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See a wild turkey? pGc 
encourages you to report it

The Pennsylvania Wild Turkey 
Sighting Survey, which opened July 1, 
is open through Aug. 31. The Penn-
sylvania Game Commission (PGC) 
is asking people to help track wild 
turkey populations by making a report 

through the PGC’s mobile app or the 
agency’s website, pgc.pa.gov.

Information submitted by the public 
helps the agency analyze turkey re-
production. Participants are asked to 
record the number of wild turkeys they 
see, as well as the general location, date 
and contact information. 

“The turkey survey enhances our 
agency’s internal survey, which serves 
as a long-term index of turkey re-
production and is used in our turkey 
population model,” explains Mary Jo 
Casalena, PGC wild-turkey biologist. 
“By reporting all turkeys seen during 
each sighting, whether gobblers, hens 
with broods, or hens without broods, 
the data help us determine total 
productivity, and allow us to compare 
long-term reproductive success.”

Wild-turkey productivity is affected 
by spring weather, habitat, previous 
winter food abundance, predation and 
the last fall harvest. 

The 2019 spring turkey popula-
tion was estimated at approximately 
212,200, slightly below the three-year 

running average of 216,900.
To find the survey on the website, 

click on “Turkey Sighting Survey” in 
the Quick Clicks section. The mobile 
app can be found by searching for 
“Pennsylvania Game Commission” in 
the Google Play Store or Apple’s App 
Store.

deadline for registering to 
vote is in october

October 19, 2020, is the last day to 
register to vote before the Nov. 3, 2020, 
general election. Eligible residents may 
register to vote online, by mail, or at 
a number of government agencies, 
such as the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation Photo License and 
Driver License Centers or at the county 
voter registration office.

To register to vote in Pennsylvania, 

one must be a citizen of the United 
States for at least one month before 
the next primary, special, municipal 
or general election; be a resident of 
Pennsylvania and the election district 
in which one is registering for at least 
30 days before the next primary, spe-
cial, municipal or general election; and 
be at least 18 years old on or before 
the day of the next primary, special, 
municipal or general election. 

Registering to vote requires a person 
to complete a voter registration appli-
cation form, which is then reviewed by 
the county voter registration office. If 
the registration is accepted, the person 
who registered will receive a voter reg-
istration card in the mail. It will show 
name, address, party affiliation and the 
address of where to vote.

Persons who are already registered 

keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

CoNCeRN FoR CoMMUNItY: Bedford Rural electric Cooperative put one of the seven cooper-
ative principles – “Concern for community” – into action with the donation of materials and labor to 
assist in the construction of a new IMAX-sized screen at the Bedford County Fairgrounds. The new 
attraction – constructed by area businesses and organizations in an effort to provide residents and 
visitors with entertainment that would not be affected by the COVID-19 outbreak – opened on the 
weekend of July 4.



to vote in Pennsylvania do not have 
to register again unless their name, 
address or political party has changed. 
Voter registration can be updated on-
line, by mail or in person using a voter 
registration application form.

cWd continues to spread 
across state

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion (PGC) is expanding its Disease 
Management Areas (DMAs) in an 
attempt to control chronic wasting 
disease (CWD), which is continuing to 
spread across the state. The DMAs are 
geographic regions that have special 
rules for both hunters and the general 
public that are meant to slow the dis-
ease’s spread and increase the chances 
of detecting it if it has already spread.

The PGC tested 15,686 free-ranging 
deer and 161 free-ranging elk in 2019. 

No elk were found to have CWD, 
while 204 white-tail deer tested positive 
with the top counties for CWD-positive 
deer being Bedford (99), Fulton (56) 
and Blair (30). Other counties with 
at least one CWD-positive deer were: 
Cambria, Franklin, Huntingdon, Indi-
ana, Jefferson, Juniata, Snyder, Somer-
set and Westmoreland.

Several of the new cases were found 
on the fringes of or outside of exist-
ing DMAs. When CWD is detected, a 
10-mile radius buffer is created around 
where the infected deer was found. 
That buffer is then used as a reference 
for defining DMA boundaries.

It is illegal to move high-risk deer 
parts outside of the DMA boundaries, 

ed overdoses with an average of 14.8 
overdoses reported each day. Of that 
total, 24% were reported in rural areas. 
Overdoses occurred every day of the 
week, but nearly 33% were reported on 
Fridays and Saturdays, with the largest 
volume happening in the early eve-
ning hours. The highest percentage of 
overdoses in both rural and urban areas 
(29% and 30%, respectively) occurred 
in June, July, and August, while the 
lowest percentages were reported in De-
cember, January, and February for both 
rural (16%) and urban (18%) areas.

In both rural and urban areas, 
overdose victims were, on average, 
white males between 25 and 39 years 
old. Overall, 66% of rural victims were 
male, while 69% of urban victims were 
male. The majority of rural and urban 
overdose victims were between the 
ages of 25 and 39 years old (58% and 
59%, respectively). In rural areas, 17% 
of victims were under 25 years old and 
25% of victims were 40 years old and 
older. In urban areas, 13% of victims 
were under age 25 and 28% were age 
40 and older. Ninety-four percent of 
rural victims and 83% of urban victims 
were white. 

According to the data, the majority 
of victims in both rural and urban ar-
eas overdosed on heroin. In rural areas, 
50% of victims overdosed on heroin, 
16% on fentanyl, 4% on other types of 
opioids, and the remaining 30% were 
from other drugs or unknown drugs. 
In urban areas, 55% of victims over-
dosed on heroin, 16% on fentanyl, 3% 
on other types of opioids, and 26% on 
other drugs or unknown drugs.

Naloxone, an opioid antagonist 
medication used to reverse an opioid 
overdose, was used in 58% of rural 
overdose victims, while among urban 
victims, 69% received naloxone. 
Among naloxone recipients whose out-
comes were reported, 92% of the rural 
victims survived the overdose. Among 
urban naloxone recipients whose out-
comes were reported, 93% survived.

According to the center’s analysis, 
the data indicates overdose incidents 
are similar in both rural and urban 
areas of Pennsylvania. l

5  |   AUG UST 2020

and hunters are prohibited from feed-
ing deer or using natural urine-based 
attractants within a DMA.

According to the PGC, chronic wast-
ing disease is an always-fatal disease 
that affects members of the cervid fami-
ly, including deer, elk and moose. There 
is no live-animal test for it and no cure. 
First identified in Colorado in 1967, it 
has been found in 26 states. Infected 
deer spread the disease to other animals 
through saliva, urine and feces. Symp-
toms include lowered head and ears, 
weight loss, excessive drooling, rough-
hair coat, uncoordinated movements 
and, ultimately, death. To date, CWD 
has not been found to infect humans, 
but the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommends people 

avoid eating meat from CWD-infected 
animals.

More information about CWD and 
the DMAs can be found at pgc.pa.gov.

center for rural pennsylvania 
analyzes data from overdose 
information network

In March 2018, Pennsylvania 
launched a voluntary, centralized 
repository that tracks overdoses, 
naloxone administrations, and other 
drug information, to allow police, 
public safety, and health care profes-
sionals to share information related 
to opioid abuse in their communities. 
The Overdose Information Network is 
maintained by the Pennsylvania State 
Police. 

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania 
recently analyzed reports from Jan. 1, 
2018, through May 15, 2020, in order 
to develop a better understanding of 
overdose incidents within the state.

The analysis showed 12,832 report-
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The 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was approved by 
Congress on June 4, 1919, but 

it took more than a year for the mea-
sure granting women the right to vote 
to gain ratification by 36 states. This 
month, the nation marks the centen-
nial of this human rights milestone.

Rural America was built and owes 
much of its success to family-run farms 
and businesses. While dads and hus-
bands are often celebrated throughout 
history and heritage, wives and moth-
ers have been full partners in creating 
thousands of communities. In fact, 
electric cooperatives have served as 
incubators for the leadership skills that 
guide co-op-served communities today. 

power and partnership
“Historically, rural wives were 

always isolated and only had inter-
action with their husbands and chil-
dren, but they helped run farms and 
ranches, and ran their homes,” says 
Betsy Huber, president and CEO of the 
National Grange. 

Founded in 1867, the Grange chap-
ters took root as fraternal community 
organizations committed to promoting 
sound agricultural concepts in the 
North, South and the expanding West.

“From the very beginning, women 
could hold any office in the Grange,” 
Huber says. “We have 13 offices, includ-
ing four that are only open to women.”

By the early 1900s, organizations 
like the Grange were providing rural 
women with meaningful leadership 
opportunities and fueling passions 
for full engagement in public life that 
included political participation.  

With the rise of suffragist senti-
ments, in the early 20th century, the 

Grange routinely included women in 
governance decisions, Huber notes. 

“One of our national agriculture com-
mittees early in the last century had six 
members, including three men and three 
women, who reviewed and discussed the 
resolutions submitted by local Grange 
chapters that ultimately set policy for 
the National Grange,” she says.

Among the farm women embracing 
the suffragist cause was Febb Ens-
minger Burn, a widow from Tennes-
see’s McMinn County, who ultimately 
played a decisive role in earning 
women the right to vote and forever 
changing U.S. history.

Between running her farm and 
caring for her family, she followed 
news accounts from Nashville, Tenn., 
and was turned off by harsh opposi-
tion speeches against ratification in 

Electric cooperatives: A long and lasting 
commitment to democratic values

By Derrill Holly

the summer of 1920. In August, she 
penned a seven-page letter to her son, 
Harry T. Burn, a freshman represen-
tative in the House of the Tennessee 
General Assembly.

“Vote for suffrage and don’t keep 
them in doubt,” wrote Burn to her 
24-year-old son. “Don’t forget to be a 
good boy and help.”

With the letter from his mother in 
his pocket, Burn broke a 48-48 dead-
lock by changing his vote to pass the 
measure, and women nationwide were 
guaranteed the right to participate in 
all national elections. 

“I spend a lot of my time encour-
aging co-op members to contact their 
legislators, and mother-son influence 
is a great example of true grassroots 
activism,” says Amanda Wolfe, an 
NRECA senior political adviser, who 
lives in Nashville.

The area where Burn once farmed 
and raised her family is still served by 
Decatur, Tenn.-based Volunteer Energy 
Cooperative, says Wolfe, adding that 
voters there are still inspired by the 
state’s role as being the 19th Amend-
ment’s “Perfect 36” — a reference to its 
decisive ratification role.

“Voting is so much more than just 
a right, it is a privilege,” Wolfe says. 
“The suffragettes fought for generations 
to finally win that privilege 100 years 
ago, and every time we cast a ballot, 
we honor their memories.” 

fueling cooperative change 
When electric cooperatives were 

organized years later, many of the 
same principles honored by rural 
organizations, including recogni-
tion of property rights, were among 
the fundamental tenets included in 

(continues on page 18)

RIGHt to Vote: erected in 2018, the Burn 
Memorial depicts Tennessee state Rep. Harry 
Burn of Niota and his mother, Febb, and honors 
each of their roles in the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment.
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century of suffrage
By Kathy Hackleman 
Senior Editor/Writer
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August 2020 marks 100 years 
since the 19th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution became 

law. The amendment is short and to 
the point: “The right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States 
or any state on account of sex. Con-
gress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation.”

While the amendment itself was 
short, the path to the landmark legis-
lation that allowed women the right 
to vote in every election was long and 
winding. Historians vary on how they 
date the initial embers that became the 
suffrage movement, with the earliest 
putting it in the 1830s. What is clear is 
that by the summer of 1848, the move-
ment was well underway with suffrag-

ists including Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Lucretia Mott convening the first 
formal Women’s Rights Convention in 
Seneca Falls, N.Y., drawing more than 
300 attendees. (Today, Seneca Falls is 
the site of the Women’s Rights National 
Historic Park.) 

For decades, women protested, 
marched, lobbied, wrote, lectured and 
were arrested as part of this move-
ment. In the late 1860s and early 
1870s, many believed success was right 
around the corner, and an Indiana 
congressman, George W. Julian, even 
introduced legislation that would have 
allowed the right to vote to all U.S. 
citizens. But success remained elusive. 
Many of the early suffragists, includ-

ing one of its most vocal proponents, 
Susan B. Anthony, Rochester, N.Y., 
co-founder with Stanton of the Nation-
al Woman Suffrage Association, did not 
live long enough to see the movement’s 
successful conclusion. However, An-
thony was selected as the first woman 
to be featured on a U.S. coin, the Susan 
B. Anthony dollar, in 1979. 

Across the nation, early suffrage 
groups organized, determined to focus 
attention on women’s rights, although 
they often also promoted an anti-slav-
ery message. Pennsylvanian and 

Celebrating 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote

100 YEARS: State officials and members of the 
public dressed in suffragist white gather June 
24, 2019, at the Capitol Rotunda in Harrisburg 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly’s vote to ratify 
the 19th Amendment. Secretary of State Kathy 
Boockvar is at the podium.
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outspoken suffragist Carrie Burnham 
went to the polls in an attempt to vote 
in 1871, but she was turned away. She 
fought all the way to the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court, claiming all U.S. 
citizens had the right to vote. Not only 
did she lose, the state constitution was 
soon amended to specify only “male 
citizens” were allowed to vote. 

Both branches of the U.S. Congress 
finally passed an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution on June 4, 1919, 
allowing women the right to vote in all 
elections. Ratification was required by 
at least 36 states (three-fourths of the 
then 48 states) before it would become 
law. That effort would take until Au-
gust 1920, when Tennessee became the 
36th state to ratify the amendment.

Pennsylvania was the seventh state 
to ratify the amendment with the 

General Assembly giving its approval 
on June 24, 1919, just 20 days after 
congressional action was taken in 
Washington, D.C.

Exactly a century after that action, 
on June 24, 2019, state officials and 
members of the public gathered in the 
Capitol Rotunda in Harrisburg to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of the 
General Assembly’s vote. At that event, 
Secretary of State Kathy Boockvar 

noted her pride in Pennsylvania’s early 
embrace of women’s suffrage. 

“We helped lead the way for the rest 
of the nation,” she stated.

Long wait
Today, Boockvar, who serves as the 

Commonwealth’s chief election official, 
emphasizes that the significance of the 
19th Amendment cannot be overstated.

“American women had to wait an 
extraordinarily long time to vote – 
until 1920, 144 years after the birth of 
our democracy,” she says. “When our 
great-grandmothers set their sights on 
suffrage, they understood that voting is 
the fundamental right of a citizen in a 
democracy. Susan B. Anthony called it 
‘the pivotal right.’”

Noting that suffragists labored long 
and hard, enduring arrests, hunger 
strikes, violence, and public persecu-
tion for their efforts, Boockvar says 
it’s important to remember and honor 
their sacrifices.

MAKING It oFFICIAL: Pennsylvania Gov. 
William Cameron Sproul signs papers not-
ing Pennsylvania’s ratification of the 19th 
Amendment in June 1919.
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WARReN CoUNtY CeLeBRAtes: Phyllis 
Wright, co-chair of the Warren County Suffrage 
Centennial Committee, attends one of the 
events celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the signing of the 19th Amendment that gave 
women the right to vote in all elections.



Claverack REC, Sullivan County REC 
and Tri-County REC and agrees on 
the importance of voting.

“I always speak for the importance of 
being involved, of voting and of being 
well informed on the candidates,” says 
Pickett, who was first elected to the 
House in 2000 after serving several 
years as a county commissioner. “For 
those who might say, ‘My vote doesn’t 
count anyway,’ I say, ‘You have never 
been a candidate standing at a polling 
place on Election Day then.’ As that 
candidate, it quickly becomes clear 
to you that the voter has the ultimate 
power with their vote. Standing at polls 
on Election Day always gives me a 
spirited appreciation of this fact.”

Even considering that society was 
slow to come to the realization that 
women needed to be equal partners in 
voter participation and elected office, 
Pickett says their strong involvement 
and success does not surprise her.

“Women have always had a robust 
and energetic passion for their families 
and communities,” she says. “We are 
consistently seeing more women in 
elected positions as family relation-
ships and responsibilities become more 
balanced. As women gain more success 
in elected positions, we also see 
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ReMeMBeRING tHe DAY: Attendees at the June 24, 1919, event honoring Pennsylvania’s ratifi-
cation of the 19th Amendment enjoy activities planned by the Warren County Suffrage Centennial 
Committee on the Warren County Courthouse lawn.

“It’s also worth noting that the 19th 
Amendment not only gave women 
access to the polling booth, it led to 
today’s acceptance of women in all 
aspects of public life, including elected 
and appointed service on the local, 
state, and national levels,” she says. 
“Without suffrage, all that followed for 
women would not have been possible.”

In fact, she can see herself as a 
suffragist if she had been born in a 
different century.

“My time as a voting rights attorney 
taught me the precious value of the 
vote,” she says. “I especially admire 
suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt’s 
tireless approach and unswerving 
commitment. She even had a pre-
nuptial agreement with her husband 
guaranteeing her four months of free 
time each year to work exclusively for 
suffrage. Carrie used that time wisely. 
She formed the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance, served as president 
of the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association and, after suffrage 
was finally achieved, founded the 
League of Women Voters.”

As secretary of state and also person-
ally, Boockvar encourages residents to 
register, to vote, and to seek office. 

“I have been advocating, support-
ing, and encouraging women to run 
for office, be engaged in politics and 
civic participation, and seek leadership 
positions for most of the last decade 
and beyond,” Boockvar says. “I’ve 
spoken at conferences and events, 
given feedback and supported wom-
en considering these options. I will 
always continue to do this. I have a 
broad perspective having been a poll 
worker, a civil rights and voting rights 
attorney, a candidate for judge and for 
Congress, and now, serving as secretary 
of state, all while also being a mother. 
I have learned so much from these 
experiences, and highly encourage all 
women to vote and become involved 
in civic affairs and consider running 
for office, as we need more women in 
leadership — not only because they are 
highly effective leaders, but also as role 
models for our daughters and grand-
daughters.”

rural voices
State Rep. Tina Pickett (R-Brad-

ford) is one of 55 women (out of 203 
representatives) serving in the state 
House. She represents cooperative 
members in territories served by 

JUSTICE BELL: A replica of the Liberty Bell 
– known as the Justice Bell – made its way 
across the country on the back of a flatbed 
truck in the years before the passage of the 
19th Amendment. It remained silent until the 
passage of the amendment, whereupon it was 
rung for the first time. 
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ReMeMBeRING tHose WHo CAMe BeFoRe: Jane Dunshie, Warren County suffrage Centennial 
Committee, provides information about early supporters of women’s rights at the grave of Mildred 
Morton Crosby Lindsey during a Warren County Historical Society public cemetery walk celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment.

(continues on page 20)

fundraising becoming more even and 
equivalent for women candidates.”

State Rep. Pam Snyder (D-Greene) 
explains how important the act of vot-
ing has been in her life.

“The first election I could vote in 
was a presidential year, and Jimmy 
Carter was the Democratic candidate,” 
she recalls. “I was so excited that I was 
finally going to get to vote. On Election 
Day, I was sick with a stomach bug, 
but I told my husband I was going to 
vote anyway. As soon as I walked into 
the voting place, I smelled coffee, and 
I wondered if I was going to make it 
through, but I did.”

Her husband is an equally dedicat-
ed voter — she describes him leaving 
their farm to vote soon after a micro-
burst had blown off half their roof.

“There were literally strangers in my 
house trying to help my husband and 
family salvage things because it was 
still raining, and he left to vote, so I 
am able to say neither of us has ever 
missed an election, even on the day the 
roof blew off our house, ” she says with 
a laugh. 

Prior to being elected to her first 
term in the House in 2013, Snyder 
served nine years as Greene County 
commissioner, all of them as board 
chair. Because she thinks women bring 

a different perspective, she is excited 
that women are seeking office in great-
er numbers. And nothing makes her 
happier, she says, than when someone 
says she is a great role model for their 
daughter. 

Judge Maureen Skerda also is happy 
to pass along her passion for public 
service. Skerda was elected the first 
female judge of the 37th Judicial 

LoBBYING FoR tHe RIGHt to Vote: this 
historic photo of Pennsylvania suffragists was 
first published in 1917.

District (Warren and Forest counties), 
beginning her term in January 2006, 
and she became the 26th president 
judge in 2010. Through her judicial 
role and her experience as a practicing 
attorney, she speaks to a number of 
students – both male and female – who 
are interested in careers in the law or 
the judiciary.

“I have always encouraged them 
about their right to vote,” says Skerda, 
a member of Warren Electric Coopera-
tive (EC), but in the past year, she has 
become more aware of the history of 
Pennsylvania judges. 

“Many of the early female judges in 
the Commonwealth were appointed 
to their first term and then would go 
on to be elected to full terms,” Skerda 
points out. “I keep thinking that if our 
governors had not been aware of these 
exceptional women, they wouldn’t 
have been on the bench.”

That dynamic has changed as three 
of seven state Supreme Court justices 
are women, 11 of 14 on the Superior 
Court are women, and eight of 10 on 
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Sealing air leaks, step by step
By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

Dear Pat and Brad: I love my 
older home, but it’s drafty and 
uncomfortable at times. What 

can I do to reduce drafts? — Cris

Dear Cris: This is a common prob-
lem, particularly in older homes. In 
many homes, about half of the con-
ditioned air leaks to the outside every 
hour. The good news, especially if you 
don’t want to spend a lot of money, is 
that you can seal air leaks on your own 
with a little time and effort. 

Here are three steps to get you 
started. Keep in mind, there’s much 
more to learn about sealing your home 
than we can cover in this article, so 
consider researching trusted websites 
for additional tips and tutorials. 

Step 1: find the leaks
The first step is a thorough visual 

search of the interior and exterior of the 
home. Look for gaps and holes in exte-
rior walls, flooring and the ceiling. These 
will often occur where different building 
materials meet, such as the top of cement 
foundation walls or around windows and 
doors. Another common source of air 
leaks is where pipes or wiring penetrate 
a wall, floor or ceiling. Ductwork located 
in unheated crawl spaces or attics can 
also contain air leaks.

Exterior doors and windows that 
open deserve your attention. Open 
each door or window and place a dollar 
bill between the door or window sash 
and the frame. If you can pull the bill 
out easily when the door or window is 
closed again, the seal is not tight enough.

The best way to find all air leaks is to 
hire an energy auditor to do a blower 
door test. The blower door is a large 
fan that is mounted in a doorway to 
depressurize the house. The auditor can 

smartcircuits

then find the leaks and may even be 
able to recommend ways to seal them. 

It’s also possible to conduct your 
own whole-home pressure test. The 
Department of Energy provides detailed 
instructions at energy.gov/energysaver/
weatherize/air-sealing-your-home/
detecting-air-leaks. 

Step 2: Gather the materials 
you will need

Here’s a quick list of materials:
k  Caulk: You’ll need a caulk gun ($4+) 

and caulk ($4 to $10). We recom-
mend indoor/outdoor waterproof sil-
icone or latex caulk that is water-sol-
uble until it cures and is paintable 
when dry. 

k  Expanding spray foam: One can typ-
ically costs $4 to $6. This is effective, 
but keep in mind, it’s a messy job. 

k  Weather stripping: Prices vary 
depending on type and length of the 
materials, but there’s a wide variety 
of weather stripping options made of 
vinyl, metal, felt, or open-cell foam 
that works for most situations. 

k  Pre-cut foam socket sealers: You can 
typically purchase a pack of 24 seal-

ers for about $3.
k  Chimney plug balloon: Prices range 

from $50 to $90. You may need a 
chimney plug balloon if your chim-
ney flu doesn’t seal well. Buy a square 
or round one to match the shape of 
your chimney flu. 

k  Adhesive plastic window insulation 
sheets: Prices range from $2 to $14 
depending on size. You may need 
insulation sheets later in the year 
for windows that can’t be sealed and 
don’t have storm windows. 

Step 3: do it! 
If you are unfamiliar with how to 

apply any of these materials, we recom-
mend watching online tutorial videos. 
Sealing air leaks is one of the best ways 
to boost your home’s energy efficiency. 
Whether you are a DIY pro or novice, 
with a few simple steps (and low-cost 
materials), you’ll be well on your way 
to a sealed, more efficient home. l

This column was co-written by Pat 
Keegan and Brad Thiessen of Collabora-
tive Efficiency. For more information on 
sealing air leaks, please visit: collabora-
tiveefficiency.com/energytips.
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Pennsylvania’s 
diverse river towns 
offer unique cultures 
and environments, and 
the people who make 
their living on the rivers 
contribute to the health 
of their communities.

Perhaps the only 
constant in the rapidly 
changing electric in-
dustry, the ever-pres-
ent utility pole is the 
unsung hero in the 
cooperative effort to 
bring electricity to 
members.

Doug Creighton, 
Seneca, and Monica 
Shartle, Conneaut 
Lake, head home 
after a week in 
Washington, D.C., 
as participants in the 
1990 Rural Electric 
Youth Tour.

Pennsylvania’s 1970 
Rural Electric Youth 
Tour participants, 72 
in all, pose on the 
steps of the nation’s 
capitol with then-U.S. 
Sen. Richard S. Sch-
weiker (R-Pa.), center 
front.

Rural electric cooperative directors, staff and leaders from 
across Pennsylvania and New Jersey meet in Warren to 
consider action on matters of critical concern for rural 

residents in the coming decade. 
With the cost of supplying adequate power to rural residents 

escalating at an alarming rate and federal funding of the rural 
electric program in danger of falling prey to budget trimming, 
speakers rally the directors behind a call for “strong co-ops, 
with strong political action.”

Keynote speaker James Grahl, general manager of Basin Rural 
Electric Cooperative in Bismarck, N.D., stresses that working 
with legislators at both the state and national level is crucial to 
the survival of the rural electric cooperative program. 

Forty years later, rural electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey continue to work together to provide their 
members with a reliable source of power that is both available 
and affordable. Through the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Asso-
ciation, they constantly monitor legislative action that could 
affect cooperatives and their members.
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Co-op update
By Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE 

Communications & Marketing Manager

Guest Column

Over the last few months, everyone 
has had to make changes in all aspects 
of their day-to-day life. The same goes 
for your local electric cooperative. By 
enacting our Business Continuity Plan, 
your board, management and employ-
ees have seamlessly continued our 
daily business of keeping the lights on. 
Following is an update to what your 
cooperative has been doing:

Offices and employees
Due to the current COVID-19 

condition in our area, our Indiana and 
Ebensburg offices and lobbies are cur-
rently closed to the public. This will 
remain in place until further notice. 
Members can continue to use multiple 
convenient options to pay their bills, 
including our drop boxes, online and 
phone payment options, and USPS 
mail. Our drive-thru at the Indiana 
office remains open at this time. 

Our line crews and load manage-
ment technicians have continued to 
stay separated from office staff to pro-
tect them from possible virus spread, 
and any crew members traveling 
together must wear a mask while in 
the vehicle. Crews are asked to clean 
their vehicle daily, and an outside con-
tractor performs a deep cleaning of the 
vehicles each weekend.

We continue to ask that if an 
employee is working at or near your 

home that you stay at least 15 feet 
away from them. If you or a member 
of your household are ill, please let 
our employee know this ahead of time, 
especially if the job requires that they 
enter your home.

Office employees follow Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention guide-
lines at all times. Our office employees 
have been wearing masks, per Penn-
sylvania mandates, maintaining social 
distance from one another, and office 
work areas receive deep cleanings as 
well. 

Meetings
REA Energy’s annual meeting is 

scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 10, 
2020. This year we are going to offer 
an option to view the meeting on a 
virtual platform. We will continue to 
evaluate the COVID-19 situation for 
conducting an in-person meeting. 
If the decision is made to cancel the 
in-person meeting, we will have a 
virtual meeting only.

Information for logging on to the 
virtual meeting will be included in 
the Annual Meeting Notice. We also 
plan to develop informational videos 
to help make your logging on to the 
virtual platform seamless. We will 
announce this on several mediums 
if necessary, using Penn Lines, our 

REA Energy  
Cooperative, Inc.

One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

cooperativeconnection

(continues on page 14d)
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REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70 

Indiana, PA 15701-0070 
724-349-4800 • 800-211-5667

Ebensburg District Office 
127 Municipal Road 

Ebensburg, PA 15931 
814-472-8570 

Website: www.reaenergy.com 
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com

Staff
Barry Baker

Indiana Operations Manager
Erin Bauer

ACRE Coordinator
Shane Cribbs

Network & Systems Manager
Dave Daugherty

Safety & Right of Way Manager
Jeff Dishong

Ebensburg Operations Supervisor
Lisa Gardill

Accounting & Finance Manager
Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE

Communications & Marketing Manager 
Local Pages Editor
Chris Masterson

Reliability Supervisor
Patrick McAndrew

Manager of Engineering
Bryon Roland

Purchasing & Facilities Manager
Brendan Short

Right-of-Way/Forestry Supervisor
Renee Spalla
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Chris Weller

Load Management Supervisor

Outages & Emergencies
1-800-332-7273
724-463-7273

Office Hours
Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Ebensburg Office: 
7 - 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday
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Make your voice heard
There’s an old political saying, “If you’re not at the table, you’re on the menu.” This adage is 

the perfect answer to the question, “Why vote?” It’s a blunt description of what happens when 
you don’t engage in the political process. 

If you don’t vote, you’re not only missing the opportunity to support a candidate who shares 
your views and concerns, you’re allowing others to chart a course that impacts your future. That’s 
why we’re encouraging all REA Energy members to recognize National Voter Registration Day on 
Sept. 22, 2020. Whether you’re registering yourself or others to vote, or helping members of our 
community get organized, there are many ways to get involved.

Your vision, your vote
While local elections may not be as exciting as the high-profile presidential election, they are 

just as critical. Local elections have a direct impact on your community and on your quality of life. 
Like the national level, local elections represent who we are as a community, and more im-

portantly, where we want to go. Whether it’s an election for a mayor, sheriff, state representative, 
school board or an electric co-op board member, your vision for the community is tied to your 
vote. 

Voting keeps elected officials accountable. Elections are a direct and tangible source of feed-
back. For example, REA Energy board members provide strategic guidance on the direction of 
the co-op and how it serves the community. Local board members embody the voice and identity 
of the community. 

Staying in sync with the community
Ultimately, the role of the co-op board is governance. While day-to-day decisions are made by 

our employees, bigger decisions are made by the board, whose mission is look out for the vitality 
of the co-op and the members we serve. REA Energy board members provide their perspective 
on community priorities, thereby enabling us to make more informed decisions on long-term 
investments.

However, boards are not perfect, and we need you, the members of the co-op, to help keep 
the system in check. We depend on you and your neighbors to vote so that we can stay on 
course and ensure that we are in sync with the community that we serve. 

A strong voter turnout shows investment in the community and ensures that a diverse number 
of views are represented. The whole community benefits when more people participate in the 
process, because greater numbers reflect a consensus on the direction of the future and the will 
of the people.

By voting in national, state, and local elec-
tions, you are serving as a role model for your 
family, friends, and colleagues. The act of voting 
demonstrates your support for the community 
and helps officials chart a course for the future. 
Democracy is not a spectator sport. Research 
candidates, learn about issues that are on the 
ballot, and get out and vote!

To learn more about National Voter Registra-
tion Day or to get involved, visit nationalvoterregis-
trationday.org.
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REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Your Board of Directors

REA Energy offices 
will be closed on 

Monday, Sept. 7, 2020, 
in observance of Labor 
Day. Power outages can 
be reported by calling  

724-463-7273 
or 800-332-7273.

Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in 

August:
k   Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights-of-way of the 

Fairview, Georgeville, Latimer, Livermore and Locust Substation areas, in addition to 
emergency maintenance areas.

Notification of work will be made to members in the areas affected. Contractors will 
perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy specifications. All contractor employees will 
carry employee identification cards and their vehicles will display their company name.

If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800, or view the specifications at reaenergy.com.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Due to the current COVID-19 

condition in our area, our 
Indiana and Ebensburg offices 
and lobbies are currently closed 
to the public. This will remain 
in place until further notice. 
Members can continue to use 
multiple convenient options to 
pay their bills, including our 
drop boxes, online and phone 
payment options, and USPS 
mail. Our drive-thru at the Indiana 
office remains open at this time. 

website, reaenergy.com, our Facebook 
page, and the Annual Meeting Notice.

Keeping you notified
With the ongoing concerns of the 

COVID-19 in our area, communication 
with our members has been extremely 
important. To notify and inform our 
members, REA Energy has used several 
mediums, including Penn Lines, our 
website, reaenergy.com, our Facebook 
page, which can be found by going 
to Facebook and searching for REA 
Energy Cooperative, Inc., and running 
radio ads. As we move forward, we 
will continue to use these mediums to 
communicate any news with you. 

Thank you!
Your board of directors, manage-

ment, and employees want to extend 
our sincerest thank you to our mem-
bers for your patience and understand-
ing throughout this unprecedented 
time. As we move forward, we look 
forward to continuing to serve you 
with the same excellent service as we 
have over the past 83 years. l



Members contribute equitably to, 
and democratically control, the 
capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the 
cooperative. Members usually 
receive limited compensation, if 
any, on capital subscribed as a 
condition of membership. Members 
allocate surpluses for any or all of 
the following purposes: developing 
the cooperative, possibly by setting 
up reserves, part of which at least 
would be indivisible; benefitting 
members in proportion to their 
transactions with the cooperative; 
and supporting other activities 
approved by the membership.

Cooperatives are autonomous, self
help organizations controlled by their 
members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organizations, 
including governments, or raise 
capital from external sources, they do 
so on terms that ensure democratic 
control by their members and 
maintain their cooperative autonomy.

AUTONOMY AND 
INDEPENDENCE

to more than 42 million consumers in 47 states and 
whose retail sales account for approximately 12 
percent of total electricity sales in the United States. 
Learn more at NRECA.coop

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) is the national service organization for more 
than 900 not-for-profit rural electric cooperatives and 
public power districts providing retail electric service 

Cooperatives are voluntary 
organizations open to all persons 
able to use their services and 
willing to accept the responsibilities 
of membership, without gender, 
social, racial, political or religious 
discrimination.

VOLUNTARY AND 
OPEN MEMBERSHIP

Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively participate in 
setting policies and making decisions. 
The elected representatives are 
accountable to the membership. In 
primary cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one member, one 
vote), and cooperatives at other levels 
are organized in a democratic manner.

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROL

MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC
PARTICIPATION

Cooperatives provide education and 
training for their members, elected 
representatives, managers and 
employees so that they can 
contribute effectively to the 
development of their cooperatives. 
They inform the general public, 
particularly young people and 
opinion leaders, about the nature 
and benefits of cooperation.

EDUCATION, TRAINING
AND INFORMATION

While focusing on member needs, 
cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 
communities through policies 
accepted by their members.

CONCERN FOR 
COMMUNITY

Cooperatives serve their members 
most effectively and strengthen the 
cooperative movement by working 
together through local, national, 
regional and international structures.

COOPERATION AMONG
COOPERATIVES
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If you want to make the best use of 
your efforts to save money on your 
energy bill, the U.S. Energy Infor-

mation Administration (EIA) can show 
you where to start.

Nearly half of the electricity Amer-
icans use in their homes, 43%, goes 
to heating and cooling air and water. 
Another 31% goes to running our heat-
ing and air conditioning systems and 
12% powers our water heaters.

In second place for residential elec-
tricity use is a grab bag of appliances 
and lighting. One-fifth of the electric-
ity we use in our homes goes to refrig-
eration (6%), lighting (5%), clothes 
drying (4%), and TV and video games 
(4%).

That means if you want to get the 
quickest and biggest return on energy 
savings, focus on how you use your 
heating and cooling system, and your 
water heater. That’s according to Keith 
Dennis, vice president of consumer 
member engagement for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA).

“Turning off an LED lightbulb may 
come to mind when you think about 
saving energy,” he says. “But in the 
grand scheme of things, looking at 
EIA’s numbers, it’s adjusting your ther-
mostat that’s going to make the biggest 
difference.”

Other appliances and devices con-
sume even smaller shares of our total 
energy use. Eight percent of residential 
electricity use comes from a combina-
tion of computers, freezers, washing 
machines, dishwashers and cooking 
appliances. Other home energy users 
include a range of devices like small 
appliances, exterior lights, outdoor 
grills and spa heaters.

How coVid-19 is impacting 
energy use

Even with the recent disruptions to 
daily life during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the advice to focus on heating 
and cooling to save energy holds up. 
EIA has started revising its energy use 
predictions for 2020, and because of 
business closures and social distancing, 
they project that electricity sales to 
commercial and industrial customers 
will decline 6.5%. With more peo-
ple staying home, you might expect 
residential sales to increase, and they 
will, but not enough to overcome 
the weather. Even with more people 
staying home and using more heating 
and air conditioning, the weather is 
expected to be mild enough that EIA 

projects a 1.3% decline in residential 
electric sales this year. However, those 
predictions could well be adjusted 
depending on how quickly businesses 
reopen, and whether they adopt new 
ways of operating.

With so many unknowns in 2020 
patterns of energy use, EIA’s forecast 
tried to imagine what’s going on inside 
our homes in order to make their pro-
jections for the year. Their May 2020 
Short Term Energy Outlook says that 
as a result of the actions to control the 
spread of COVID-19, use of household 
electronic equipment will increase, and 
other uses of electricity, such as cooking 
or water heating, may also increase. Res-
idential air conditioning use during sum-

managing home energy use during summer 
of social distancing

By Paul Wesslund

sAVING eNeRGY: If you’re looking to reduce energy use, monitor how you cool and heat your home, 
which is where the biggest potential for saving energy lies.

(continues on page 18)
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Call NOW and speak with an Inogen 
Oxygen Specialist to request your free 
informative brochure or to take advantage 
of our 30-Day Risk Free Trial.* Plus, receive 
FREE SHIPPING on your order! 

MKT-P0172
©  2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

READY TO
TAKE YOUR
LIFE BACK?

1-855-398-0818
or visit GetInogen.com/discount

Over 775,000 people in 47 countries have 
taken their lives back with a lightweight 
Inogen One portable oxygen concentrator. 
Dealing with a chronic respiratory disease, 
such as COPD, is burdensome enough 
without having to struggle with heavy 
tanks, constant refi lls, or being tethered to 
a stationary system. For nearly 20 years, 
Inogen has been the global leader in 
portable oxygen concentrators, exclusively 
dedicated to innovative oxygen solutions. 
It’s time to reclaim your freedom and live 
your life in moments, not minutes left in an 
oxygen tank.

LIMITED-TIME

*Applicable for Inogen One G5 systems only.
**Applicable for purchases only. Restocking fee may apply.
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mer months is also likely to increase. 

Small adjustments for 
significant savings

During summer months, setting your 
thermostat a few degrees higher than 
normal can make a significant differ-
ence in energy use. The Department of 
Energy recommends setting your ther-
mostat to 78 degrees or higher when 
possible. Consumers can achieve addi-
tional energy savings by investing in a 
smart or programmable thermostat.

In addition to monitoring your ther-
mostat, Dennis suggests keeping an eye 
on another significant energy user — 
your water heater.

According to the DOE, lowering 
your water heater temperature to  
120 degrees is an easy way to save 
energy, and for every 10 degrees 
reduced, consumers can save 3% to 
5% on water heating costs. Dennis also 
recommends replacing an older, less 
efficient water heater with a newer, 
energy-efficient model, which could 
pay for itself in the long run.

For persistently high energy bills, 
Dennis recommends contacting your 
local electric co-op for a more thor-
ough evaluation of your home and 
how you use energy. Consumers can 
also find a wide range of additional 
ways to save energy at energystar.gov. 

Small changes to energy use habits, 
like turning off lights when you leave a 
room or unplugging devices when not 
in use, can help you save. But to make 
the biggest difference in energy use –– 
even during a global pandemic –– pay 
attention to how you heat and cool 
your home. That’s where the biggest 
potential for saving energy lies. l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farm-
ing communities, electric co-ops serve 
as engines of economic development for 
42 million Americans across 56% of the 
nation’s landscape.

TEcH TrEndS
(continued from page 16)

co-op charters. Family memberships 
were vested in heads of households, 
regardless of gender, and women were 
among the founding members of many 
electric cooperatives.

When President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt created the Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration in 1935, farm mag-
azines quickly published stories about 
the news. Maye Shaw of Quitman, 
Texas, was a former teacher and regu-
lar reader who knew life on the farm 
would be easier with electric power. 

She wrote her representative, Mor-
gan G. Sanders, for information and 
persuaded her husband, Virgil Shaw, 
to look into it. By 1937, they both 
were riding through the surrounding 
countryside recruiting members and 
collecting $5 sign-up fees. Virgil Shaw 
eventually became the founding gen-
eral manager of Wood County Electric 
Cooperative, which now serves nearly 
36,000 meters and is still headquar-
tered in Quitman.

 “Though it was men who signed 
their names to charter Taylor EMC 
(in 1937), women have played a vital 
role in the cooperative’s development 
and success,” wrote authors of a 75th 
anniversary book on the history of 
Flint Energies. The Reynolds, Ga.-
based co-op, originally founded as 
Taylor Electric Membership Corp., has 
enjoyed an active female membership 
since its early days. 

Beulah Taylor and Ruby McKenzie 
became the cooperative’s first female 
board members in 1938 and helped 
lead the co-op through some of its for-
mative years.

“Homemakers living in rural Taylor 
County spurred the cooperative’s early 
membership growth,” wrote authors. 
“Eager to bring the benefits and con-
veniences of electricity to their homes 
and farms, they held neighborhood 
meetings and took applications to fur-
ther the cooperative cause.”

In 1939, when the Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration approved its first 
loans for electric cooperatives in South 
Carolina, women were actively involved 

in the formation of Darlington-based 
Pee Dee Electric Cooperative. 

Mrs. E.S.J. Evans, the home demon-
stration agent for the Darlington 
County Agricultural Extension Service 
Office, was an organizer, and Sue 
Coker and Mrs. E.A. Gray were elected 
to the founding board.

Acting for the future
America’s electric cooperatives 

support Co-ops Vote, a grassroots 
movement designed to encourage 
voter registration, political engagement 
and participation in local, state, and 
national affairs.

“We provide the information to co-op 
consumer-members to find out how, 
where and when to vote, and infor-
mation on the issues that affect rural 
communities,” reports Laura Vogel, an 
NRECA senior political adviser. “We do 
not tell people who to vote for, and we 
don’t endorse candidates.”

Many electric co-ops are supporting 
National Voter Registration Day,  
Sept. 22, to encourage political partic-
ipation leading up to the November 
elections. 

“We’ve developed a ‘5-Star’ program 
that many co-ops have incorporated 
into their member outreach efforts,” 
Vogel says. 

“With so many uncertainties brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic fueling 
concerns about how voting will pro-
ceed this fall, electric co-ops can play 
vital roles in reminding members of 
important dates and explaining rule 
changes,” Vogel says. “There will be 
great opportunities to meet commu-
nity needs on information about mail 
balloting or changes in precinct oper-
ations, ensuring healthy turnout and 
widespread voter participation.” l

Derrill Holly writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farm-
ing communities, electric co-ops serve 
as engines of economic development for 
42 million Americans across 56% of the 
nation’s landscape.

EnErGy mATTErS
(continued from page 6)



ADVERTISEMENT

A compound that triggers weight loss in 
the abdomen has been used safely in France 
for years. It is now available in the United 
States without a prescription.

The pill contains ingredients that not 
only burn belly fat... but... also help maintain 
healthy cholesterol levels.

Plus, at just two dollars per daily dose, it’s 
very affordable.

Today marks the nationwide release 
of this pill in the United States. It’s being 
offered by the Applied Scientific Research 
Center in Colorado. The U.S. brand name of 
this pill is OxiTrim.

Clinical results show dieters can lose up 
to 5 inches from their waistline within just 8 
weeks of daily use. That’s because OxiTrim 
works to enhance the body’s ability to burn 
a specific type of fatty acid found in the 
abdomen.

OxiTrim does not contain stimulants or 
dangerous chemicals. The active ingredients 
have a track record of safety showing no 
harmful side effects.

France’s Weight  
Loss Breakthrough

In 2013, scientists announced a pill that 
facilitates weight loss in the abdomen. 
It contains a combination of ingredients 
shown to enhance the metabolism’s ability 
to burn belly fat.

Since then, it has become a popular diet 
pill in France and Germany. Sales continue 
to climb as new people discover how well 
the product works. 

Michael Kenneth, President of the Applied 
Scientific Research Center is not surprised 
by the popularity. He says, “The pill is safe. 
It’s effective. It works fast. Plus, it costs less 
than a cup of coffee per day.”

“And now, we’re making it available 
in America under the new brand name 
OxiTrim. We can’t wait to receive feedback 
from first time users. We know dieters are 
going to love this pill,” he added.

Double Blind Clinical Results
A double blind clinical study was 

conducted on OxiTrim’s active ingredients. 
The study was reviewed and analyzed by 
scientists from the University of California, 
Davis.

The findings were then published in 
the Journal of Medicinal Food... and... the 
Obesity Journal.

Participants were given either a placebo... 
or else... OxiTrim’s active ingredients 
twice per day for 8 weeks. They then ate a 
normal 2,000 calorie diet and walked for 30 
minutes, 5 days a week.

The results were stunning.
Those who took the active ingredients 

lost almost 4 times more weight than the 
placebo group. Even more exciting was 
the quantity of inches they lost from their 
waistline.

The group taking OxiTrim’s 
active ingredients lost almost 5 inches of 
belly fat. That’s equal to 2 pants sizes for 
men... and... 4 to 6 dress sizes for women.

The pill even helped maintain 
healthy cholesterol and blood sugar levels. 
This is especially good news for anyone who 
is overweight, given the health risks they 
often face.

How It Works
The active ingredients in OxiTrim trigger 

weight loss in a way scientists have not 
seen before. Research shows they activate a 
protein in the body that breaks down fatty 
acids found in abdominal fat.

“You can think of OxiTrim as a match that 
lights the fuse in belly fat,” said Kenneth. 
“This fuse effects metabolic rate which 
results in enhanced fat loss around the mid 
section and other parts of the body, too.”

Kenneth also said, “Dieters should know 
OxiTrim is made from natural plant extracts. 
It is not a drug. It does not contain any 
stimulants or dangerous chemicals either.”

“Plus, unlike a lot of other diet pills, 
OxiTrim won’t increase your heart rate or 
make you anxious. In fact, you won’t even 
know you’re taking it until you begin to see 
a slimmer waistline,” he added.

Approved By Top Doctors
“The advanced ingredients found in 

OxiTrim have been used successfully in 
France for years. The clinical trials show 
they can burn fat fast for those with a few 
extra pounds to lose.” — Dr. Ana Jovanovic.

“OxiTrim is the most exciting 
breakthrough in natural weight loss to date. 

It’s a proven pill for men and women who 
want to cut pounds of belly fat.” — Dr. M. 
Usman, M.D.

“I have reviewed the research and 
have decided to recommend OxiTrim to 
overweight people. That’s because OxiTrim 
doesn’t just reduce weight, it helps maintain 
healthy cholesterol and triglyceride levels, 
too.” — Dr. Ahmad Alsayes.

110% Money Back Guarantee
Amazing feedback from users of OxiTrim 

has generated a wave of confidence at 
the company. So much so that they now 
offer OxiTrim with a 110% money back 
guarantee.

The company’s president, Michael 
Kenneth says, “We’ve seen how well it 
works. Now we want to remove any risk for 
those who might think OxiTrim sounds too 
good to be true.”

Simply take the pill exactly as directed. 
You must enjoy fast and impressive weight 
loss. Otherwise, return the product as 
directed and you’ll receive 100% of your 
money back plus an extra 10%.

How To Get OxiTrim
Today marks the official n a t i o n w i d e 

release of OxiTrim in America. And so, the 
company is offering a special discount 
supply to every person who calls before 
inventory runs out.

A Regional Order Hotline has been setup 
for local readers to call. This gives everyone 
an equal chance to try OxiTrim.

The Order Hotline is now open. All you 
have to do is call TOLL FREE 1-888-303-
9543. Then provide the operator with the 
special discount approval code: OTD20. The 
company will do the rest.

Initial supplies of OxiTrim are limited. 
Those who don’t call soon may have to 
wait until more inventory is produced. This 
could take as long as 6 six weeks.

Popular French Diet Pill 
Goes On Sale Nationwide
Clinical study shows active ingredients trigger weight 
loss in the abdomen without harmful side effects; 
guaranteed results or get 110% of your money back

Sales Frenzy: The newly released OxiTrim 
pill from France is set to break sales records 
nationwide this week. In clinical studies, 
users taking the pill’s active ingredients 
lost up to 5 inches from their waistline in 8 
weeks without strict dieting.

Now available in the U.S. without a prescription!

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. ALL DOCTORS MENTIONED 
ARE REMUNERATED FOR THEIR SERVICES. ALL CLINICAL STUDIES ON OXITRIM’S ACTIVE INGREDIENT WERE INDEPENDENTLY CONDUCTED AND WERE NOT SPONSORED BY THE MAKERS OF OXITRIM.
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cEnTUry of SUffrAGE
(continued from page 11)
the Commonwealth Court are women. 
That’s a trend that’s likely to continue, 
Skerda says, as she points out women 
have made up almost half of every 
graduating law school class since 1994.

commemoration
Skerda is featured in a collection 

of “100 Notable Women of Warren 
County,” one of a number of projects 
commemorating the ratification of the 
19th Amendment undertaken by rep-
resentatives of about 15 local groups. 
Events kicked off in 2019 on the 100th 
anniversary of the Commonwealth’s 
vote to ratify the amendment.

Phyllis Wright, one of the organiz-
ers, reports planning for the Warren 
County Suffrage Centennial Celebra-
tion began in early 2019 with the first 
event being a public ceremony on the 
courthouse lawn on June 24, 2019, 
during which the courthouse bell rang 
19 times. Related events during the 
past year in Warren County included 
a Susan B. Anthony reenactor and the 
“Equality of Rights: The First Woman’s 
Right Convention” theater production. 
There were business window displays, 
dedication of a historic marker hon-

oring Cynthia Catlin Miller, an early 
suffragist born in Sugar Grove, Pa., 
multiple displays at the Warren County 
Historical Society and Warren Public 
Library,  and developing a Warren 
County historical trail featuring kiosks 
that provide information about notable 
historic women.

The group also developed a geo-
cache celebrating the “Justice Bell,” 
a symbol of the suffrage movement 
(go to geocaching.com and search for 
Warren County Pa., Justice Bell). The 
Justice Bell was a replica of the Liberty 
Bell that suffragists hauled on a flatbed 
truck around Pennsylvania to encour-
age citizens to contact members of the 
General Assembly urging them to vote 
for women’s rights. The chained clap-
per did not ring until the amendment 
passed. Other events scheduled this 
spring and summer were canceled due 
to the coronavirus.

Meanwhile, back in 2020, United EC 
board member Shanelle Hawk, May-
port, decided to run for election as a 
delegate to the 2020 National Republi-
can Convention, but she came up short 
of votes in the district-wide contest.

Hawk, a former secretary and chair 
of the Clarion County Republican 
Committee, says, “Politics is the one 

way to get things done faster than any-
thing else. I can’t believe more people 
don’t get involved.”

Hawk has never missed voting in 
an election, and she credits her family 
with developing her interest in politics, 
with both major political parties repre-
sented in her family.

“We always discussed politics and re-
ligion at our house,” she says. “I ended 
up a very conservative person, but I 
have one sister and she couldn’t be 
more liberal. For some reason, we grew 
up in the same household, but we are 
total opposites.”

community service
While both Betsy Whitsel, co-owner 

along with her husband of Cassville 
Country Store and a member of Valley 
REC, and Kim Phillips, office secretary 
at Sullivan County REC, hold elect-
ed offices (Whitsel on the Cassville 
Borough Council and Phillips on the 
Sullivan County School Board), neither 
views their service as “political.” They 

sIGNAtURes: Attendees at the June 24, 2019, 
celebration at the Capitol Rotunda in Harrisburg, 
Pa., participate in the event by signing a replica 
of the 19th Amendment. The General Assembly 
approved the amendment 20 days after it had 
cleared the U.S. Congress and was sent to all 
states for ratification.

HISTORIC DISPLAYS: The Warren Public 
Library in Warren, Pa., displays artifacts and 
information about the early women’s rights 
movement during the yearlong observance of 
the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 
19th Amendment.
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just want to get things done in their 
communities and have found elected 
office is a way to do that.

Cassville is tiny — about 160 resi-
dents, and Whitsel, a 10-year council 
member, says the council doesn’t face 
many contentious issues.  

“We have a great community,” she 
says. “We are just a quiet little bor-
ough. We just take care of anything 
that needs to be done without any 
fanfare. It’s still an old-fashioned 
community and we take care of each 
other. If anyone needs something, they 
just knock on the door of a council 
member.”

While she claims not to be too 
political as a council member, Whitsel 
is adamant that her three daughters 
register to vote when they are 18, and 

then vote in every election. 
“I tell them they can’t complain if 

they don’t vote,” she explains. “My 
grandmother was 96 when she died. I 
remember her talking a lot about the 
importance of women having the right 
to vote.”

Like Whitsel, Phillips views her  
20 years on the school board as ser-
vice, not politics, but she is outspoken 
about the importance of women’s 
voices.

“We bring a vast knowledge to serv-
ing in a public position,” she says. “We 
have been multi-tasking all of our life. 
We can manage a budget. We can man-
age people. We have a different perspec-
tive. We need to get involved, be a voice 
for the people and show young girls they 
can do anything they want to.”

One of those girls 
absorbing lessons about 
the importance of wom-
en’s rights is Jorja Noel, 
daughter of Kami Noel, 
communications/member 
relations coordinator at 
Adams EC, and her hus-
band, Jeremy. 

During the past year, 
Jorja’s Brownie Troop, 
made up of 7- to 9-year-
olds under the direction 
of Kevin Starner, under-
took a yearlong Girl Scout 
Journey entitled “A World 
of Girls.” 

In doing research, 
Starner, who as leader 
has some discretion as to 
the direction a journey 
will take, discovered the 
Women’s Rights National 
Historic Park in Seneca, 
N.Y., and partnered with 
it on a project where the 
girls could complete the 
Women’s Rights National 
Historical Park Junior 
Ranger Program while on 
their Girl Scout Journey. 

future meets past
While the girls did not 

end their study with a vis-

it to the national park or to Washing-
ton, D.C., due to the coronavirus, they 
did learn about the history of women’s 
rights.

“They were all absolutely surprised 
there was a time women couldn’t vote,” 
Starner relates. “It was quite eye-open-
ing to them to learn it’s only been 100 
years that women were allowed to 
vote.”

The most important part to 9-year-
old Jorja, a fourth-grader at Bermudian 
Springs Elementary School this fall? “It 
doesn’t matter who you are, a woman 
or a man, everyone should be able to 
vote.” And why is it important that 
her mother be able to vote just like her 
father? “Because my mom has her own 
opinion.”

As for Mom’s opinion about the jour-
ney, Kami Noel says, “I think the fact 
that the Girl Scouts planned far enough 
ahead to have a program for this year 
that recognizes the significance of 
women’s rights is a testament to the 
strength of girl-focused programs and 
education. It was interesting to hear the 
questions the girls asked about amend-
ments and voting. These are lessons the 
girls will carry with them.” l

Additional details are available at the 
National Park Service website at nps.gov 
(search “19th Amendment” for general 
information and “Women’s Rights Nation-
al Historic Park” for park information).

A NeW GeNeRAtIoN: Jorja Noel, daughter of Adams County 
residents Kami and Jeremy Noel, is a member of a Brownie troop 
that undertook a yearlong Girl Scout Journey entitled “A World of 
Girls,” during which the Brownies studied women’s rights and the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment. 

STAMP OF APPROVAL: Throughout the 100 
years since the ratification of the 19th Amendment 
allowing women the right to vote in all elections, 
several U.S. Postal Service stamps have been 
issued in observance of the historic action.
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countrykitchen

now or never
By Janette Hess

With the end of the garden season in sight, it’s time to gorge ourselves on 
freshly picked produce before it’s too late. 

Unwilling to compromise on flavor and texture, farm-to-table restaurants serve 
tomatoes only during their peak season, and when we compare local tomatoes to 
supermarket tomatoes, we know why. This month’s recipe for Summer Fattoush 
Salad provides the perfect showcase for vine-ripened tomatoes.

Grilled Corn Salad takes another fresh favorite, corn-on-the-cob, to new heights. 
Based on “elote,” or the seasoned, grilled corn sold by street vendors in Mexico, this salad is sweet, creamy and spicy all at 
once. Bell Pepper Salad also is packed with tasty garden vegetables but relies on an Asian-inspired dressing for an extra kick 
of flavor. 

When it comes to taking advantage of garden produce, it’s now or never — or at least not until next summer. l

A trained journalist, Janette Hess 
focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. 
She is a Master Food Volunteer 
with her local extension service 
and enjoys collecting, testing  
and sharing recipes.

Split pita into 4 rounds; allow to dry for several hours 
at room temperature. When dry, place on large bak-
ing sheet and lightly spray with olive oil spray. Sprin-
kle with seasoning. Bake at 250 degrees for 20 to 30 
minutes, or until crisp. Allow to cool. (This may be 
done in advance.) To assemble salad, break pita into 
bite-size pieces and place in large salad bowl. Add ro-
maine, tomatoes, cucumber, onion, olives and mint. 
Quickly whisk together dressing and pour over salad. 
Toss and serve.

Summer fattoush Salad
2 “rounds” traditional 

(two-layer) pita bread 
1/2 teaspoon Greek 

seasoning
olive oil spray
1 head romaine lettuce, 

torn into small pieces
3 large garden tomatoes, 

chopped
1 medium cucumber, cut 

into small chunks
    (no need to remove 

skin unless tough or 
bitter)

1/2 small red onion, 
sliced and chopped

Generous 1/4 cup 
drained and sliced 
kalamata olives

1/4 cup chopped fresh 
mint

Dressing:
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup fresh lemon 

juice
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon Greek 

seasoning
1/2 teaspoon dried 

oregano
freshly ground pepper 

to taste

Preheat grill on high. Lightly rub ears of corn with 
oiled paper towel. When grill is hot, lightly oil grate. 
Using tongs, place corn on grill. Cook 10 to 12 
minutes, turning ears frequently as they cook and 
brown. Remove to cutting board and, using sharp knife 
and a downward motion, slice kernels from cobs. In 
salad bowl, whisk together mayonnaise, sour cream, 
lime juice, jalapeno, chili powder, cumin and salt. 
Stir in corn. Top with cotija cheese and sprinkle with 
additional chili powder and chopped cilantro. Serve at 
room temperature or chilled. Makes 6 servings.

Halve peppers and remove seeds. Slice peppers into 
very thin strips. Slice onion into thin rings and then 
halve rings. Slice cucumbers and zucchini into thin 
strips. (No need to remove skin unless tough or bitter.) 
Place vegetables in salad bowl. To make dressing, place 
peanut butter in small microwavable bowl and heat to 
soften, no more than 8 to 10 seconds. Add remaining 
ingredients and whisk until smooth. Toss with vegeta-
bles and serve immediately. Makes 6 servings.

8 ears sweet corn, husks 
and silks removed 

vegetable oil for 
preparing corn and grill

3 tablespoons 
mayonnaise 

3 tablespoons sour 
cream

2 tablespoons freshly 
squeezed lime juice

1 tablespoon diced fresh 

jalapeno pepper
1/2 teaspoon chili 

powder, plus extra for 
garnish

1/4 teaspoon ground 
cumin

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup crumbled cotija 

cheese
Chopped fresh cilantro, 

for garnish

3 large bell peppers (mix 
of colors)

1/2 red onion
1 cucumber
1 small zucchini
6 tablespoons vegetable 

oil
4 tablespoons rice 

vinegar

3 tablespoons lower-
sodium soy sauce

3 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoon creamy 

peanut butter
1/2 teaspoon dried 

ginger
Generous dash of 

sriracha sauce

Grilled corn Salad

bell pepper Salad
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plant cSi: How to figure out what’s 
wrong with your plants

By George Weigel

of leaves; plant is pot bound; roots 
are rotting.

k  Plant is yellowing all over: Poor 
soil fertility; extreme heat; light is 
too intense or lacking; plant is pot 
bound.

k  Random leaves or needles yellowing 
or browning: Mite damage; herbicide 
spray drift; root or stem injury; stem 
galls.

k  Dead or yellow spots on leaves: Fun-
gal, bacterial or viral infection; exces-
sive fluoride in the soil; pesticide 
damage.

k  Holes in leaves: Caterpillar, slug or 
other bug damage; fungal leaf spot 
disease; hail or wind damage.

k  Leaves brown around the edges: 
Wind damage; excessive salt in the 
soil; lack of water; excessive fertilizer; 
pesticide damage; air pollution.

k  Leaves falling off: Excessive fertilizer; 
lack of water; reaction to move or 
transplanting; cold damage; pesticide 
damage; lack of light; rotting roots; 
natural life cycle of plant.

k  Leaves wilted: Under- or over-wa-
tering; excessive fertilizer; roots or 
stems rotting; rodent damage to 
roots; pesticide damage; frost dam-
age; excessive heat.

k  Weak growth and/or gradual dieback 
of branches: Lack of water; root 
injury or girdling roots; compacted 
soil; plant was planted too deeply; 
excessive mulch; poor soil nutrition; 
lack of light. l

NoRMAL PINe NeeDLes: these yellowing 
pine needles might look like trouble, but it’s 
normal for pines to yellow and drop their inner 
needles each fall.

Much can go wrong in the 
garden, in case you never 
noticed.

Every gardener deals with threats 
such as bugs munching on the trees, 
diseases attacking the shrubs and 
perennials, endless rains rotting roots, 
100-degree afternoons frying leaves to 
a crisp, and rabbits, deer, and ground-
hogs that finish off whatever’s left.

The tough part is figuring out what’s 
causing — or about to cause — a 
plant’s demise.

That’s not easy, because unlike peo-
ple, plants can’t point to where it hurts 
or tell you when the problem started.

Diagnosing plant problems is a bit 
like playing detective. Just like on the 
Crime Scene Investigation TV show, 
the answer lies in analyzing signs and 
symptoms of trouble.

Signs are direct clues — things such 
as small brown pellets left on the ground 
next to a chewed-off pansy, dot-sized 
black fungal spores on the underside of 
plant leaves, or a glossy film left behind 
by scale insects attacking a holly.

Symptoms are clues related to how 
plants have reacted to a problem.

A plant slowly yellowing from the 
bottom up could be telling you it’s suf-
fering from disease, while a plant that’s 
browned just on one side may have 
been hit by herbicide drift or salt spray.

Symptoms are even harder to decipher 
since similar symptoms may be caused 
by drastically different problems.

Wilting, for example, can hap-
pen because a new plant hasn’t been 
watered for three weeks or because the 
roots have rotted from excess water, 
leaving nothing behind to move mois-
ture up to the leaves.

Before jumping to conclusions, know 

George Weigel is a Pennsyl-
vania Certified Horticulturist, 
author of two books geared 
to gardening in Pennsylvania, 
and garden columnist for The 
Patriot-News/Pennlive.com 
in Harrisburg. His website is 
georgeweigel.net.

powerplants

what’s normal for a plant.
Bark that’s peeling off a birch tree 

is normal for that species, while white 
pines are prone to dropping many yel-
lowed needles each fall.

Regular scouting is a good way to 
catch a problem early. Take regular 
walks to enjoy your plants, but while 
you’re gawking and sniffing, watch for 
early signs and symptoms that some-
thing’s amiss.

Even if you have no idea what’s 
causing a problem, at least you’ll real-
ize something’s not normal and investi-
gate further.

County Extension offices, garden 
centers, and a host of university- and 
botanic-garden websites are all good 
sources for researching possible prob-
lems and their solutions.

Here are a few common plant prob-
lems with some possible causes:
k  Young leaves are yellow: Not enough 

light; iron or manganese deficiency 
in the soil; excessive fertilizer.

k  Old leaves are yellow: Nitrogen, mag-
nesium or potassium deficiency in 
the soil; overwatering; natural aging 
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Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
ceived 30 days prior to the issue month. Classified ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For 
more information please contact Michelle M. Smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE Headings: 
• Around the House
• Business opportunities 
• employment opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real estate
• Recipes & Food
• tools & equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

pLEASE SUbmiT A cLEArLy WriTTEn or TypEd  
SHEET WiTH THE foLLoWinG rEqUirEd informATion:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.

o  non-members should submit name, address, phone number, 
and email address, if applicable.

o month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSifiEd Ad SUbmiSSion/rATES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cApiTAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SpEciAL Headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 

pAymEnT:
please make cHEcK/monEy ordEr payable to: prEA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEnd compLETEd Ad copy And pAymEnT To: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.o. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

HEALTH inSUrAncE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 800-628-7804. Call us regarding Medicare 
supplements, too.

HUnTinG LEASES

WANteD HUNtING LAND – there is a current 
demand for hunting leases. Call for evaluation 
of your property. Professionally managed. 
Generate yearly income. $1,000,000 liability 
insurance. Know who is on your property. www.
nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron 724-422-
5525.

mASonry rEpAirS

sPeCIALIZING IN RestoRING AND 
RePAIRING masonry structures. We love 
old churches! Serving Western PA for 25 
years. Contact Russ, Crane Masonry. www.
cranemasonry.com. 724-465-0225.

miScELLAnEoUS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 814-
329-0118.

CEMETARY LOTS – (2) Two. Twin Valley in 
Delmont, Pa. Nice location. $200 each. Call 724-
925-3286/724-237-6133.

FINANCIAL FReeDoM? By invitation only, 
our proven opportunity has been changing the 
financial lives for thousands of members for 
the past 18 years! Not a business or MLM! 
SERIOUSLY looking for a proven opportunity? 
No Better time! Recorded message: 503-405-
8176.

“AA” roofinG

eXPeRts IN HARD-to-FIND LeAKs! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern PA 
for over 40 years. speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

AroUnd THE HoUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

bUiLdinG SUppLiES   

FACtoRY seCoNDs of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

steeL RooFING AND sIDING. over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

conSULTinG forESTry SErVicES

NoLL’s FoRestRY seRVICes. timber 
Sales, Appraisals, Forest Management 
Plans, Forest Improvement Work, Wildlife 
Habitat Management. FREE Timber Land 
Recommendations. 30 years experience. Visit 
www.nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron, 724-
422-5525.

conSULTinG forESTry SErVicES

CeNtRe FoRest ResoURCes. Forest 
Management Services, Wildl i fe Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FRee timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

RAYstoWN FoRestRY CoNsULtING 
timber sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat 
management. Dedicated to sustainable harvests 
for present and future generations to enjoy. 45 
years experience. 814-448-0040 or 814-448-
2405.

crAnE SErVicE

NeeD A LIFt? Crane service for all your lifting 
needs. Experienced, fully insured, and OSHA-
certified equipment and operators. Precision 
Crane LLC, Linesville, PA 814-282-9133.

fAmiLy fUn

tHe DoUBLe DIAMoND DeeR RANCH is 
open for the season. Here you pet deer instead 
of shooting them. See white, piebald and brown 
deer. Located near Cook Forest State Park, Pa. 
Visit us on Facebook and our website at www.
thedoublediamonddeerranch.com. Call for 
hours. 814-752-6334.

GifT & crAfT idEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

 iSSUE monTH Ad dEAdLinE
        october 2020  August 17
        november 2020  September 17
        december 2020  october 16
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reach nearly 166,000 
rural pennsylvania 

households! Advertise 
in Penn Lines. for more 
information, please visit 

our website at  
www.prea.com/ 

penn-lines-magazine  
or call 717.233.5704
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moTor VEHicLES & boATS

1972 eLeCtRIC VoLKsWAGoN Beetle 
car. 120V. New parts, AGM good batteries. 
$3,100. OBO. Must sell. Adams County. 717-
640-6357.

poWdEr coATinG

ALMost ANYtHING MetAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
Sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-
3770.

rEAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’s eAsteRN sHoRe. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside 
Village 3/4 acre home sites near marina from 
$18,000 with fenced and locked RV/camper 
storage available. Beach access nearby. 
Waterfront sites available on bayside and seaside. 
Many free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low 
taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LoG CABIN for sale in Potter County within 
one mile of State Game Lands. Two bedrooms, 
loft area, front and back porches, full block 
basement, septic, well, ready to move in. Furniture 
negotiable. Picturesque setting. If interested, call 
814-698-2431.

Do YoU HAVe PRoPeRtY IN BeDFoRD 
CoUNtY that you want to sell? Maybe you are 
looking to buy? Call Howard Hanna Bardell Real 
Estate and ask for Colleen Fix. Local full-time 
agent with 20+ years’ experience – also familiar 
with family properties and estates. colleenfix@
hotmail.com. Let’s work together! Call Colleen 
Fix. 814-977-2075.

HoUse AND GARAGe. Borders state Land. 
Out of flood plain. View of Pine Creek. Route 
414. Just outside of Waterville, Pa. Well and 
septic. 2-plus acres. Call for information. 570-
502-0202.

tHINKING oF seLLING or want a free market 
analysis of your property? We specialize in 
farms, land and getaways. www.juniatarealty.
com. Give Juniata Realty a call at 814-652-
2234.

rEcipES & food

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-
3381 or sbarton.myshaklee.com.

TrAcTor pArTS – rEpAir/rESTorATion

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage 
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online 
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, PA 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FoRD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.

VAcATionS & cAmpSiTES

NeW sMYRNA BeACH, Fla., condo rental. 
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from 
beach. Not available January - March. $650 per 
week or $2,400 per month. 814-979-8058 or 
814-635-4020.

PAttoN, PA: Fully furnished 3-bedroom 
home for rent. Located 2 miles from Rock Run 
Recreation and Prince Gallitzin State Park. 
Rates starting at $65 a night. Please call 814-
656-2945 or 814-674-8037.

WAnTEd – oLd bArnS

We BUY QUALIFIeD oLD BARNs. We 
also dismantle old sheds, warehouses, and 
outbuildings. No sunday calls. Call 814-766-
9925.

WAnTEd To bUy

ANtIQUe AND CLAssIC American, and foreign 
cars, motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers 
and Scouts. Any condition. Will buy entire car 
collections. krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-
8206.

FORD A62 MODEL articulated loaders. Running 
or not, all or part, any condition Also, old Ariens 
rear-tine rototillers, models B or C built after 
World War II, late 1940s or 1950s machines. 
330-696-1399.

BUYING VINtAGe HoNDA motorcycles. 1960-
1980. XR-75, Ct70, st90, sL70, Z50, CL70, 
CT90, S90 – all types big and small. Parts 
collections, parts bikes, non-running, rough, all 
considered. 724-972-8701.

LooKING to BUY advertising signs, clocks, 
thermometers, oil cans and old gas pumps. Gas 
& oil, soda, beer, whatever you have. Please call 
or text 814-952-5449.

Get the
Muck

OUT!
Marble size AquaClearTM Pellets
clear your lake or pond bottom.
Beneficial microorganisms.  Restore
balance in natural and man made
surface waters.  Increase water clarity.
Improve water quality.  Eliminate
black organic muck.
A 10 lb. bag treats 0.5 to 1.0 acres 

    $97.00
A 50 lb. bag treats 2.5 to 5.0 acres

       $356.00
Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly
to maintain.  No water use restrictions!

 FREE SHIPPING!

800-328-9350
KillLakeWeeds.com

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 893X

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

Order online today, or request free information.

Our
65th
year

Farms are part 
of our electric 
cooperative.
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punchlines

fishing isn’t all it’s made out to be  
on television, in movies

By Earl Pitts, American

Social commentary from Earl 
pitts — a.k.a. GARY BUR BANK, 
a nation ally syndicated radio 
per son ality — can be heard on 
the following radio stations that 
cover electric cooperative ser-
vice territories in Pennsylvania: 
WANB-FM 103.1 Pittsburgh; 

WARM-AM 590 Wilkes-Barre/ scran ton; WIoo-
AM 1000 Carlisle; Weeo-AM 1480 shippens-
burg; WMTZ-FM 96.5 Johnstown; WQBR-FM 
99.9/92.7 Mcelhattan; WLMI-FM 103.9 Kane; 
and WVNW-FM 96.7 Burnham- Lewistown. You 
can also find him at earlpittsamerican.com.

Yeah, well that didn’t happen.
But here’s another thing happenin’ 

on account of the bug fever … every-
body wants to go fishin’. Yeah — I 
know it’s true ‘cause I heard it right 
there on the radio. There’s a record 
number of fishin’ licenses bein’ sold. 
Bait and tackle shops are bein’ sold 
out of fishin’ poles and bait. Prices of 
nightcrawlers, red wigglers, leaches, 
crawdads and maggots are goin’ 
through the roof.

So let me explain fishin’. On account 
of it ain’t all the glorious, soul-satisf-
yin’, existential experience y’all seen 
in the movies or on the TV. Yeah, for 
my cousin, Bradley Pitts, a river might 
run through it, but for the rest of us, 
a pond or a lake just sets there. And 
there ain’t no Wicked Tuna out where 
we fish, neither. Just obstinate catfish, 
malicious bass and bothersome bluegill.

If y’all come up to Mudd Lake where 
we fish, don’t be expectin’ no emotion-
ally-definin’ spiritual moment or clarity. 
Most likely what you’re gonna experi-
ence is skeeters and lookin’ for a bath-
room until you can’t hold it any longer. 

And by the way, out where we fish, 
social distancin’ is not six feet. It’s 
more like 50 yards — at least. And 
don’t call it “anglin’.” Unless you’re 
anglin’ for a beat down. It’s fishin’. The 
Good Lord didn’t recruit his apostles 

from a group of “anglers.”
Wake up, America! A lot a’ newbies 

ask me the same question — what’s 
the secret to fishin’? Is it the right 
tackle? The right bait? The right loca-
tion? I like to tell them — it’s the right 
snacks and drinks. And plenty of them. 
I’m Earl Pitts, American fisherman. 

You know what makes me 
just wanna rent a tuxedo and 
escape to the North Pole to 

live amongst the penguins? I saw 
where penguin droppin’s contain huge 
amounts of laughin’ gas, or nitric oxy-
gen. So, you’d be cold and eat a lot 
of fish, but at least it would all seem 
funny. And nothin’ else right now 
seems funny. Can we all agree on that?

I noticed somethin’ last night on the 
TV. They have figgered out a way to 
sell you ways to calm down. First of 
all, they run this commercial on there. 
The words come up: “Relax for 30 sec-
onds.” It’s a blank screen with just the 
sound of rain. That’s supposed to make 
people relax, chill out, de-stress. But 
I’m thinkin’, “Did I roll up my truck 
windows?”

That exact commercial is followed 
by another one sellin’ some pill you 
can take to relieve your stress. Then 
another commercial about lavender 
fabric softener to help you sleep with-
out all the stress. Uh huh, apparently 
stress is big business these days.

Heck, I don’t know what y’all are 
stressed out about. I ain’t stressed. 
I’m a country boy. We take more gut-
punches than Mike Tyson’s sparrin’ 
partner. Don’t mess with our minds. 
There are days you could just look at 

me wrong, and I’d unspool like a roll 
of steel on the back of an over-turned 
18-wheel flat bed. But that ain’t stress. 
That’s just my life.

But, while I am not stressed out — 
you know what I am? I am resigned. 
I am resigned to the fact we’re already 
17 months into this year, and only just 
over halfway done with it. And with 
full-on hurricane season, the election, 
and whatever kind of other assassin 
bug comes over here from wherever 
still to come, it can only get worse.

You know what I feel like right now? 
You know at the end of that movie, 
when Butch and Sundance are stuck in 
that little shed, and they can hear the 
whole army outside? And they’re sittin’ 
there bleedin’, checkin’ their guns and 
chidin’ each other with false bravado 
like they got a chance?

I feel a little like that, only it seems 
like I ran out of bullets about three 
months ago.

Wake up, America! Yeah, I am not 
goin’ to fight it no more. I’ll just get 
through the rest of this year with a 
lot of eye-rolls and deep sighs. (Sigh) 
That’s all I got left. I’m Earl Pitts, 
American. l

I’ve been tellin’ everybody I know 
about how every useless nut-job 
out there is panic-buyin’ bicycles. 

On account of nobody’s got nothin’ 
else to do this summer. Then my better 
half, Pearl, decided maybe her and me 
should buy us some bikes.
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phil & dawn Keller

Adams Ec

Gary mccue

new Enterprise rEc

mary Lou Shearer
rEA Energy

Jackie Zimmerman
United Ec

ruralreflections

Summer sun

The hours of daylight are still long, making it the 
perfect time of year to get outside and take some 
photos.

Amateur photographers are encouraged to send their 
photos to Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, 
PA 17108-1266. Include name, address, phone number 
and the name of your electric cooperative. 2020 winners 
in each of five categories — artistic, landscape, human, 
animal and editor’s choice — will receive $75, and run-
ners-up will receive $25.

We work ahead, so please send winter photos by 
mid-September (hint: save your spring, summer and 
fall photos to submit next year). 2020 photos will be 
returned in early 2021 if you include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. l
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