12 kWh and will pro-
vide between 18 and 48 miles of range 
per hour of charging.

Step four: count the costs 
A Level 1 charging unit comes with 

the car and will meet the needs of most 
PHEVs and early-model, short-range 
EVs. A Level 2 charging unit can cost 
$500 to $700, with installation between 
$500 and $2,700 depending on how far 
your electrical panel is from where you 
will be charging the EV. 

Now that you know the basic options, 
you should talk to your electric co-op 
before making your EV charging deci-
sion. Some electric co-ops are beginning 
to offer special incentives for members 
installing Level 2 chargers or members 
willing to schedule EV charging during 
non-peak energy hours. l

This column was co-written by Pat 
Keegan and Brad Thiessen of Collabo-
rative Efficiency. For more information 
please visit: www.collaborativeefficiency.
com/energytips.

power up! four steps to charging  
your EV at home

By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen
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A new wave of energy technol-
ogy is becoming more popu-
lar across the nation. Battery 

storage systems are helping to create 
a brighter, more reliable energy future 
for American homes, and they offer a 
wide variety of advantages.

Costs of battery systems are drop-
ping, and the technology is becoming 
more efficient, which is leading to 
more widespread use of these systems 
across the United States. They play 
a big part in managing energy since 
they can help to reduce peak demand 
charges, which means consumers can 
save more money. 

Charging the battery at night, when 
energy prices are lower than during 
the day, helps electric cooperatives 
manage their energy load during the 
day’s busiest hours.

Besides leaving more money in con-
sumers’ pockets, there are additional 
benefits to battery storage systems. 
One is having a reliable source of 
energy when the inevitable power out-
age occurs. 

Whether it’s a smaller, portable bat-
tery system, which supports just the 
essentials like the fridge and lights, 
or a system that supports the entire 
home, you will have some way to 
receive power during a time of uncer-
tainty. Using a gas generator during a 
power outage is an option as well, but 
a battery system is less noisy, less pol-
luting and doesn’t need to be refilled 
with gas. 

Battery systems also help bring 
renewable energy sources to the 
electric grid. Batteries can store solar 
energy during the day and have that 
energy ready to use at night when the 
sun goes down. 

On the other hand, wind tends to 
blow more at night, and batteries 
can store the wind energy to be used 
during the daytime. 

There are several factors to consider 
before buying a battery system for 
your home, the first of which being 
the cost. Depending on the size and 
additional features, battery systems 
can cost between $3,000 and $10,000. 
Some of the more popular batter-
ies include the Tesla Powerwall, the 
Enphase AC Battery and Sonnen’s 
sonnenBatterie. Consumers should 
carefully research and consider the 
battery’s capacity, life cycle and depth 
of discharge. 

Before purchasing a battery system 
for your home, check with your local 
electric cooperative first for any ener-
gy-related advice and questions about 
system requirements. l

Maria Kanevsky is a program manager 
for the National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association, the national trade asso-
ciation representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives. From growing sub-
urbs to remote farming communities, elec-
tric co-ops serve as engines of economic 
development for 42 million Americans 
across 56% of the nation’s landscape.

Is a battery system right for your home? 
By Maria Kanevsky

NEW TECHNOLOGY: Battery storage systems, like the Tesla Powerwall shown here, are changing 
the future of energy.

BATTERY: The cost of battery systems is drop-
ping.
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OUT FOR A SUMMER WALK: Compacted soil 
and genetic chance are possible reasons for 
these forked carrots that look like they’re going 
for a walk.

Eating ugly
By George Weigel

Produce from the garden doesn’t 
always look like the pristine 
specimens on display at the 

grocery store.

Bugs, weather, and assorted other 
real-world insults lead to pock-marked 
potatoes, malformed eggplants, and 
other flawed fruits and vegetables.

That doesn’t mean you can’t or 
shouldn’t eat at least some of this “cos-
metically challenged” produce. Some 
of it is even sweeter and more nutri-
tious than the 30% that fails the per-
fection standards that grocery stores 
and their customers demand.

Flaws sometimes mean the harvest 
is going bad, but others are just harm-
less, superficial reactions to growing 
conditions.

Gardening organically can mean 
more flaws, too, because you’re not 
spraying everything “just in case.”

Some reasons why your plants might 
produce ugly results:

Pollination issues. Female parts 
of fruiters such as tomatoes, squash, 
cucumbers, peppers, and eggplants 
need pollen from male parts to “set” 
fruit.

Sometimes bees and other pollinat-
ing insects do the work. Sometimes it’s 
wind and gravity.

When you get no pollination, you 
get no fruit. But when partial pollina-
tion happens, you get lop-sided apples, 
warped blackberries, and corn with 
missing kernels.

Extreme summer heat (90 degrees 
and up) also can lead to poor pollina-
tion.

Weather. Heat, lack of rain, wild 
temperature fluctuations, and frost 
are some of the stressors that translate 
into abnormal growth.

George Weigel is a Pennsyl-
vania Certified Horticulturist, 
author of two books geared to 
gardening in Pennsylvania, and 
garden columnist for The Patri-
ot-News/Pennlive.com in Har-
risburg. His website is http://
georgeweigel.net.

By not sentencing ugly produce to 
the compost bin, you’re not only cut-
ting waste but possibly eating healthier.

Virginia orchardist Eliza Greenman 
is one grower who tested the sugar 
content of scabbed vs. pristine apples. 
She found that the damaged ones were 
2 to 5% sweeter.

Other studies have shown that flawed 
produce often carries higher nutrition 
profiles, most likely because the same 
stressors that cause deformity also stunt 
growth and cause sugar and nutrition 
to concentrate in smaller packages.

So go ahead. Consider “eating  
ugly.” l

powerplants

The hollow-heart flaw in potatoes 
(missing centers) and the blossom-
end-rot problem with tomatoes (cal-
lousing or rotting on the fruit bot-
toms) both happen when rain-fueled 
fast growth follows a growth-stunting 
dry spell. Regular watering is the cure 
for both.

Insults like hail or heavy wind can 
tear leafy crops, such as spinach, let-
tuce, and collards.

Soil nutrition. Lack of a soil nutri-
ent — often a mineral — can induce 
deformities.

Run a soil test to check, especially if 
you’re having problems with a variety 
of crops.

Penn State University do-it-yourself 
kits are available at county Extension 
offices and some garden centers.

Mutations. Genetic chance explains 
most of the funny anomalies that are 
posted online, such as strawberries 
shaped like little bears (“strawbearies”), 
peppers growing inside of peppers, 
Siamese eggplants, bird-shaped gourds, 
and tomatoes that have grown certain 
human-like “appendages.”

Cultural problems. Compacted or 
rocky soil or planting too closely can 
lead to deformities in root crops.

This one is behind carrots and Dai-
kon radishes that put out double or 
triple forks or that wrap their “legs” 
voluptuously. 

Bugs, birds or fungus. Sometimes 
plants blemish in reaction to a wildlife 
or disease assault.

That’s the explanation for scabby 
apples (fungus), scarred tomatoes 
(stinkbugs or birds), and carrots with 
little knobs all over their roots (root-
knot nematodes).

Most of the time, you can just cut 
out the bad parts and eat the rest.
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classified Advertisements classified Advertisementsclassified Advertisementsclassified Advertisements
Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
ceived 30 days prior to the issue month. Classified ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For 
more information please contact Michelle M. smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE Headings: 
• Around the House
• Business opportunities 
• employment opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real estate
• Recipes & Food
• tools & equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

pLEASE SUbmiT A cLEArLy WriTTEn or TypEd  
SHEET WiTH THE foLLoWinG rEqUirEd informATion:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.

o  non-members should submit name, address, phone number, 
and email address, if applicable.

o month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSifiEd Ad SUbmiSSion/rATES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cApiTAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SpEciAL Headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 

pAymEnT:
please make cHEcK/monEy ordEr payable to: prEA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEnd compLETEd Ad copy And pAymEnT To: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.o. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

EmpLoymEnT opporTUniTiES

oRDAINeD AND eXPeRIeNCeD pastor seeks 
bible-believing congregation. 814-979-6043 or 
814-979-6011.

GifT & crAfT idEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

HEALTH inSUrAncE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 800-628-7804. Call us regarding Medicare 
supplements, too.

HUnTinG LEASES

WANteD PRoPeRtIes 250 ACRes AND 
LARGER. Professionally managed hunting 
leases. Yearly income to offset property taxes. 
$1,000,000 liability insurance. Know who is on 
your property. www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
724-422-5525.

LAWn & GArdEn EqUipmEnT

HARRINGtoNs eQUIPMeNt CoMPANY, 
475 orchard Rd., Fairfield, PA 17320. 717-
642-6001 or 410-756-2506. Lawn & Garden 
equipment, Sales – Service – Parts. www.
HarringtonsEquipment.com.

100% GrASS-fEd bEEf

BURGeR BY tHe PoUND. Quarters, 
halves, 8 to 10-lb. sample packs. UsDA-
inspected. Information: Facebook page 
McCormick Farm (fb.me/john.jen2019), email: 
Mccormickfarming@gmail.com or 814-472-
7259.

“AA” roofinG

eXPeRts IN HARD-to-FIND LeAKs! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern 
PA for over 40 years. speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

AroUnd THE HoUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

bUiLdinG SUppLiES   

FACtoRY seCoNDs of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

steeL RooFING AND sIDING. over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

bUSinESS opporTUniTiES

RestAURANt AND AMIsH oUtLet in 
Lakewood, N.Y., plus a vending route of Amish-
made souvenirs, beef sticks, snacks, Amish 
candy, etc. Website: wellsamishoutlet.com. 
Looking for stores. 814-726-3891.

FAMILY-oWNeD CLeANING BUsINess in 
Eagles Mere, Pa. 15-year old good, reputable 
and solid business for sale. For more information, 
call 570-560-8284.

conSULTinG forESTry SErVicES

NoLL’s FoRestRY seRVICes. timber sales, 
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest 
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management. 
FRee timber Land Recommendations. 30 years 
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

CeNtRe FoRest ResoURCes. Forest 
Management Services, Wildl i fe Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FRee timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

RAYstoWN FoRestRY CoNsULtING timber 
sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat management. 
Dedicated to sustainable harvests for present and 
future generations to enjoy. 45 years experience. 
814-448-0040 or 814-448-2405.

MARK A. KANe – tIMBeR sALes, Appraisals, 
Management & Improvement. Firewood sales. 
B.S. Forest Management, Penn State 1964. 
50+ years local forestry experience. Serving 
central Pa. www.makaneinc.com. 814-667-
3620.

crAnE SErVicE

NeeD A LIFt? Crane service for all your lifting 
needs. Experienced, fully insured, Owner-
operated and OSHA-certified. Precision Crane 
LLC, Linesville, Pa. 814-282-9133.

 iSSUE monTH Ad dEAdLinE
        october 2019  August 19
        november 2019  September 20
        december 2019  october 18
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reach nearly 166,000 rural 
pennsylvania households! 

Advertise in Penn Lines. for 
more information, please visit 

our website at  
www.prea.com/ 

penn-lines-magazine  
or call 717.233.5704

classified Advertisementsclassified Advertisements

miScELLAnEoUS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 814-
329-0118.

FoR sALe: 1975 INDUstRIAL tRACtoR. 
International 2300. Low hours. Good condition. 
$4,000. 814-440-6218.

moTor VEHicLES & boATS

2014 PoLAR KRAFt 16-Ft. FIsHING BoAt 
WITH TRAILER. 40-HP Yamaha motor, boat 
cover, Bimini top, 3rd seat, fish finder, trolling 
motor, anchor, many extras. Asking $12,500. 
Call 814-777-3420.

poWdEr coATinG

ALMost ANYtHING MetAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-
3770.

rEAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’s eAsteRN sHoRe. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside 
Village 3/4 acre homesites near marina 
from $18,000 with storage for RV and boat. 
Beach access nearby. Clearview 1.8-acre 
waterfront on scenic cove $119,900. Many 
free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low taxes. 
Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

tHINKING oF seLLING or want a free market 
analysis of your property? We specialize in farms, 
land and getaways. Give Juniata Realty a call at 
814-652-2234.

51-ACRe FARM – 3 bedroom, 1-bath farmhouse. 
Barn, outbuilding, 2 wells, streams, fields, woods. 
Quite peaceful. Great hunting. Minutes from 
Raystown and state Game Lands. $310,000. 
717-364-6412.

YeAR-RoUND ResIDeNCe/HUNtING lodge/
vacation home – creek front, secluded, fully 
furnished two-bedroom home, 1.5 baths, living 
room, eat-in kitchen, two decks, washer/dryer, 
walkout basement and garage in the Endless 
Mountains of Pennsylvania. 1.3 acres bordering 
State Game Lands and Mehoopany Creek. 
Asking $125,000. 516-223-9333.

CABIN ALoNG BoBs CReeK, BeDFoRD 
CoUNtY. over half acre lot. Fixer upper. Public 
sewerage, no electric or water. $25,000. Phone 
evenings: 814-893-5040.

16+ ACRes 30 MINUtes FRoM stAte 
CoLLeGe. 3 bedroom cabin. 3-acre pond and 
two trout streams. Best offer over $175,000 
at end of september. Call with offer: 814-667-
4747.

HUNtING CABIN FoR sALe. tioga County. 
7 acres. Kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms plus 
bunkhouse. Sleeps 4. Outhouse, springhouse, 
streams run through property. Gas and coal 
heat. ½ bathroom. $71,000. Call John. 717-
692-4104.

rEcipES & food

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-3381 
or sbarton.myshaklee.com.

TrAcTor pArTS – rEpAir/rESTorATion

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage 
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online 
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, Pa. 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FoRD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.

VAcATionS & cAmpSiTES

NeW sMYRNA BeACH, Fla., condo rental. 
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from 
beach. Not available January - March. $650 per 
week or $2,400 per month. 814-979-8058 or 
814-635-4020.

MARIAH ROGERS GUEST HOUSE. Gracious 
accommodations for families or couples. Five 
bedrooms, two full baths, appliances, etc. 
Minutes to World’s End Park, Eagles Mere, etc. 
www.morgancenturyfarm.com. Call for rates. 
570-924-4909.

oRMoND BeACH FLoRIDA beach cottage. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath. one block from ocean. Not 
available January, February, March. $600/week. 
814-243-0775.

MAKe MeMoRIes At GRAND LoDGe PeAK 
7, Breckenridge, Colo. November 16-23. 
Serious inquiries only. Call and leave message. 
303-841-8183.

WAnTEd To bUy 

LooKING to BUY advertising items such as 
old signs, clocks, thermometers, globes and gas 
pumps. Gas & oil, soda, etc. I buy single items 
or entire collection. Please call or text 814-952-
5449.

Farms are part 
of our electric 
cooperative.

Move over

pa!
IT’S THE LAW!

Drivers in 
Pennsylvania are 

required to move over 
or slow down for 

stopped emergency 
and utility crews.
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punchlines

raise a glass to ‘keeping it together’
By Earl Pitts, American

Social commentary from Earl 
pitts — a.k.a. GARY BUR BANK, 
a nation ally syndicated radio 
per son ality — can be heard on 
the following radio stations that 
cover electric cooperative ser-
vice territories in Pennsylvania: 
WANB-FM 103.1 Pittsburgh; 

WARM-AM 590 Wilkes-Barre/ Scran ton; WIOO-
AM 1000 Carlisle; Weeo-AM 1480 shippens-
burg; WMtZ-FM 96.5 Johnstown; WQBR-FM 
99.9/92.7 Mcelhattan; WLMI-FM 103.9 Kane; 
and WVNW-FM 96.7 Burnham- Lewistown. You 
can also find him at earlpittsamerican.com.

Here’s my thinkin’ right now. When 
the good Lord calls me home and they 
put me in that hole in the ground, and 
there’s a Bible-thumpin’, straight-laced 
preacher standin’ beside the grievin’ 
family, here’s the one thing I hope he 
mentions. I hope he says, “I’ll give you 
one thing about Earl Pitts — he kept it 
together.”

Because it has dawned on me the last 
couple of weeks — that’s the trick to 
this life — keepin’ it together. And I 
hope y’all are keepin’ it together — like 
me.

Let’s face it — this world is full of 
people that don’t have their, uh, stuff 
together. I got my stuff together. I kept 
it together.

And I can’t tell you how many times 
I didn’t think I could keep it together, 
and I was in danger of it all comin’ 
apart. Sometimes, things get a little 
tough, and you might get a little side-
ways. Things start to unwind. But you 
know what I did? I kept it together.

And I know there are people out 
there that are probably readin’ this 
right now. And if you are honest with 
yourself you’ll realize you never put it 
together to begin with. You know who 
you are. If I might offer you this one 
piece of advice. Get it together. And 
then keep it together.

And I will tell you this, too. Keepin’ 
it together is a thankless challenge in 
this world. Fact is — those of us out 

here keepin’ it together — we don’t 
get the headlines. We don’t get the 
alcholoids. We never get the chance 
to redeem ourselves after goin’ off the 
rails. On account of we were never off 
the rails. We were too busy keepin’ it 
together.

Wake up, America! So, here’s to all 
you folks out there that are keepin’ it 
together. There’s so few of us left. I’m 
Earl Pitts, American.

Me and my better half, Pearl, 
was down at the Everythin’s 
97-cents Store the other day 

— doing some grocery shoppin’ — 
when some dude I never seen before 
comes up to me in the meat depart-
ment. 

He says, “Are you Earl Pitts?” and I 
go, “Yes sir.”

He goes, “I love to read your col-
umn in Penn Lines,” and then he says, 
“I wish I could be a fly on the wall at 
the Duck Inn and listen to you boys 
talkin’.” 

I says, “Well, if you want to be a fly 
on the wall at Duck Inn, you’re gonna 
have to get reservations. We’re full up 
— at least until the first freeze.”

He laughs — apparently he’s a big 
fan — and he goes, “The way you boys 
take on them brain-dead zombies in 
Washington. The way you hold those 
back-slappin’ nimrods’ feet to the fire. I 
love it.”

I’m kind of lookin’ at him, and some-
thin’ ain’t connectin’. And I go, “Wait 
a minute. I don’t know what you think 
you been readin’ about in Penn Lines, 
but we don’t talk politics at the Duck 
Inn. It’s kind of like my good buddy, 
John Rich, is singin’ these days — ‘Shut 

Up About Politics.’”
He says, “Hang on. You mean to tell 

me you ain’t down at the Duck Inn 
every night blastin’ them bone-heads 
in Washington or yankin’ the chains of 
those folks in Harrisburg?” 

And I go, “No. We leave the high 
blood pressure stuff to the swollen 
self-righteous talkin’ talk show hosts 
on TV and your unhinged friends on 
Facebook.”

And he goes, “Well, what do you 
talk about down at the Duck Inn when 
you get together?” 

I says, “We like to talk about fishin’. 
And cars. Baseball. Football. NASCAR. 
And movies. Back when Hollywood 
made good movies, which seems like 
decades ago. We have argued the 
merits of Miracle Whip against mayon-
naise. Who is agin’ the best. And car 
repairs. How fast we drive. And good 
barbecue.”

He gets a little sheepish lookin’, and 
he goes, “I’m sorry. I thought you boys 
talked about what was important in 
this country.” And I said, “We do.”

Wake up, America! I guess we won’t 
be seein’ that guy down at the Duck 
Inn anytime soon. Oh well. I’m Earl 
Pitts, American. l

You know, I’m gettin’ to the age 
now where I need to take assess-
ment of my life. You get to a 

certain point in your life and you start 
to thinkin’ about what you done — 
and what you ain’t done.
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Allison Goodlin

rEA Energy

Susan Hanslovan

United Ec

Jeanne Henry
Somerset rEc

JoAnn mishko
Somerset rEc

ruralreflections

The dog days of summer

This time of year is often called “the dog days of summer,” 
so why not use it to take some new photos of your pet, 
whether it’s a dog, cat, hamster, or horse, or even some-

thing more exotic.
Amateur photographers are encouraged to send their photos 

to Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-
1266. Include your name, address, phone number and the name 
of your electric cooperative. 2019 winners in each of five cate-
gories — artistic, landscape, human, animal and editor’s choice 
— will receive $75 and runners-up will receive $25.

We work ahead, so please send winter photos by mid-Septem-
ber (hint: save your spring, summer and fall photos to submit 
next year). 2019 photos will be returned in early 2020 if you 
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. l
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