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Over the years, you’ve probably 
heard or read about REA Energy’s 
concern for our community. This is 
one of the core principles that sets 
cooperatives apart from other types of 
utilities and businesses. We’ve always 
taken this mission and responsibility to 
heart. It’s who we are as a co-op. 

Over the past few months, like so 
many of you, we’ve risen to meet new 
challenges and strengthen the safety 
net for our community, particularly 
for those who are most vulnerable. 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we’ve made numerous adjustments to 
programs and operations to maintain 
business continuity while staying fo-
cused on the bigger mission of helping 
our consumer-members during this 
turbulent time. 

Now, with the holidays fast approach-
ing, these recent events have made me 
pause and think about the role we play 
in our community. While our purpose 
is to provide safe and reliable energy to 
you, the members we serve, we have a 
greater mission: to be a catalyst for good. 

You’re probably aware of our Oper-
ation Round-Up program, where we 
take donations from generous members 
like you who have “rounded up” the 
amount due on their electric bill to 
help our most vulnerable neighbors pay 
their bills. Or our Youth Tour program, 
during which we take our community’s 
brightest young people to Washington, 
D.C., for a weeklong immersion to 

experience democracy in action.
We also have a strong commitment 

to safety — not just for our employees, 
but for our community as well. We 
have visited schools to teach children 
of all ages how to stay safe around 
electricity. We have held safety demon-
strations for first responders.

REA Energy supports the econom-
ic development of our communities 
through an active role in our local 
chambers of commerce. Currently, I 
serve as a board member for one of the 
chambers. 

Outside of work, our employees 
serve on local boards, coach youth 
sports and volunteer at charitable 
events. Because when you work at a 
co-op, you understand how important a 
strong community is — after all, with-
out you, the co-op wouldn’t exist. 

We know that our core job is to keep 
the lights on, but our passion is our 
community. Because we live and work 
here, too, we want to make it a better 
place for all. 

If there’s anything we can do to help 
you — whether providing energy-sav-
ing advice to help lower your monthly 
bill or questions about your monthly 
electric bill — please reach out to us at 
724-349-4800.

Concern for community is the heart 
and soul of who we are. And no matter 
what the future brings, you can count 
on your electric co-op to care about 
you. l
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Giving back to our  
community
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thirty years ago, seasoned long-distance bicyclist Tom 
Fanning won a 500-mile bike ride throughout upstate New 
York — the old-fashioned way.

Now, Fanning, who turned 60 last week, is attempting it 
again, this time virtually from his Indiana home, when he 
sets off on a 530-mile ultramarathon Saturday morning as 
a participant in the annual Hoodoo 500. Participants in the 
real-life race will be riding in the event that starts in  
St. George, Utah.

Fanning will be using a riding platform called Zwift that 
allows him to simulate not only the distance of the race but 
the climbs and descents as well. Zwift is much like a Peloton 
stationary bicycle, he said, except it’s more self-training than 
coaching.

Fanning has decades of experience with riding long dis-
tances, including three attempts to finish the Race Across 
America, which he did in 1993. He completed the 3,000-
mile course from California to Annapolis, Md., in 10 days, 
19 hours. That year an Australian won the race in eight 
days, 20 hours.

The grueling race left him hospitalized on one attempt, 
thanks to the desert heat. Started in 1982, the Race Across 
America is one of the longest annual endurance races in the 
world.

For the Hoodoo 500, Fanning figures he’ll be competing 
against a dozen or so other virtual riders in his age group, 
and he expects to finish in about 30 hours.

He’ll have to check in every 80 to 90 miles, either via text 
message or email, with his position on the virtual course, 
which he chose because it has the 30,000 feet of climb re-
quired. That includes 2-mile stretches of nothing but uphill 
riding, he said.

This attempt will be very different, though, because 
Fanning won’t have to battle weather conditions, and he can 
take quick bathroom or snack breaks as his avatar coasts 
down some of the long descents, so he’ll still be on the 
clock.

“This will be a little easier,” he said, though just to be on 
the bike that long will be difficult.

The scenery is realistic through the Zwift platform, he 
said, and he can even chat with other virtual riders — “Peo-
ple you wouldn’t get to meet in real life, but you have some-
thing in common with.”

He has done some practice laps on the stationary bike 

The following article initially appeared in the Aug. 26, 2020, edition of The Indiana Gazette. The story features one of REA Ener-
gy’s engineering technicians, Tom Fanning, highlighting his participation in a virtual bicycle race. Fanning has been an employee at 
the cooperative since 1996. Reprinted by permission.

PREP TIME: Bicyclist and REA Energy engineering technician Tom 
Fanning, 60, prepares for a virtual ride in the Hoodoo 500, a 530-mile 
ultramarathon, at his home in Indiana, Pa.

to get familiar with the course, and on Tuesday, he joined 
riders in Australia for an 18-mile charity ride.

Saturday’s race — which will stretch into Sunday — is 
also for a good cause. He intends to raise money for No 
Kid Hungry, a nonprofit that provides summertime and 
after-school meals for children in need. He chose the charity 
after considerable research, he said, and after seeing children 
go hungry when he lived in the inner-city. And, in the midst 
of the coronavirus pandemic, that need is greater than ever, 
he said.

“I think it’s a great idea.”
Donations to No Kid Hungry can be made at guidestar.org. 

To follow Fanning’s progress, go to hoodoo500.com. l
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By Jason L. Levan, News Editor, The Indiana Gazette

Man set for virtual 
500-mile race
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REA Energy will be 
closed Wednesday, 

Nov. 11, 2020, in 
observance of 

Veterans Day and 
Thursday, 

Nov. 26, 2020, in 
observance of 
Thanksgiving. 

Please call  
724-463-7273 or 
800-332-7273 to 

report any power 
outages. 

Payments can 
be placed in the 
drop box at both 
locations, or via 

our online Member 
Portal at  

reaenergy.com.
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Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in November:
k   Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights-of-way of the Fairview and Georgeville Substation areas, 

in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Notification of work will be made to members in the areas affected. Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy 

specifications. All contractor employees will carry employee identification cards, and their vehicles will display their company name.
If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800 or view the specifications at reaenergy.com.


